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CTC Trail Overlook

Neighborhood:
Victory Park

TIF District:
Sports Arena

Program:
Pedestrian Bridge
Bike Lanes
Open Space

Context Description
Design for the Circuit Trail Overlook Plaza, a critical component of the Hi-Line Connector, 
has undergone substantial changes since the Panel first reviewed this project in 2019. The 
Overlook Plaza will complete the one mile link between two highly used bike/pedestrian 
trails in Victory Park and the Design District providing a safe and accessible pedestrian 
and bike connection while delivering public open space enhancements and economic 
development to the adjacent districts. The Connector is one of the critical links needed to 
complete The Loop, a 50+ mile trail network comprising existing and proposed trails circling 
the heart of Dallas. Funding was dedicated in the 2017 Bond to complete the missing eleven 
miles of The Loop, including the Hi-Line Connector.

Design considerations for the Overlook Plaza include the preservation of existing trees where 
possible, integration of public art and shade, signage, a phasing strategy to facilitate minimal 
interuption to the use of Katy Trail during construction, and the opportunity to accommodate 
a future connection to the neighboring Little Mexico DHA community and beyond to Harry 
Hines Blvd and the Harwood District.

Forward Dallas!
Section 5 [urban design element]

The 360 Plan (2017)

TIF Urban Design Guidelines
Part III, Part IV [Sports Arena]

Dallas Complete Streets Design Manual
Chapters II, III, V
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Introducing a new connection to the Katy Trail from Victory Avenue will create 
an opportunity to develop a design that responds and celebrates the Balcones 
Fault Texas limestone revealed at this point.

Consideration should be givent to how these iconic rock wall formations can 
uniquely reinforce and inform the design and material selection and treatment.

Providing a direct, safe, and accessible option for connecting to the Katy Trail 
while also serving as a trailhead that orients and provides a welcoming area of 
respite.

Attention should be given to accommodating these and other program 
components in a tight footprint while celebrating this unique location through 
design and public art.

[a]

[b]

The Katy Trail passes through one of its tightest righ-of-ways at this point. 
Detmining how space can be allocated to provide safe and well marked ped/
bike facilities, overlook and rest areas, and shade opportunities should be 
carefully considered.
Thought should be given to how the Overlook Plaza’s critical program 
components can safely connect with the exiting Katy Trail through a deliberate 
design response. 

This project creates an important opportunity to design a Overlook Plaza that 
can allow the neighboring Little Mexico DHA and Harwood communities direct 
access to this end of the Katy Trail.
Careful attention should be given to how in the future, this project can easily 
accommodate an access point wihtout much disturbance to the Katy Trail or 
Overlook Plaza.

[d]

[c]
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THE LOOP PLAZA



AREA CONTEXT MAP
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ESCARPMENT GEOLOGY OF THE AREA



EXISTING CONDITIONS

Image: The Loop Dallas Website



EXISTING CONDITIONS



EXISTING CONDITIONS



OPPORTUNITIES / 
CONSTRAINTS
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DESIGN SHOWN TO UDRP 
PREVIOUSLY 

Image: The Loop Dallas Website



PREVIOUS DESIGN



BACK TO THE BASICS
WHAT DOES THIS PROJECT WANT TO BE?

GOAL - Katy 
trail to act as 
the dominant 

gathering 
place.

GOAL: Not to 
lose the 

natural feel of 
the Katy Trail

GOAL: Create 
upper and lower 
level to be safe, 
inviting and feel 
easy to travel to 

and through

Goal: Keep it
simple not 
complex. 
Phillip H.
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Entry Plaza under Bridge

Upper Level Plaza

Ramps and Stairs to upper levels

Bike / Ped Sloped Walk

Bridge

Pausing Area on Bridge

Existing Forested Area

Stone Wall

Custom Bench
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CIRCULATION PLAN
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LOWER LEVEL

UPPER LEVEL

LOWER AND UPPER LEVEL

LEGEND

Entry Plaza under Bridge

Sitting Edges under Bridge

Bike / Ped Sloped Walk

Katy Trail / Bridge

Overlook on Bridge

Natural Escarpment

Existing Forested Area

Drainage Infrastructure

Shade Structure



SIMPLISTIC FORMS
INSPIRATION



ESCARPMENT
INSPIRATION 



 ART - INSPIRATION



BRIDGE ELEVATION



BRIDGE GROUND LEVEL



BRIDGE FROM HOUSTON ST.



site

BRIDGE GOING UP RAMP



BRIDGE AERIAL



BRIDGE UPPER LEVEL



UPPER LEVEL PLAZA



AERIAL OF PLAZA



THANK YOU
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