
Applicable Urban Design Priorities Project Should Achieve

Policy References

      The Continental Gin Building                                                                                                                                                                                   Urban Design Peer Review  06.22.2018                                                                                                                                       

The Continental Gin Building

TIF District:
Deep Ellum

Program:
Office and Commercial

The proposed central parking court area provides an opportunity for well 
defined plaza space that serves the office, retail and neighborhood - 

The proposed parking court area represents an opportunity to provide occupiable 
space defined by the backdrop of the restored Continental Gin Building. Treatment 
of this space to minimize automobile use and maximize usable public plaza space is 
encouraged. 

Context Description
The Continental Gin Building, located on Elm Street between Trunk Avenue and Exposition 
Avenue, is the last remaining structure of the larger Continental Gin Company complex originally 
constructed over a number of years from 1888 to 1914.  Originally constructed as a office 
and warehouse, for the last 30 years the building has served as studio art spaces operated 
most recently by Dallas CreativeSpace. The structure itself has endured a patchwork of repairs 
throughout its occupancy, and has reached a point in which its continued use will require a 
significant redevelopment effort. 
 
The redevelopment effort involves a major overhaul in keeping with the historic character of the 
original structure. The program intent for the project includes 21,000 sqft. of restaurant and retail 
space, and 42,000 sqft. of office. Design considerations for the overall project include utilizing the 
proposed parking court area as a plaza space serving both the office and the retail, while also 
exploring opportunities to reference the previous historic structures in either plaza treatment or 
vertical elements. Lastly the project also provides a significant opportunity to link both the Santa 
Fe Trail to the project and neighborhood, as well as improve connections to the Baylor DART 
station. 

The 360 Plan
Section III, IV, V, VI, VII

Forward Dallas!
Section 5 [urban design element]

TIF Urban Design Guidelines
Part III, IV [deep ellum]

[1]

Explore opportunities to reference or incorporate elements of previous historic 
structures as components of the design of public space throughout the larger 
site - 

Explore the utilization of organizing schemes for public space that reference 
pre-existing structures and the historical significance of the former complex of 
buildings. 

[2]

The location of the project site provides opportunities to better link the Santa 
Fe Trail to the project and neighborhood, as well as improve connections to the 
Baylor DART station.  - 

Consideration should be given to providing enhanced pathways from the Santa 
Fe Trail through the site, as well as leveraging opportunities to provide enhanced 
pathways to DART. 

[3]
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