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In 1997, the Texas Legislature 
passed a law allowing 
municipalities to request truck 
lane restrictions.

Updated in 2003, the law allows 
counties and TxDOT to 
designate such lane restrictions 
as well.

Designated lane restrictions are 
to be coordinated through 
Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations and with 
adjacent jurisdictions.

Truck Lane Restrictions in Texas 
Background
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Is the general public accepting of the 
truck lane restrictions?

Yes.
80% of the general public supports expanding 
truck lane restrictions.

However, only 20% of impacted truck drivers 
support expanding the restrictions. 
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Did the rate of crashes decrease?
Yes.  The number of accidents per 1 million vehicle miles 
traveled decreased.

Phase Duration ADT Number of 
Accidents

Accidents 
per Day

Accidents per 
100,000 ADT

Accidents per 
1,000,000 

VMT

WithoutWithout truck lane truck lane 
restrictions, with restrictions, with 
standard enforcementstandard enforcement

60 days60 days 142,910142,910 1919 0.320.32 0.220.22 0.180.18

WithWith truck lane truck lane 
restrictions, with restrictions, with 
standard enforcementstandard enforcement

27 days27 days 152,494152,494 22 0.070.07 0.050.05 0.040.04

Phase Duration ADT Number of 
Accidents

Accidents 
per Day

Accidents per 
100,000 ADT

Accidents per 
1,000,000 

VMT

WithoutWithout truck lane truck lane 
restrictions, with restrictions, with 
standard enforcementstandard enforcement

61 days61 days 167,957167,957 102102 1.671.67 0.990.99 0.550.55

WithWith truck lane truck lane 
restrictions, with restrictions, with 
standard enforcementstandard enforcement

30 days30 days 166,520166,520 3838 1.271.27 0.760.76 0.430.43

Accident Rate Summary for the I.H. 30 Corridor 

Accident Rate Summary for the I.H. 20 Corridor

Source:  Police Department Accident Data 4



Do truck lane restrictions provide an 
air quality benefit?

Yes. 
Trucks move from the left lane to the middle
and right lanes.

The estimated NOx emission reduction on the 
I.H. 30 test section was 61.24 pounds per day 
based on increased traffic speeds.

Potential regional benefit of 211 pounds per day 
reduction in NOx was estimated per 100 miles of 
truck lane restrictions. 
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Do truck lane restrictions have a positive 
effect on recurring travel speeds? 

Lane

Without Truck Lane 
Restrictions, With 

Standard 
Enforcement

With Truck Lane 
Restrictions, With 

Standard 
Enforcement

Change in Average 
Speed 

LeftLeft 71.5071.50 72.3872.38 0.880.88

MiddleMiddle 65.6365.63 66.1966.19 0.560.56

RightRight 60.7560.75 61.2561.25 0.500.50

Average Speed (MPH) of All Vehicles

Yes. 
There were small, but measurable improvements in travel 
speeds by lane.  (average of I.H. 20 and I.H. 30)
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Are truck lane restrictions effective 
without added enforcement?

Phase 3 - With Restrictions and Increased Enforcement

Phase 4 - With Restrictions and Standard Enforcement

Yes. 
Compliance rates were similar with and without additional
enforcement.
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1. Truck Lane Restrictions are 
accepted by the public.

2. Truck Lane Restrictions have 
positive impacts on:
• Crash rates
• Air quality
• Travel speed

3. Truck Lane Restrictions are 
obeyed by a majority of drivers 
with or without active 
enforcement.

Truck Lane Pilot Study 
Report Findings
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Truck Lane Pilot Study 
Summary of Study Recommendations

• Develop a regional system based on facilities:
- With three or more lanes
- With a moderate to high level of truck traffic
- Without site or corridor specific barriers to  

implementation
- That may connect to Statewide lane restrictions

• Work with State and local communities to:
- Perform operational and site specific analysis on 

potential locations
- Implement a complete system of truck lane 

restrictions
- Document air quality credit for truck lane restrictions
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Truck Lane Restriction Expansion 
Air Quality Benefits
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Truck Lane Restriction Expansion 
Preliminary Timeline

Stakeholder Meeting February 11, 2009

Mobility Plan Adopted by RTC April 9, 2009 

Public Hearings 
Ellis County August 10, 2009
Tarrant County August 11, 2009
Dallas County August 12, 2009

TxDOT Review August/September 2009

TxDOT Minute Order & Approval October 2009

Implementation Fall 2009 - Spring 2010

Opening Day Spring 2010 
(Ozone Season) 13



For more information:

www.nctcog.org/trans/goods

Rachel Wiggins, P.E.
Program Manager

rwiggins@nctcog.org
(817) 704-2502

Becky Karasko
Senior Transportation Planner

rkarasko@nctcog.org
(817) 695-9258

Truck Lane Restriction Expansion
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