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Purpose

• To inform the Park and Recreation Board of 

initiatives by Park Maintenance staff to identify 

potential encroachments onto park land

• To inform the Board of the procedures currently 

underway to mitigate these encroachments
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Encroachment is the unlawful, unauthorized, 

or unpermitted use of the property of 

another 

What is an Encroachment?
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Types of Encroachments

•Buildings or structures, including garages, sheds, fences, 

playhouses or tree houses, swing sets or other play 

equipment

•Private-use areas, including parking spaces, patios, 

gardens, play or sport areas

•Storage areas for belongings, including boats, RV's, 

firewood, gardening equipment

•“Stuff you usually keep out of sight", including trash cans, 

compost bins, yard waste piles, junk cars, dumping of other 

debris or litter

•Privately installed landscaping, including hedges or 

borders that "claim" public property or limit the public's use 

or enjoyment of it
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CAPRA Standards



Identification of Encroachments

• Visual surveys of parks

• Inventory of undeveloped park areas

• Initial research of property boundaries

• Compile list of potential encroachments

• Request an official survey for property lines
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White Rock Lake - Case #1
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Lakewood Park - Case #2
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Olive Shapiro Park - Case #3
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Olive Shapiro Park - Case #3
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McCommas Bluff Preserve - Case #4
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McCommas Bluff Preserve - Case #4
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Devon Anderson Park/White Rock Greenbelt South - Case #5
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•
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Pecan Grove Park - Case #6



17 Dallas Park & Recreation

Pecan Grove Park - Case #6
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Pecan Grove Park - Case #6
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Mitigation Process

1. Department discovers a potential 

encroachment issue

2. Requests an official survey

3. Determines needed mitigation 

4. Works with CAO to prepare and 

send encroachment notification, with 

request for a response within 30 days

5. Refer to CAO Litigation Office if 

there is no response or an agreement 

cannot be reached
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Encroachment Notification Sample
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