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The need for Fire Safety 
Education

“Public education about fire has 
been cited by many Commission 
witnesses and others as the single 
activity with the greatest potential 
for reducing losses.”

-America Burning 1973
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History teaches the importance 
of Fire Safety Education
1871: The Great Chicago Fire: 

 Killed more than 250 people
 Left 100,000 homeless
 Destroyed more than 17,400 structures 
 Burned more than 2,000 acres
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1911: Triangle Shirtwaist Factory 
New York City, New York

Fire Prevention Division was 
added to FDNY to make sure 
establishments complied with 
new laws such as not locking 
doors during working hours 
and installing sprinklers
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1958:  Our Lady of the Angels 
Catholic School - Chicago, Illinois

Created reform in school 
safety including mandatory 
fire drills and fire alarms 
wired directly to stations (an 
early form of fire alarm 
monitoring)
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Fire Safety Education comes 
to the forefront 

 In 1973, “America 
Burning” is 
published and 
identifies the need 
for public education 
as part of an overall 
prevention strategy

 The scope of the 
American fire 
problem and 
possible solutions 
are provided
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1977:  Beverly Hills Supper Club 
Southgate, Kentucky

New state laws enacted 
including emergency lighting 
in public venues, banning of 
aluminum wiring and required 
non-toxic fabric coverings for 
seats and floors
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2003:  Station Nightclub Fire 
West Warwick, Rhode Island

 All public facilities 
over a certain 
capacity were 
required to install 
sprinklers

 Pyrotechnic display 
regulations were 
more strictly enforced
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Post 9-11 brings heightened fire 
and life safety awareness 

 The events of September 11th 

2001 created an urgency for 
fire and life safety education

 High-rise buildings, health 
care facilities, schools and 
commercial businesses 
became more proactive with 
their fire safety plans 

 The importance of having a 
plan created a need for fire 
educators to design more 
programs and reach as many 
citizens as possible
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Current Statistics
 In 2012, 1,375,000 fires reported in the United 

States. These fires caused 2,855 civilian deaths, 
16,500 civilian injuries, and $12.4 billion in 
property damage

 On average, seven people die in U.S. home fires 
per day

 Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and 
home fire injuries, followed by heating 
equipment 

 Smoking is a leading cause of civilian home fire 
deaths

 ALL of these causes are preventable
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Dallas Fire-Rescue’s 
Education Team

 Dallas Fire-Rescue’s Education 
Team strives to reach as many 
groups as possible with a wide 
range of programs to meet 
citizen’s needs, requests and 
concerns

 Dallas Fire-Rescue Education 
programs are a free service

11



Schools
 Because they are already in a 

learning environment, children adapt 
well to fire and life safety lessons at 
an early age  

 Pre-school and elementary school 
children are taught the basics while 
pre-teen and teenagers are 
encouraged to make good grades 
and smart choices if they choose to 
join the fire service in the future
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Home Fire Safety Drills
 Children under age 5 are almost 

one-and-a-half times as likely to 
die in a home fire as the general 
public

 Home fire safety drills are taught 
and highly encouraged in DFR’s 
education programs offered to the 
public

 Designing and practicing a home 
fire safety drill has been a major 
theme in Fire Prevention Week 
and National Night Out
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Working with the Community 
 Booths at community 

events provide our 
Education Team the 
ability to reach large and 
diverse groups such as 
seniors, children and 
families 

 A uniformed officer 
staffs the booth to 
provide information and 
answer questions

 Literature and safety 
giveaways are provided 
for citizens
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Training Commercial Businesses 
in Work Place Safety

 Fire drills are 
conducted in high-
rise buildings

 Fire extinguisher 
training

 High-rise fire 
warden training 
keeps a plan in 
place
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Fire Safety Lectures

 The fire safety 
lecture can be 
adapted to fit 
specific groups

 From senior safety 
to children to  
neighborhood 
concerns, we are 
able to address 
specific requests 
and meet the needs 
of that group
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Smoke Alarms
 Smoke alarms 

are available to 
the home 
owners of Dallas 
free of charge

 Our educators 
continue to 
inform citizens 
of this service 
during all 
programs
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Educating the community via annual 
events throughout the City of Dallas
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Providing current safety tips and 
information with our quarterly newsletter

 Dallas Fire-Rescue provides 
a free quarterly newsletter in 
English and Spanish

 Smoke Signals is mailed 
electronically in a PDF format 
for easy downloading, 
printing and distribution

 Provides timely and seasonal 
fire and life safety tips and 
news suitable for families, 
communities and commercial 
businesses
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The Dallas Fire-Rescue Education 
Team is easily accessible

 Education recorded 
line:  Call 214-670-4633

 Programs are arranged 
to suit audience size, 
age and nature of 
event

Email: dfdeducation@dallascityhall.com
20



Questions?
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