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Presentation Overview
• Background
• Objectives
• Concerns of Chapter 39A
• Proposed Code Amendments
• Next Steps
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Background
Various laws mandate relocation assistance for 
persons displaced by governmental actions
• Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition 

Policies Act (URA) passed by Congress in 1970, as amended
• Provides for assistance for all federally funded 

projects causing displacement.

• Texas Property Code - Senate Bill 18, enacted by the 82nd 
Texas Legislature, Title 4, Chapter 21. “Eminent Domain”

• Provides for Relocation Assistance to be compatible 
with URA.    
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Background

• Dallas City Code – Chapter 39A – “Relocation 
Assistance-Eminent Domain”:

• Provides for Relocation Assistance to eligible persons 
displaced by actions of the City of Dallas 

• Provides that information regarding residential and 
commercial replacement sites be maintained and readily 
available

• Provides for procedures to review appeals
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Objectives of Relocation Process
• Provide relocation assistance for eligible persons 

permanently and involuntarily displaced by 
governmental actions. 

• Each displaced person is entitled to receive the 
following:
• Advisory service on benefits
• Relocation financial assistance, if eligible
• Explanations of eligibility requirements
• Technical assistance with applications and required 
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Objectives of Relocation Process

• Provide current information on federal, state and 
local housing programs.

• Minimize hardships by providing counseling, 
referrals to other sources of assistance (e.g., 
welfare assistance, job training, drug or alcohol 
treatment, child care, etc.) and such other help as 
may be appropriate.
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Concerns with Chapter 39A

• Compatibility issues with URA 
• What qualifies a person to be considered displaced 

• Other notable areas requiring updates:
• Update and provide for compatibility language to 

mirror Federal Law (URA) and local laws
• Title/Scope of Chapter 
• Definitions
• Requirements regarding Relocation Assistance Program
• Temporary Housing Payment
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Proposed Code Amendments
Displaced Person Definition
• Chapter 39A currently requires a person to be in 

occupancy upon three critical dates:
• Public Notice date; and
• Initiation of Negotiation; and
• Notice of City’s intent to acquire

• Proposed Code Amendment
• Mirror URA definition - any person who moves from 

real property, or moves his or her personal property 
as a direct result of a written purchase offer 8
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Proposed Code Amendments
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Other Notable Areas Proposed Code Amendment

Temporary Housing Payment
(Official Order to temporarily vacate)

Food expenses  - $10/day
Housing Expenses - $50/night

Increase housing payments to mirror U.S. Office of Personnel Management – General Texas Per Diems. See 
Appendix. 

(No provision in URA)

Replacement Housing Payment

Owner Occupant – 180 days
Relocation benefit $22,500

Tenant occupied – 90 days
Relocation Benefit - $5,250

Provide for language to mirror Federal Law

Owner Occupant – 90 days
Relocation benefit $31,000

Tenant occupied – 90 days
Relocation Benefit - $7,200

Replacement Housing Payment could exceed benefits above, resulting in Last Resort Payment: Allow for last 
resort payment to be administered by Administrative Action up to authorized amount.

Other General Definitions
i.e. Comparable Replacement Dwelling,
Decent Safe and Sanitary Housing

Provide for language to mirror Federal and local laws of the City of Dallas, where applicable

Scope/Title of Chapter 39A Remove Eminent Domain reference in Title
Provide for language to mirror Federal law

Relocation Assistance Program
i.e. Record Keeping, Written Notices, Providing 
Public information 

Provide for language to mirror Federal law
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Recommendation

• Instruct staff to proceed with preparing ordinance 
and scheduling for City Council consideration.
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Next Steps

• Prepare ordinance and schedule for City Council 
consideration
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Appendix
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