
Explanation of Revisions to Lakewood expansion draft number two 

Following the two neighborhood meetings held in February to review the first draft of the proposed 

ordinance for the Lakewood expansion, an online poll was conducted to gather additional input into what 

areas could use attention.  Many residents expressed concerns related to the overall complexity and 

length of the draft and developmental regulations being overly restrictive compared to current existing 

regulations.  This document is intended to provide some insight into the changes that took place in 

response to the input received since the first draft. 

 

Format 

The revised draft will appear different due to reformatting to the City Attorney’s Office standard 

guidelines.  This includes indenting and spacing, but the biggest change is that all sections of the 

developmental standards of the ordinance are to be in alphabetical order.  In an effort to help residents 

compare the changes, a side by side contrast will be made on some of the bigger changes and a notated 

table of contents is provided to allow for easier analysis of the updated document.  There are 

considerable changes and deletions that took place, but the revised formatting does not significantly 

shorten the overall length of the draft even though it would be several pages shorter if the old formatting 

was used. 

 

Developmental standards removed 

In reviewing comments from the survey many property owners expressed concern over changes to 

regulations that they already live under.  The proposed ordinance already refers back to base R-7.5(A) 

zoning for any area that is not covered by the ordinance, so several sections have been removed allowing 

the existing zoning to remain in effect.  Those areas removed from the text are density, floor area ratio, 

foundations, lot size, parking, uses, and waterfall steps. 

 

Developmental standards revised 

In compliment to the standards that have been removed, several other notable revisions were made in 

the developmental standards.  A front entry driveway is no longer a requirement for new construction, as 

many felt as though this was not part of the character of the area and negatively impacted the buildable 

area of the lot.  This change can be seen in the revised side yard setback requirements for main buildings 

that are now in line with existing zoning, 5’ and 6’ depending on the size of the lot, and a reduced rear 

yard setback for main buildings of 10’.  Maximum building height is also now tied to the lot size, allowing 

houses on larger lots to be taller and more in line with neighboring houses and what would be allowed 

under current zoning.  In addition, all houses regardless of style, are allowed to be two stories with an 

attic story. Two notable regulations that were removed from the draft are the prohibition on painting 

brick as well as not allowing circular driveways. 

 

Architectural standards revised 

The architectural standards for Contributing houses (Spanish Eclectic/Revival, French Eclectic, 

Neoclassical, Tudor, or Colonial Revival) have been changed from a scoring system for remodels and new 

construction to require that at least six of the design elements of each style be incorporated.  This should 

simplify both the design and review process. 

A significant change to the architectural standards for those properties not identified as one of the five 

contributing styles is that all other architectural styles, now classified in the proposed ordinance as 

Supporting Houses, will have the same regulations pertaining to materials, roofs, and windows.  These 

general standards are intended to maintain the existing look of the neighborhood if the house is 

remodeled.  The change to the term “Supporting Houses” was in response to comments made in the 

survey about how all of the existing houses in the proposed expansion area contribute to the character of 

the neighborhood. 

 

Guide to changes 

The table of contents included in this document will tell you where a section of the ordinance can be 

found in the first draft of the proposed ordinance which can be found on the City of Dallas Conservation 

District website, or using the link https://bit.ly/LakewoodExpansion.  Excerpts from those sections of the 

ordinance that experienced the most consequential change are contrasted with the language from the 

first draft outlined in red and the updated draft in green. 
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