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DALLAS DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENT

FILE NO. DCA 156-002

Little Free Library regulations
Planner: Vasavi Pilla
Request: 

Consideration of amending the Dallas Development Code to allow little free library structures within setbacks.
Background:

On November 9, 2015, and December 8, 2015 the Quality of Life & Environment Committee discussed the Little Free Libraries. The Committee directed the staff to define the little libraries and allow them in setbacks. 

On April 7, 2016, concept of little free library (LFL) was briefly introduced to the Zoning Ordinance Committee. 

On April 21, 2016, staff briefed the Zoning Ordinance Committee (ZOC) on potential regulations to allow book exchange structures in the setbacks in all zoning districts. ZOC requested that it be held until May 19, 2016 to allow for further consideration.
General Info/Staff Analysis:
During the last meeting we briefed and discussed proposed regulations. While looking at maximum allowable size and dimensions for the structures some concerns were expressed regarding how large the structure should or should not be when located in a setback.  Staff went back and reevaluated potential size and mass of the structure based on the impact of the structure when in a setback and the intended user. 
Previous proposal:

· may be no larger than: 3 feet wide by 2 feet deep and no taller than 5 feet in height when measured from the ground 
Staff Recommendation:
· may be no larger than:  20” wide by 18” deep by 4’ in height when measured from the ground 
Proposal:
Book exchange structure means an enclosed structure that holds books/literacy material to share/exchange, in a pedestrian friendly accessible location, constructed and maintained by the property owner. 

· a book exchange structure may be located in the required front, side, or rear yard setback in all zoning districts 
· when a book exchange structure is located in a required front, side, or rear yard: 
· may be no larger than: x feet wide by x feet deep and no taller than x feet in height when measured from the ground 
· made of material resistant to damage or deterioration from exposure to the outside environment
· properly mounted, bolted, and protected to withstand wind, rain, and other seasonal changes
· regular upkeep and monitoring by owner 

· cannot be used for selling or advertising purposes
· cannot be placed in the visibility triangle

· cannot be placed in the required parking spaces

· cannot be located in the public right-of-way without a license
· in an R, D, TH, and CH residential district:

· when located in the front yard or on a front porch it must meet the same requirements as when located in a required setback.  

Front yard in this subsection means “the portion of a lot or tract which abuts a street and 
extends across the width of the lot or tract between the street and the main building”
· only one book exchange structure is allowed per lot
· in all other zoning districts, only one book exchange structure is allowed in the combined required front, side and rear yard setbacks per lot 
· distance between the book exchange structure and the adjacent property line shall not be less than 10 feet 
· noncompliance with these regulations is subject to code enforcement  
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