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SW Medical District Transformation

Neighborhood:
Southwestern Medical District TIF

Program:
Open Space
Streetscape

1.

Develop a vision for the future of the Southwestern Medical District’s pedestrian 
environment that balances the needs of all users and serves a multitude of social, 
recreational, and ecological needs.

Embrace complete streets along edges of the District which prioritize the needs of 
pedestrians, cyclists, public transit users, and motorists alike and design streetscapes 
that accommodate multiple modes of transportation, have wide sidewalks, and 
adequate bike infrastructure.

Integrate green infrastructure elements into the pedestrian environment to enhance 
ecological sustainability, mitigate environmental impacts, and acknowledge CECAP 
goals. Incorporate native trees, rain gardens, bioswales, permeable pavement, and 
green roofs to manage stormwater runoff, improve air quality, and provide habitat for 
wildlife.

Create inviting and vibrant pedestrian spaces that encourage usage, social interaction, 
and recreation. Incorporate opportunities for public art, seating, community gathering 
and play spaces.

[1]

Context Description
The Southwestern Medical District Transformation Project is a catalytic, multi-phase 
infrastructure project that reimagines the public realm and green space development 
within Dallas’s premier medical area—home to Parkland Health, Children’s Health, and UT 
Southwestern.  The design effort is grounded in biophilic design principles and an evidence-
based design process in order to increase the physical and mental health benefits of the 
project while mitigating urban heat.

Phase 1, Green Spine,  will convert Harry Hines Boulevard from Butler Road to Market Center 
Boulevard into a safe, shaded, multi-modal corridor. Phase 2, Green Park, will create an iconic 
8-acre signature park in the heart of the District. Together, these two phases strengthen 
public safety, health, infrastructure resilience, and economic vitality, while advancing the 
City’s Climate Action Plan, Complete Streets policies, and Vision Zero goals.

Forward Dallas 2.0

Comprehensive Environmental & Climate Action Plan (CECAP)

TIF Urban Design Guidelines

The 360 Plan, Chapters 4 & 5

Southwestern Medical District Area Plan

1. UTSW Proton Treatment Center, 2013
2. The Green Heart, 2019
3. Dallas Medical Research Park at Parkland, 2020
4. Hawthorne Townhomes, 2013

Consider how the proposed phasing can maximize the success of the development 
and surrounding neighborhoods over time. Ensure project can remain responsive to 
evolving needs, capitalize on opportunities, provide infrastructure, and create public 
amenities that support the needs of residents, businesses, and visitors as the project 
evolves.

[2]

Improve safe pedestrian and vehicular access to downtown and adjacent destinations 
with reconfiguration of the Harry Hines Boulevard cloverleaf interchange. Adjustments 
to the city grid and off-ramp should facilitate safe pedestrian movement, simplify 
vehicular conflicts and access to/from Southwestern Medical District, and provide 
opportunities to visually enhance the District with park and open space.

[4]
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SOUTHWESTERN MEDICAL DISTRICT
Harry Hines Blvd. 
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Phase 1: TTF | COD Green Spine
• Infrastructure managed by COD
• Amenities managed by TTF

Design Phasing Plan

Phase 3: COD HH at Mockingbird
• Infrastructure funded and managed by COD

Phase 2: TTF Green Park
• Infrastructure managed by TTF
• Amenities managed by TTF



THE GREEN SPINE
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Use and Destinations

How can we attract district users to use the Harry Hines corridor?













TTF Dallas Urban Heat Island Study

Tree Canopy Coverage Paving Surface Coverage Average Daily High Temperature
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Where do people avoid walking or standing due to heat?



























THE GREEN PARK
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