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PURPOSE

Present details of the Newsrack Plan for the 
Expanded Central Business District (ECBD)
Request approval to amend authorized terms:

Reduce term from 7 years to 5 years
Permits earlier renegotiation of contract terms

Increase amount from $340,200 to $396,853
Provides for greater number of multi-unit racks determined to 
be necessary by field survey 

Request approval to implement Newsrack Plan
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BACKGROUND

City Council authorized amendments to 
Newsrack Ordinance in May 2008

Revised fees for newsrack licenses
Revised certain design standards and location 
requirements
Authorized City to contract for installation, 
operation and maintenance of racks in ECBD
Required Newsrack Plan to be developed and 
briefed to City Council prior to installation
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ACTIONS SINCE MAY 2008

RFP issued for Multi-Unit Newsrack Zone 
Operation and Maintenance
One response received in August 2008
October 22, 2008, City Council authorized 
City Manager to execute contract with The 
Dallas Morning News (TDMN)
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ACTIONS SINCE MAY 2008

TDMN and staff conducted extensive field 
survey work of potential locations

Detailed location requirements per ordinance
Store windows taken into consideration
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ACTIONS SINCE MAY 08

Detailed plan of locations developed
Placements mapped and numbered by 
TDMN
Photographs taken of each site with specific 
location identified
Information circulated to departments and 
outside agencies for review and approval of 
proposed placement at each location
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THE PLAN

Newsrack Plan consists of:
Location Requirements
Communications Plan
Design Criteria
Listing of Existing Freestanding Units in ECBD
Maps and Listing of Locations, Number of Units
Proposed Installation Schedule
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LOCATION REQUIREMENTS

Newsrack placement must not impair:
Pedestrian traffic, transit passenger loading and unloading
Sidewalk width
Emergency access
Visibility triangles or of emergency facilities
Doorway and crosswalk access
Other required setbacks from various elements

Must be 50 feet between newsracks on same 
blockface
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COMMUNICATIONS PLAN

Notices mailed to all licensed publishers and 
legal notice published in newspaper with  
date, time, location of Council meeting and 
brief summary of Plan
Coordination with Downtown Dallas Assoc. 
and individual property owners
Property owners within 200’ of individual 
multi-unit newsracks notified prior to 
installation
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DESIGN CRITERIA

Powder-coated black
Dome top hood sloping front to back
10 ¼” pedestal
Faceplate with name of each publication and 
price per copy
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MULTI-UNIT NEWSRACK
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LISTING OF EXISTING 
FREESTANDING RACKS

Surveyed between July and September 2008
1,564 freestanding newsracks
Over 200 locations
Between 1 - 20 separate newsracks per 
location, most clustered
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MAPS, LISTING OF LOCATIONS

Number and proposed newsrack locations 
determined through field survey
Proposed locations photographed and 
mapped
Listing of publications for each location 
documented
General, area-wide map prepared
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MULTI-UNIT RACKS AT LOCATIONS

New plan allows for 1,104 full-size racks 
(spaces)
Provides for full and half sheets, paid and 
unpaid publications
Allows up to 4 quad-units per location 
Each quad-unit provides 4 racks:

Top two currently configured for paid publications
Bottom two configured for free publications

Can be further divided to make four half-racks
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LOCATION PHOTOGRAPH
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NEWSRACK PLACEMENT
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LOCATION LISTING EXAMPLE

Unit ID # Units Street Street Block Location Description

1026-4 4 Akard Avenue 100 34' south of SE corner at Elm

1027-8 8 Akard Avenue 200 36' north of NW corner at Wood

1028-4 4 Akard Avenue 299-201 35' north of NW corner at Elm

1030-8 8 Akard Avenue 300 78' north of NE corner at Wood front of AT&T Building

1032-4 4 Akard Avenue 499-501 32' north of NW corner at Federal

1033-8 8 Main Street 2000-2001 35' east of the SE corner of Harwood

1034-6 6 Main Street 2000-2100 35' east of the NE corner of Harwood

1035-8 8 Main Street 2000-2100 35' east of the SW corner of Pearl

1036-8 8 Main Street 1900-2000 85'east of the NE corner of St.Paul

1037-6 6 Main Street 1900-2000 30' east of NW corner at N. Harwood

1038-8 8 Main Street 1700-1900 35' east of NW corner at St. Paul

1039-4 4 Main Street 1600-1700 35' east of NW corner at Ervay

1040-6 6 Main Street 1200-1300 76' east NW corner at N. Field

1041-6 6 Main Street 1200-1300 80' east of SE corner at S. Field
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PUBLICATION LOCATION EXAMPLE
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PROPOSED INSTALLATION 
SCHEDULE

TDMN has acquired units and will begin 
installation once authorized
City will pay portion of license fees collected 
over five years to TDMN to amortize cost of 
acquisition and installation
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LICENSE FEES

Multi-unit fees go into effect August 1, 2009 
(license renewal date)

$60 license fee paid by publishers for each 
newsrack space in multiple newsrack units
$50 of each license fee will be paid by City to 
DMN annually, upfront, after initial installation 
(beginning 2009)

$45 for publishers’ rental of newsrack space from DMN
$  5 for maintenance fee

$10 of each license fee retained to recover City 
costs
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CONTRACT TERMS

TDMN will purchase, install, operate and maintain 
modular newsracks in ECBD
City will reimburse TDMN from license fees not to 
exceed $396,853 over five years, subject to annual 
appropriations
Term to commence as soon as authorized and will 
terminate 60 months later
Indemnification, Insurance Requirements
Provision for early termination by City for cause or 
convenience
At end of contract, City will own units
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NEXT STEPS

Continue to coordinate with Downtown Dallas 
Association
Continue to communicate with downtown 
property owners

Meeting held with Dallas Arts District stakeholders
Meeting held with AT&T concerning proposed site 
locations
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SCHEDULE

Execute contract (June 2009)
City departments and outside agencies 
finalize location reviews (by July 1, 2009)
TDMN install units (July – September)
City hold lottery to determine paper locations 
within each box (July - September) 
Transition into new multi-unit racks (by 
October)
City issue decals for each paid location 
(September – October)
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ACTION REQUESTED

Council approval to amend authorization 
terms

From 7 years to 5 years
From $340,200 to $396,853



APPENDIX

PROPOSED MODULAR RACK LOCATIONS
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