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Dear District 13 Neighbors, 

    I would first like to thank you for your continued 

support as I begin my second term as your Councilmember 

for District 13. The past two years have been both 

challenging and rewarding as I have worked through many 

issues large and small. I am thrilled that I have the 

opportunity to continue working towards improving the 

quality of life for Dallas citizens and to represent you on 

Council.  

    Most of you have seen in the news the current Council 

debate regarding the Trinity Toll road project. There will 

be a series of public forums regarding the Trinity Parkway 

Dream Team Report throughout the City over the next 

month. The City's intent is to gather valuable feedback 

from the public on the work presented to Council by the 

Dream Team.  

    The public forum most convenient to District 13 is at the 

Walnut Hill Recreation Center in the Ballroom on Tuesday, 

June 16th at 6 PM (10011 Midway Rd.). More information 

regarding Public Forums on Trinity Parkway Dream Team 

Report 

    City Hall will see some big changes in the near future. 

There will be six new Councilmembers gracing the halls of 

City Hall as of June 22nd, Inauguration Day. In addition, 

there are eight returning Councilmembers plus the Mayor. 

I look forward to working with the incumbents as well as 

the new members.  

    I want to make you aware that the current Council will 

be taking up the carry out bag ordinance once again. 

Five Councilmembers, including myself, signed a memo for 

the repeal of the current ordinance. The repeal would do 

away with the five cent environmental fee on carry out 

bags. Five other Councilmembers signed another memo 

asking for an amendment to the current ordinance to do 

away with the five cent fee by completely banning plastic 

bags altogether.  

    I am not supportive of the bag ordinance as it is 

currently written, nor am I supportive of a complete ban. I 

believe the ordinance should be repealed due to financial 

liability concerns, undue burdens on retailers and 

consumers, and problems with enforcement. Additionally, 

the majority of constituents who have reached out to my 

office have been opposed to this ordinance for a variety of 

reasons. I too desire for a clean Dallas without bags in our 

parks and streams, but this comes with responsible 
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consumer behavior. Click here for the most current update 

on the single use carry out bag ordinance. 

    Additionally, I often have the opportunity to cut ribbons 

for both public and private openings. Last week I was able 

to attend the ribbon cutting for the Via Dolorosa 

Sculpture Garden at the Museum of Biblical Art. This 

beautiful sculpture garden is open to the public during the 

museum's business hours. Private cultural centers enrich 

our community, and I encourage you all to explore this 

impressive garden and museum.  

    I hope you take full advantage of other outdoor and 

cultural opportunities during the summer months and 

explore the entire city.  

    Please feel free to reach out to my office with any 

questions or concerns. Again, I am grateful for the 

opportunity to serve District 13 and the City of Dallas. 

 

 
 

 
 

 My grandson at the Zoo and Arboretum 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer 

Preston Rd. and Northwest Highway Area Plan 
 

    The Stakeholder Taskforce for the Northwest Highway 

and Preston Road Area Plan met for the first time on 

Monday, March 2. We had a good and constructive first 

discussion about scope of the project, the role of the 

Taskforce and a few initial goals of the study. The 

Taskforce met again on April 27th and learned more about 

the consultant selection process. 

    The North Texas Council on Governments (NTCOG) has 

created a project website for residents to reference 

meeting agendas, minutes, PowerPoints, links and other 

pertinent information that transpired at each meeting. The 

website can be accessed by following this link:  (NCTCOG 

Project Website). 

    The project website will also have directions on how to 

donate to help fund the study. The cost to provide 

professional consulting to the Taskforce is estimated to be 

at least $350,000, which is not covered by the City 

Budget.  Fortunately, the NTCOG is prepared to contribute 

$250,000 towards the study and the Taskforce has set a 
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goal to raise $100,000 from the community. 

    The Taskforce hopes to raise $50,000 from 

neighborhood stakeholders and $50,000 from commercial 

stakeholders. The Taskforce wants to ensure that funding 

not only provides for a solid study, but also allows the 

consultant to add additional visualizations of transportation 

and land development scenarios. All stakeholders in the 

Preston Center area will benefit from a comprehensive 

vision for the area and we hope for broad-based financial 

support to allow this to happen. Follow this link to the 

donation website: (Communities Foundation Area Plan 

Donation Website). 

    In order to inform as many area residents about this 

study as possible, my office sent out a mailer to residences 

within the seven zones. We encourage residents to reach 

out to their Zone Representative for updates and 

information about the project in addition to updates sent 

from my office. 

Earthquake Updates 
 

   The City of Dallas is an active participant in a regional 

earthquake working group designed to coordinate 

information, develop response plans, and to support with 

the academic community who are studying the cause and 

effects of the seismicity. Southern Methodist University is 

serving as the lead research institution on this work group 

and is supported by geologists at the US Geological Survey 

(USGS) and the University of Texas-Austin. 

    There have been 59 earthquakes cataloged in the USGS 

database since the seismicity events began in late 2010. 

The most recently felt earthquake was a 3.3 magnitude in 

mid-May. To date in 2015, the largest magnitude 

earthquake in the Dallas/Irving area has been a 3.6 which 

is below the threshold for damage causing seismicity. 

    Seismologists and the Cities of Dallas and Irving have 

been working closely together to monitor the frequency, 

location, and severity of each earthquake and feel 

confident that an academic report on the cause will be 

developed by the end of the year. 

    In addition to the work by SMU Seismologist, the USGS 

has been working with FEMA to study the effects of 

earthquakes and their frequency in our area and are 

scheduled to meet with City officials to discuss their 

findings. 

   

For information on how to stay safe in the event of an 

earthquake: (Earthquake Resources). 

ONCOR Tree Trimming 
 

    As you may be aware, Oncor is increasing its vegetation 

management and tree trimming practices throughout 

Dallas. This is to minimize tree-related outages, which are 

common. Trees that grow into power lines can affect 

electric service to an entire neighborhood and if branches 

grow into distribution lines, they may cause issues during 

the next wind, ice or thunderstorm. 

    Oncor realizes that trimming trees is a sensitive matter, 

and they have increased the number of certified arborists 

and degreed foresters in the field. They will also be going 
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door to door at least 5 days prior to tree trimming 

informing neighbors of the planned trimming, and will 

leave a neon green door hanger if the customer is 

unavailable. 

   If residents have concerns regarding the scheduled 

trimming, it is imperative you contact Oncor as soon as 

possible so that concerns may be resolved prior to tree 

trimming. Please call 1-800-518-2375. 

Mosquito Abatement 
 

    Mosquito season is around the corner. It's imperative 

that you take precautions to prevent mosquito breeding on 

your property. Remember the 4 D's: 

  

DRAIN standing water in your yard and neighborhood. 

Standing water can be found in swimming pools that are 

not kept clean, ponds, pet watering dishes, birdbaths, 

potted plants, old tires, empty containers, toys and 

clogged rain gutters. 

  

DUSK/DAWN are the times of day you should stay 

indoors when mosquitoes are most active. 

  

DRESS in long-sleeved shirts and wear pants when you 

are outside. Spray thin clothing with insect repellent. 

  

DEET (N, N-diethyl-m-toluamide) is an ingredient to look 

for in your insect repellent (or use an organic alternative 

such as orange spray, eucalyptus, or citronella). 

  

    The City places around 800 traps annually, tracks 

reports of human and animal cases of West Nile, monitors 

known breeding sites, applies larvicide when necessary, 

and checks into citizen complaints. City Code will also 

enforce standing water violations, and will treat standing 

water with Gambusia (minnows that eat mosquito larvae) 

when the water cannot be emptied. Additionally, Code will 

treat Storm drains. 

  

    To help Code with this endeavor, call 3-1-1 to report: 

 standing water in ditches, vacant lots, or on 

neighborhood property 
 dead blue jays, cardinals, doves, owls and hawks  

 

The City of Dallas Code Compliance Services is 

providing free mosquito dunks to City of Dallas 

residents through mosquito season while supplies 

last!  

 

    The mosquito dunks will be available Monday through 

Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 3112 Canton St., Suite 

100 and 7901 Goforth.  The City will provide one package 

per household.  Citizens must show proof of residency 

(driver's license or utility bill) and can only apply the dunks 

to their property.  The product is not for resale and 

residents should follow the product label. Dunks will be 

distributed while supplies last. 



  

Condition of Our Streets and Alleys 
 

    One of the most common requests my office receives is 

for street and alley repair. This is entirely understandable 

since the streets in District 13 are one of the worst rated in 

the City. I want to give you some background information 

about street and alley repair. 

    All streets and alleys are given condition ratings from 

Excellent to Failed. When a street or alley is rated in Failed 

condition, it is put on the "Needs Inventory" list. 

Infrastructure on the Needs Inventory list require such 

extensive repairs or replacement they must be funded by 

bonds. Every couple of years the City goes through a Bond 

Election and a limited number of infrastructure from the 

Needs Inventory list are funded for reconstruction. All 

infrastructure on the Needs Inventory are eligible for bond 

funding, but not all can be funded due to the large volume 

of infrastructure in need of funding.  

     Reconstruction of streets and alleys with the use of 

Bond funding is conducted by the Public Works 

department. The next Bond Election should be in 2017. 

    In order to prevent streets and alleys from falling into 

Failed condition, the Streets department is increasing 

preventative maintenance for streets and alleys that are 

rated no less than in Fair condition. They do this by 

treating surfaces with a "slurry seal", replacing failing 

sections of streets, or recycling the top layers of asphalt 

streets to create smoother streets. This is done at a lower 

cost than replacing or reconstructing an entire street in 

Failed condition, and prevents the street from falling into 

further disrepair.  

    My office is happy to answer any questions you have 

about your particular street or alley or to enter service 

requests for repairs. I will continue to advocate for 

additional funding for our streets and alleys.  

Water Conservation 
 

    Despite the heavy rains we have experienced lately, 

conserving water is still part of our long range water 

supply plan. Since April 2012, a maximum twice-weekly 

watering schedule has been in place.  

    As a reminder, drip irrigation, soaker hoses, and hand 

watering are allowed on any day and at any time.  

    Please review the chart below and continue to help 

Dallas conserve its precious water supply. For more 

information about Water Conservation, follow this link: 

(Water Conservation). 
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