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Thanksgiving Square

Neighborhood:
Thanksgiving/Commerce Center

Program:
Park/Public Space

Policy References Context Description

Thanksgiving Square is located downtown on a triangular block bounded by Pacific, Bryan and 
Ervay. The plaza, designed by architect Philip Johnson, was first opened to the public in 1976 and 
later modified to accommodate the DART Transit Mall along Pacific in the mid 1990’s. The intent 
of the current proposal is to restore and revitalize the existing plaza and infrastructure, while 
introducing minor modification to better integrate the plaza with the surrounding public realm 
and adjacent mix of uses. 

Important considerations include enhancing the park’s relationship with the street both visually 
and functionally though potential perimeter wall modifications, additional access points and 
public realm improvements that help engage the park with the public realm and surrounding 
uses. 

Downtown Dallas 360
Chapter 3, Chapter 4

Forward Dallas!
Section 5 [urban design element]

TIF Urban Design Guidelines
Part III, Part IV [City Center]

[1] Consider modifications to perimeter wall to enhance visibility and access into the plaza 
from street level - 
Discussion around lowering or eliminating sections of wall, and exploring strategies to 
create more seamless transitions between the public realm and the plaza is encouraged. 
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[2] Explore additional formal and/or informal entry or access points where appropriate - 
Introducing additional plaza entry points through formal means (stairways, sidewalks)
or informal means (lawns, berms, terraces or other occupiable features) would serve as 
additional opportunities to enhance the plaza’s usability and engagement and integration 
with the surrounding context. 

[3] Consider modifying the sidewalk and bus lane along Pacific to create a more 
pedestrian oriented streetscape - 
Design details such as elimination of curbs, increased pedestrian areas, and materiality and 
treatments should be carefully considered to create a visually identifiable pedestrian area 
along the Pacific frontage of the plaza. 
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