
 
  

SENIOR AFFAIRS COMMISSION 
  

Monday, April 17, 2017 – 12:00 p.m. 
 

Dallas City Hall, L1FN Auditorium 
 

MEETING MINUTES   
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT VACANCIES GUESTS 
Trini Garza, Chairman District 4 Kasundra Brown 
Carmen Arana (Dist. 1) District 5 Lynda Ender 
Lydia Simpson (Dist. 2) District 8 Sonia Jordan 
John Johnson (Dist. 3)                                                 Jearldine McDaniel 
Cannon Flowers (Dist. 7) MEMBERS ABSENT Heather Silver 
Mary Ann Sparks (Dist. 9) Julia Suarez-Macias (Dist. 6)   
Jeri Baker (Dist. 10)                                                                             
Bill Gart (Dist. 11) SENIOR SERVICES STAFF     
Marlene Cohen (Dist. 12) Cobbie Ransom, Administrator 
Syl Benenson (Dist. 13) Ana Camacho, Caseworker 
Sarah B. Wick (Dist. 14) Myckycle Hart, Caseworker 
 Lynn Jenkinson, Caseworker 
                                                           Valencia Hooper Alexander, Manager 
                                                           Olivia Cruse, Volunteer 
 
CALL TO ORDER                               
Trini Garza, Chair, called the Senior Affairs Commission (SAC) meeting to order at 12:02 p.m.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
John Johnson moved to approve the March minutes as published.  Minutes were unanimously 
approved with no corrections. 
 
UPDATE ON SENIOR MEDICAL AND DENTAL PROGRAMS   
Cobbie Ransom, Administrator, Office of Senior Affairs (OSA), updated the SAC on the City of 
Dallas Senior Medical Transportation and Senior Dental Health Programs.   
 

 Real Time Transport (transportation provider) has been averaging 15 to 16 trips per day.   
 The OSA has been receiving 10 to 15 calls per day for information about dental services.  

 
 



PROPOSED FY 17-18 BUDGET RECOMMENDATION   
Syl Benenson reviewed the FY 17-18 budget recommendations for senior programs developed 
by the budget committee at their last meeting and asked the SAC to vote to approve the 
proposed budget.    
   
Bill Gart made a recommendation to restore the $73,049 for the Senior Ombudsman Program 
funded by Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), to eliminate the $23,000 for ad hoc 
programs provided by the senior services program, and to increase the $88,000 allocated for 
the Senior Employment Program.  After discussing the pros and cons of his recommendation, 
Ms. Benenson made a motion to restore the Senior Ombudsman Program to $73,049 and to 
eliminate the $23,000 allocated to the senior services program for ad hoc programs.  Mr. Gart 
seconded the motion.  The Commission unanimously voted to approve the change.   
 
Sarah Wick argued that the need for senior services will increase as the population increases.  
The quality of nursing home care will decrease without additional funding.  She recommended 
asking CDBG to increase the funding for the Senior Ombudsman Program.   
 
Lynda Ender, AGE Director of the Senior Source, described the purpose of the Senior 
Ombudsman Program and the impact that $23,000 would have on their program.  The Senior 
Ombudsman Program serves all of the nursing homes and assisted living facilities in Dallas 
County.  The Senior Source receives hundreds of calls and complaints per month concerning 
our most vulnerable citizens.  Every day, 10,000 baby boomers are turning 65.  Many of them 
do not have children.  A reduction in funding for the Senior Ombudsman Program would result in 
a reduction in the number of nursing home visits from two to one per month. 
 
Cannon Flowers made a motion to add $25,000 to the General Fund for senior services.  
Marlene Cohen seconded the motion.  The SAC voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
   
Mr. Gart made a motion to increase funding for the Senior Employment Program by 20 percent 
from $88,000.  Mr. Johnson seconded the motion.  
  
Ms. Benenson summarized the recommendations (to allocate $25,000 for ad hoc programs for 
senior services and to increase the employment program for seniors by 20% from $88,000 to 
$105,600) and made a motion to approve funding under General Funds for the senior programs, 
a total of $2,067,131.  John Johnson seconded the motion.  The SAC voted unanimously to 
approve the funding. 
 
OFFICE OF SENIOR AFFAIRS ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Mr. Ransom made three announcements:  
 

 The City Manager, T.C. Broadnax will speak at the SAC meeting on May 15, 2017. 
  

 The OSA applied for a transportation grant through the North Central Texas Council of 
Governments (NCTCOG) with the federal transportation authority to fund the senior 
medical transportation program for the next three years which will allow the OSA to 
increase the number of trips provided and expand transportation services to senior 
wellness centers and other facilities that provide senior wellness programming.  The City 
of Dallas Intergovernmental Services Department (ISD) assisted with grant application. 

 



 Mr. Ransom presented two dates for the Commissioners to select for a tour of CC Young. 
Four Commissioners voted for May 10th and seven Commissioners voted for June 9th. 

Lunch will be provided at noon followed by a tour of the facility on June 9, 2017. 
 
Valencia Hooper Alexander, Manager of OSA, presented an overview of the City of Dallas 
Senior Services Program, goals and objectives.   
 
UPDATES ON SENIOR INITIATIVES 
 
Senior Affairs Commission Committee Reports 
Ms. Wick reported that the Age-Friendly Communities committee met on April 4th to review the 
eight domains.  The committee developed recommendations to present to the City Council. 
 
Lydia Simpson reported that Age Well Live Well is still working on their website. The trip to Tyler 
is on hold.  Age Well Live Well will be participating at the DART Expo on May 11, 2017. 

 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS  
Ms. Ender briefed the SAC on legislative activities.  At the federal level, cuts are being proposed 
by the administrative budget to eliminate three of the core programs at the Senior Source:  
Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP), Senior Companion Program and the Foster 
Grandparent Program.  These programs provide older adults with the opportunity to volunteer in 
the community.  The Senior Source has been generating handwritten letters and cards to try to 
save these programs.  Meals on Wheels and AmeriCorps may also be cut. There are five bills 
being considered concerning elder financial security and banks reporting suspected financial 
abuse of older adults, guardianship and two tax bills.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Garza adjourned the meeting at 1:32 p.m. and asked the Commissioners to submit their 
commission reports in writing to be included in the minutes. 
 

 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Trinidad Garza, Senior Affairs Commission Chair 
 
 
 
 
 


