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The Apartment Association of Greater Dallas is a trade association representing the 
interests of rental housing owners and operators throughout an eleven-county region.  Our 
members provide housing for nearly 60% of the city’s very diverse population and is 
therefore intricating involved and invested in any housing decisions made by the City of 
Dallas.  AAGD has had a representative serve on the Opportunity Dallas Task Force, so is 
aware of the variety of recommendations made to address housing disparities across the 
city. The following position paper evaluates the proposals by Opportunity Dallas contained 
in its Draft Dallas Housing Framework. 
 
Many of the proposals can be implemented with very little effort and should be considered 
first.  Other recommendations will involve a substantial investment on the part of the city 
and must be evaluated to see if the cost justifies the outcome.  In general, the AAGD agrees 
with most of recommendations, depending upon the complexity with which they are carried 
out.  
 
However, an effective housing policy for the City of Dallas is best achieved when there is 
an open and honest discussion of the issues. The present draft is not a fair and balanced 
discussion of the SOI issue. Rather, it is a narrative designed to support a predetermined 
conclusion that discounts or dismisses serious, well-documented problems with the 
current Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8) program that place an unfair burden on 
property owners. 
 
The Issue Isn’t the Source of Income or Racial Discrimination 
 
The assertion that opposition to an SOI ordinance is based on racial discrimination is 
false. The use of this pejorative and false term created an environment where it is difficult 
to have a serious and productive discussion of the real issues. This has resulted in the 
Texas legislature banning SOI ordinances (with an exception for veterans). A recent court 
decision has found that not accepting vouchers does not amount to racial discrimination. 
Fix the problems with the Section 8 program and voucher holders would be 
protected by the same anti-discrimination laws that apply to other tenants.   
 
The SOI ordinance would not create a single new unit of affordable housing and would 
undermine other more viable options by creating a controversy over a proposal that is 
illegal under state law and was never intended by Congress. Rather than creating a 
regional approach to the issue, this proposal would result in additional costly litigation with 
an uncertain outcome and no immediate impact on the issue of affordable housing. 
 
Statements that should be included in the 1.1 Source of Income Non-Discrimination 
Ordinance section of the draft policy: 
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• Every party in this discussion, including the Inclusive Communities Project, have 
acknowledged that the current Housing Choice Voucher program creates a 
significant additional burden on property owners. 

• Congress, regardless of party affiliation, and both Democratic and Republican 
administrations have maintained that Housing Choice Voucher program (Section 8) 
participation be voluntary, not mandatory.  

• A challenge in the courts would be costly and time consuming for Dallas, while 

offering no immediate assistance to those seeking housing.       

• U.S. District Judge Sam Sparks noted that the SOI ordinance inserts the 

government into the landlord-tenant relationship and exposes property owners to 

potentially many unsubstantiated, but expensive, fair-housing complaints with no 

hope of reimbursement for attorney’s fees, even though the owners prevail.  U.S. 

District Judge Ed Kinkeade recently ruled that failure to participate in the HCV 

program is not discriminatory. 

• As the former head of one of Texas’ largest housing authorities recently pointed out, 
“The current housing voucher system has a number of impediments that create a 
barrier for widespread acceptance by the apartment industry, including unreliable 
payment schedules and delays that impact the economics of the property, and 
difficulty and delays in the eviction process.”  

• The HUD settlement with the City of Dallas did not require the city to adopt an SOI 
ordinance. 

• A legislative challenge to the state law banning SOI ordinances is unlikely to 
succeed based on the strong support it received in the last session of the legislature.  

• The Apartment Association of Greater Dallas (AAGD) does not believe that a Source 
of Income Ordinance meets the objectives agreed upon by HUD and the City of 
Dallas to create housing opportunities throughout the region for voucher holders.  

• If such an ordinance were passed and survived a court challenge, it would place an 
unfair burden on Dallas property owners that would not be shared throughout the 
region.  

 
Working on Solutions 

For Dallas to adopt and implement a successful housing policy, it will be necessary for all 

parties to come together to support proposals that will be regional in nature, create 

additional affordable housing opportunities, and leverage the expertise and funding that is 

available from the private sector through incentives. 

We continue our willingness to work cooperatively with the city and other stakeholders to 
craft solutions.  Passage of the source of income ordinance has diverted resources and 
attention from developing viable opportunities to meet the objectives outlined by 
Opportunity Dallas.  
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