
The following Conservation District Standards definitions were created by the Neighborhood Committee to 
refer to throughout the ordinance process. Additional definition detail is found in the Dallas City Code 
SEC.51 A-4.505 for Conservation Districts. As a note, a Conservation District ordinance replaces the current 
zoning regulations. 

Development Standards must be included in the new Conservation District ordinance 

Accessory structures refer to detached garages, sheds and guesthouses. 

Building and structure height is defined as total structure height to the peak of the highest roofline. Needs 
to be considered because of the impact of adding a second story or structure taller than what is currently in 
the neighborhood. 

Density refers to the number of structures on the lot. 

Fences and walls address the material, height and location for front, back and side fences or walls. 

Lot coverage identifies the amount of land that structures occupy on a site. This is typically a percentage of 
the total lot size. 

Lot size defines what is the minimum or maximum lot size allowed. 

Off-street parking and loading requirements regulate how much of the lot can be used for parking and 
where parking is placed. 

Permitted uses defines what is allowed in the zoning such as residential or commercial uses. 

Permitted uses - stories refer to the number of stories allowed. 

Floor area ratio is the measurement of a building floor area in relation to the size of the lot that the building 
is located on. Divided the total area of the building by the total area of the lot. 

Setbacks define how far the house is from the front, back and side property lines. This to keep houses at a 
standard and compatible distance from the street and neighbors. 

Architectural Standards must be included in the new Conservation District ordinance 

Architectural Styles is the basic style of the architecture used in the design of the houses. 

Building elevation is the design of the fac;:ade of the building including doors, windows, porches and other 
features. 

Building materials such as brick, stone, wood, artificial siding, stucco. 

Chimneys identifies the number of chimneys, placement, interior or exterior. 

Porch styles refer to porches either extending from the house or under the existing rootline, covering a deck 
or stoop to access an entry door. 

Roof form or pitch refers to the type of roof such as gable, hip, flat. The pitch refers to the slope of the roof. 

Roofing materials include asphalt, composite, metal or clay tile. 

Windows reter to the material (wood, vinyl or metal),size, location, style (singie or double hung, casement, 
fixed, picture or glass block), and number of divisions per window. 

Development and Architectural Standards are optional and may be included in the new Conservation District 
ordinance if the neighborhood so chooses 

Building relocation is moving the house to another location on the lot or to another lot. 

Building width is how wide a structure is at any given point. 

Demolition is the removal of a structure from the lot. 
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Driveways, curbs and sidewalks is the location of driveways and sidewalks on the lot and includes width,
style and material.

Foundations is the portion of the house below the floor level, extending into the ground to support the
house.

Garage location and entrance describes whether the garage is integrated with the house or is free standing
on the lot and where it is placed. Also includes the orientation of the door opening, such as to the street, side
or rear.

Impervious surfaces describe those surfaces that do not allow for drainage of water, such as concrete
driveways, patios, decks, etc.

Landscaping or other natural features refers to trees, shrubs, large rocks and their placement on the lot.
May include size and removal of trees.

Massing refers to the structure in three dimensions and describes the number of pieces that make up the
design of the houses, such as projections, roofs and other features that vary from the facade.

Paint color is the exterior paint color for body, trim, windows and doors. It can also apply to painting of
brick and stone siding material.

Solar energy systems and the components refer to placement and number of solar panels installed on a
roof.

Steps is the location and material used to access a porch or deck.

Window and dormer size and location is where new dormers may be installed on the roof and new
windows installed in the facade of the house, and their size.
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