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The Hall of Negro Life
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A Documentary event



In 1935, a delegation from
Texas travelled to
Washington, D.C., for a
Congressional hearing.
Their goal: to bring back
$3M to celebrate the
Texas Centennial and to
create the most expansive
world’s fair...ever.







There is nothing more inspiring in the annals of
American history than Texas. It is neither local
nor provincial, but glamorous. It is about people
who went there to establish a new empire. We
seek to perpetuate the glory of America through
the eyes of Texas.

-FRITZ LANHAM, CONGRESSMAN



Once the leading Negro men and women learned of
the Texas Centennial plans, they presented at the State
Legislature, advocating to be part of the celebration.

Originally, $500K was granted for an exhibit.
As 1936 drew closer, they were told they would
receive no money.

And ‘Negro’ participation was no longer welcome.



..JHIS IS A REAL GRISIS



A. MACEO SMITH

Smith and religious leader Maynard Jackson had
assured African-Americans of Texas they would have a
substantial presence in the Centennial Exposition. But
they now had a crisis...

...they ran afoul of the Dallas leadership group when
they took an unpopular policitical stance.

With no money and less than four months before the
Centennial, Smith along with Eugene Jones and Jesse
O. Thomas, were able to have the crisis raised with
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR).

Thomas and members of the Urban league were

connected to Roosevelt as ‘Negro’ advisers, whom
FDR called his ‘Black Cabinet.






JESSE O. THOMAS

Jesse O. Thomas, a native of Mississippi, attended Tuskegee University and became a
protege of Booker T. Washington.

Trained as an economist, Thomas went to work for the State of New York and became an
early co-founder of the Urban League.

Thomas became the ‘father’ of black social work in the United States and focused his efforts
on the conditions facing blacks.

He was chosen to lead the development of the Hall of Negro Life.

EUGENE K. JONES

Eugene K. Jones, a descendant of slaves, became a graduate of Cornell University and
a professor at the University of Louisville.

Jones went on to found the Alpha Psi Alpha fraternity, multiple magazines, and
developed the foundation for the Urban League.

Appointed to a position at the Department of Commerce, Jones developed a
relationship with FDR and became a leading member of FDR's ‘Black Cabinet.’



Federal dollars were allocated through the
relationship between Eugene Jones, Jesse Thomas,
A. Maceo Smith and FDR, but state and city leaders

chose to appoint a committee to oversee them.

With fewer than100 days before the exhibition was
scheduled to open, the money was allocated...

And so our story begins....



ART SUSTAINS
THE JO

THE EMOTION OF
URNEY...

ACHIEVEMENTS TELL THE
STORY



Aaron Douglas, the leading African-
American artist of the period, was
commissioned to paint the four murals

that would illuminate the Hall of
Negro Life.




“Aspirations”
By Aaron Douglas
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“The Eyes of Texas are Upon You”







The Hall of Negro Life and Culture opened on
19 June 1936.

400,000 visitors from around the globe.

African-Americans for the first time in U.S. history told their story
—with their artists and writers and visionaries— at a World'’s Fair.

This ignited the spark that became the fire that lit the civil rights
movement...across America.




THE TEXAS CENT ENNIAL EXPOSITION

THE HALL OF

NEGRO LIFE AND
CULTURE IS CLOSED
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RISING

The Hall of Negro Life

KERA

Coming This Spring




RISING

The Hall of Negro Life

Major Funding Provided By:

‘?’ Office of
Arts & INTHECITY

Culture FOR GOOD

City of Dallas




Title Rising: The Hall of Negro Life

In the middle of the great depression, African-Americans received the opportunity to tell their story at a
world's fair- in Texas. This has never occurred before. The story of those five months altered the tenor
and trajectory of U.S. race relations.
Summa ry But after five months the Hall of Negro Life and Culture was mysteriously destroyed.
No records or reason to explain what truly happened.
Yet, the smoldering embers of the story would not die and a civil rights movement emerged from the
destruction of the the Hall of Negro Life and Culture. It happened here. . .in Dallas, Texas.
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