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The Jefferson

Neighborhood:
Oak Cliff Gateway TIF

Program:
Mixed-Use
Multi-Family Residential
Commercial

Parking design should provide an environment that is safe, accessible, and 
comfortable for residents and visitors while contributing to environmental 
sustainability and the well-being of the community. Consider how this 
redevelopment can help support the City’s iSWM and CECAP goals. 
Design landscaping in a way to enhance shading and use green infrastructure strategies 
to help mitigate flooding and water pollution. Maximize opportunities to capture and 
reuse stormwater and reduce the impact of impermeable surfaces to enhance the health 
and well-being of the public. 

Loading and service entries, blank walls, trash enclosures, and internal drives should be 
limited in size and located where they minimize disruption of pedestrian access and 
interest. 
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Context Description
The Jefferson is a 1.72 acre property located north of I-35 in the Oak Cliff Gateway TIF District. The 
property was once home to Oak Cliff United Methodist Church. This adaptive reuse project aims to 
sensitively rehabilitate and convert a currently unused historic church campus and City of Dallas 
Landmark into commercial retail and/or office space and apartment lofts. There are three existing 
buildings on the property including a 14,600 SF Classical Revival Style sanctuary building that was 
built in 1915. A 20,000 SF, 3-story education building was built in 1926 and compliments the original 
Classical Revival Style. Another 12,000 SF, 1.5-story youth building was added in 1951. 

The streetscape along both Marsalis and East Jefferson will be enhanced with a diverse mix of 
groundcover plantings and additional canopy trees. A corner entry plaza and multi-use area will 
invite the public into the site from the street edges. North of the sanctuary, an additional plaza will be 
constructed that connects to an outdoor event and amenity space behind the youth building. 

Forward Dallas 2.0

Comprehensive Environmental & Climate Action Plan (CECAP)

TIF Urban Design Guidelines
Part II & III, Part IV [Oak Cliff Gateway]
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Future development should continue to provide opportunities to enhance this 
site’s framework, overall circulation, and pedestrian safety with special attention to 
Marsalis Avenue and East Jefferson Boulevard.
Consideration should be given to the arrangement of the vehicular network, public 
infrastructure, and pedestrian pathways so that they encourage walkability and low-
speed mobility around the site. 

Ensure the street and pedestrian circulation is designed to encourage a safe and walkable 
environment to adjacent uses with crosswalks implemented between the site, future 
developments, and established single-family residential neighborhoods. Provide well-lit, 
clear, and accessible pedestrian pathways to the proposed residential and retail spaces. 

Develop a vision for the future of the neighborhood’s pedestrian environment that 
serves a multitude of social, recreational, and ecological needs. 
Create safe, inviting, and vibrant pedestrian spaces that encourage usage, social 
interaction, and recreation. Incorporate opportunities for public art, seating, community 
gathering and play spaces.

Promote active transportation as a viable alternative to driving.
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