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ADDENDUM ITEM # 29

KEY FOCUS AREA: Economic Development

AGENDA DATE: May 23, 2007

COUNCIL DISTRICT(S): 14

DEPARTMENT: Department of Development Services
CMO: A. C. Gonzalez, 671-8925

MAPSCO: 45FGKL

SUBJECT

A public hearing to receive comments regarding a City Planning Commission authorized
hearing to consider amendments to Section 51A-7.1200, the Arts District Special
Provision Sign District, with consideration being given to creating a new sign category,
"Cultural Institution Identification Sign," adding a definition for a "Cultural Institution" and
providing standards for such signs for an area generally bounded by Ross Avenue to
the southeast, Routh Street to the northeast, Woodall Rogers Freeway to the northwest
and Harwood Street to the southwest and an ordinance granting the amendments
Recommendation of Staff: Approval

Recommendation of CPC: Approval
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HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL WEDNESDAY, MAY 23, 2007

ACM: A. C. Gonzales

FILE NUMBER: SPSD 067-002(MF) DATE FILED: March 29, 2007

LOCATION: Ross Avenue, Harwood Street, Woodall Rodgers Freeway & Routh Street

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 14 MAPSCO: 45-F,G,K&L

SIZE OF REQUEST: Approx. 60.1275 ac. CENSUS TRACT: 17.01, 21.00

APPLICANT: CPC Authorized Hearing

PROPOSAL: A City Plan Commission authorized hearing to consider changes to
Section 51A-7.1200, the Arts District Special Provision Sign District,
with consideration being given to creating a new sign category,
"Cultural Institution Identification Sign,” adding a definition for a
"Cultural Institution" and providing standards for such signs.

SUMMARY: Presently the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, the Wyly Theatre for the

Performing Arts and the Winspear Opera House are all looking at
signage for their facilities. The Dallas Symphony Orchestra has
expressed a desire to have signage on the Meyerson Symphony
Center. The Wyly Theatre for the Performing Arts is proposing a
sign for the theater that does not meet the present criteria for a
building identification sign. This proposal creates a new category;
“Cultural Institution Identification Sign” that allows primary arts
tenants to have signage and also allows additional areas where
signs can be located, without dramatically increasing the effective
area of signs on any one facade.

CPC RECOMMENDATION:_Approval

SSDAC RECOMMENDATION: Approval

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval
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BACKGROUND:

A request by the Dallas Symphony Orchestra to put their name on the Myerson
Symphony Center came before the Arts District Special Sign District Advisory
Committee in February, 2007. The sign did not meet the technical criteria of the
Arts District Sign District ordinance and could not be approved. The ordinance
as presently written does not allow a tenant to have a sign on the building other
than above the entrance on the Flora Street Frontage. The proposed Dallas
Symphony Orchestra sign is on the rear facade of the building facing Woodall
Rodgers Freeway and is located on a lower cornice area of the building. The
signage has been approved by I.M. Pei, the Architect who designed the building.

The Wyly Theater for the Performing Arts has also proposed a sign that did not
comply with the sign location criteria of the ordinance. The Wyly sign is a vertical
sign and is designed as a part of the building facade. The present ordinance
only allows the sign to be in either the upper 36 feet of the facade or the lower 36
feet of the facade. The proposed ordinance revision would allow the Wyly
Theater sign to be approved.

Staff has not yet reviewed the signage proposal for the Winspear Opera House
but the proposed ordinance would allow alternative positioning of any proposed
signage without dramatically increasing the effective area of signage on a facade
of the building. Given the unique nature of these facilities, and the public
purpose served by them, staff is supportive of allowing more flexibility in
developing signage for identifying these facilities.

This proposed revision to the ordinance will allow the cultural facilities (the
buildings themselves) and the cultural institutions (the arts organizations) to both
have names on the buildings. Only the primary art’s tenant of the building will be
allowed to have a sign independent of the building identification sign which
conveys the name of the facility.

PROPOSAL SUMMARY

The following definitions are being added to the Arts District Special Provision
Sign District (SPSD):

“CULTURAL INSTITUTION means any facility primarily used for the visual
or performing arts, that is open to the public, such as a museum, concert hall,
theater, or similar facility, and established by a public or philanthropic entity.”

“CULTURAL INSTITUTION IDENTIFICATION SIGN means any premise
sign that identifies: (1) a cultural institution; or (2) the primary arts organization
that utilizes that cultural institution. A performing arts organization includes, but is
not limited to, a symphony, dance troupe, or theater group.”
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The requirements for the sign include:

¢ No sign may project above the highest point of a building facade

¢ No sign may have an effective area greater than 5 percent of the facade it
is located on

e Characters on a sign may not exceed 24 inches in height

e Signs must be compatible with the architectural design of the building and
must contribute to the overall visual effect of the building to which they are
related

e Signs will be required to have a certificate of appropriateness from the
Arts District Special Sign District Advisory Committee

ARTS DISTRICT SSDAC ACTION: (February 5, 2007)

On Monday, February 5, 2007, the Arts District Special Sign District Advisory
Committee recommended that the City Planning Commission be requested to
authorize a hearing to consider changes to the Arts District Sign District to
address the issues being raised by the Performing and Visual Arts organizations.

(March 13, 2007)

On March 13, 2007, the Arts District Special Sign District Advisory Committee
reviewed the proposed amendments to the ordinance and made
recommendations for changes.

(March 20, 2007)
At a specially called hearing of the Arts District Special Sign District Advisory

Committee the amended ordinance was reviewed and recommended for
approval to the City Plan Commission.
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CPC ACTION: (May 3, 2007)

SPSD 067-002

Motion: It was moved to recommend approval of proposed amendments to the
Arts District Special Provision Sign District,.

Maker:  Wolfish
Second: Emmons
Result: Carried: 14to 1

For. 14 - Prothro, Strater, Gary, Marshall, Woolen Lipscomb,
Bagley, Jones-Dodd, Weiss, Hill, Buehler, Wolfish, Ekblad, Emmons,

Cunningham
Against: 1 - Miranda
Absent: 0
Vacancy: 0
Speakers: None
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LOCATION

Location of Request

Arts District Sign District
Ordinance Revisions

0 500 Feet

CPC: 2-15-07
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ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance amending Chapter 51A, "Dallas Development Code: Ordinance No. 19455, as
amended," of the Dallas City Code, by amending Sections 51A-7.1203, 51A-7.1207, 51A-7.1208;
adding a Section 51A-7.1210; creating a new category of sign in the Arts District Special Purpose
Sign District; providing a penalty not to exceed $2,000; providing a saving clause; providing a
severability clause; and providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, the city plan commission and the city council, in accordance with the Charter
of the City of Dallas, the state law, and the ordinances of the City of Dallas, have given the
required notices and have held the required public hearings regarding this amendment to the
Dallas City Code; Now, Therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DALLAS:

SECTION 1. That Section 51A-7.1203, “Definitions,” of Division 51A-7.1200,
“Provisions for Arts District Sign District,” of Article VII, “Sign Regulations,” of Chapter 51A,
"Dallas Development Code,” of the Dallas City Code, is amended by adding the following

definitions in alphabetical order:

“CULTURAL INSTITUTION means any facility primarily used for the visual or
performing arts, that is open to the public, such as a museum, concert hall, theater, or similar
facility, and established by a public or philanthropic entity.”

“CULTURAL INSTITUTION IDENTIFICATION SIGN means any premise sign that
identifies: (1) a cultural institution; or (2) the primary arts organization that utilizes that cultural
institution. A performing arts organization includes, but is not limited to, a symphony, dance
troupe, or theater group.”

SECTION 4. That Paragraph 51A-7.1207(a)(1) of Subsection 51A-7.1207(a), “In
General,” of Section 51A-7.1207, “Attached Private Signs,” of Division 51A-7.1200, “Provisions
for Arts District Sign District,” of Article VII, “Sign Regulations,” of Chapter 51A, "Dallas

Development Code: Ordinance No. 19455 of the Dallas City Code, is amended as follows:
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“(1) This section applies to all attached private signs except building identification
signs and cultural institution identification signs. For the regulations governing building
identification signs, see Section 51A-7.1209. For the reqgulations governing cultural institution
identification signs, see Section 51A-7.1210.”

SECTION 5. That Paragraph 51A-7.1208(b)(1) of Subsection 51A-7.1208(b), “Detached
Premise Signs,” of Section 51A-7.1208, “Detached Private Signs,” of Division 51A-7.1200,
“Provisions for Arts District Sign District,” of Article VII, “Sign Regulations,” of Chapter 51A,

"Dallas Development Code,” of the Dallas City Code, is amended to read as follows:

“(1) This subsection applies to all detached premise signs except building
identification signs and cultural institution identification signs. For the regulations governing
building identification signs, see Section 51A-7.1209. For the regulations governing cultural
institution identification signs, see Section 51A-7.1210.”

SECTION 6. That Division 51A-7.1200, “Provisions for Arts District Sign District,” of
Article VII, “Sign Regulations,” of Chapter 51A, "Dallas Development Code,” of the Dallas City
Code, is amended by adding a new section 51A-7.1210, “Cultural Institution Identification Sign,”

to read as follows:

“SEC. 51A-7.1210. CULTURAL INSTITUTION IDENTIFICATION SIGN.

(a) This section applies only to cultural institution identification signs as defined in
section 51A-7.1203.

(b) A cultural institution identification sign may only be located on:

Q) a building facade;

(2) a lower-level roof line as depicted graphically in Exhibit C; or
3) a _monument in a landscaped area between a building facade and the
property line.

©) No signs located on a building facade may have an effective area greater than five
percent of the building facade on which the sign is located.

(d) No signs located on a lower-level roof line may have an effective area greater than
five percent of the facade segment located beneath that lower-level roof line. (See Exhibit C).

(e) No portion of a sign located on a lower-level roof line may project above the
structure’s highest roof-line.

() No sign cabinets are permitted.

7
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(Q) No illuminated sign or any illuminated element of a sign may turn on or off, but
may go through cycles of dimming and brightening to create a slow pulsing effect. One cycle of
dimming and brightening must exceed a period of five seconds.

(h) Signs must be compatible with the architectural design of the building and must
contribute to the overall visual effect of the building to which they are related.

(i) No characters on a sign may exceed 24 inches in height.

1) Signs on monuments must conform to the setback and area regulations of detached
premise signs in this chapter generally.

(k) If a sign qualifies as a cultural institution identification sign as defined in 51A-
7.1203, it shall not be considered a business identification sign.

()] No portion of a cultural institution identification sign may have a changeable
message.”

SECTION 7. That Exhibit C is attached to and made a part of this ordinance.

SECTION 8. That a person violating a provision of this ordinance, upon conviction, is
punishable by a fine not to exceed $2,000.

SECTION 9. That Chapter 51A of the Dallas City Code, shall remain in full force and
effect, save and except as amended by this ordinance.

SECTION 10. That the terms and provisions of this ordinance are severable and are
governed by Section 1-4 of Chapter 1 of the Dallas City Code.

SECTION 11. That this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage
and publication in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Dallas, and it is

accordingly so ordained.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

THOMAS P. PERKINS, JR., City Attorney

By
Assistant City Attorney

Passed

EXHIBIT C
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