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The code requires relief valve drains to be extended to the outside of the building or to an 
approved indirect waste receptor located inside the building. 
 
When a sink is installed that requires the waste to be discharged into a sump and pumped to 
an approved drain, the sump will not be considered an approved location to drain a 
temperature and pressure relief valve. 
 

IRC P2803.6.1 Requirements of discharge pipe. The outlet of a pressure 
    relief valve, temperature relief valve or combination thereof, shall not 
    be directly connected to the drainage system.  The discharge from the 
    relief valve shall be piped full size separately to the outside of the 
    building or to an indirect waste receptor located inside the building. 
    In areas subject to freezing, the relief valve shall discharge through 
    an air gap into an indirect waste receptor located within a heated 
    space, or by other approved means.  The discharge shall be installed in 
    a manner that does not cause personal injury or property damage and 
    that is readily observable by the building occupants.  The discharge 
    from a relief valve shall not be trapped.  The diameter of the 
    discharge piping shall not be less than the diameter of the relief 
    valve outlet.  The discharge pipe shall be installed so as to drain by 
    gravity flow and shall terminate atmospherically not more than 6 inches 
    (152 mm) above the floor.  The end of the discharge pipe shall not be 
    threaded. 

 
IPC P504.6 Relief outlet waste.  The outlet of a pressure, temperature or 
  other relief valve shall not be directly connected to the drainage system. 

 
P504.6.1 Discharge. The relief valve shall discharge full size to a safe place 
of disposal such as the floor, outside the building, or an indirect waste 
receptor. The discharge pipe shall not have any trapped sections and shall 
have a visible air gap or air gap fitting located in the same room as the water 
heater. The discharge shall be installed in a manner that does not cause 
personal injury to occupants in the immediate area or structural damage to 
the building. 
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Note that these sections state “or indirect waste receptor”. The following configuration maybe 
used as alternative to out side the building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This must be installed as shown. 
 
 
 
 

SIGNATURE: Lonnie Erwin,  
                Chief Plumbing and Mechanical Inspector 
                          City of Dallas 

Minimum 1/1/2” Air 
Gap Required. 

Pan Drain 

T & P Discharge Line 

This box is to be used for T&P and Pan 
Drain only. Drain lines centered over 
the  indirect opening. 
 Must be installed above flood rim of 
washer box and in a readily visible 
location.

2” Pipe Size  

May be connected to a separate P-trap 
With trap primer 

Washer 
Box (IPS 

Washer Box 
or similar) 
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