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BACKGROUND 
 

ÅOn March 1, 1986 the LANDSCAPE zoning ordinance 
originated under Chapter 51. 

Åhƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нрΣ мффлΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ άǘƻ 
support the protection and preservation of trees across the 
ŎƛǘȅέΦ 

ÅOn May 25, 1994, the LANDSCAPE ordinance was amended in 
to Chapter 51A along with a new TREE PRESERVATION 
ordinance.  

Å In 2003 amendments were made to: 
     -  Definitions 
     -  Shared Access Development regulations 
     -  Enforcement methods 
     -  Tree mitigation procedures  
     -  Construction site tree protection 
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BACKGROUND 
 

Å In 2005, the Urban Forest Advisory Committee (UFAC) was 
formed by the City Council. 

Å In September 2007, UFAC began to address revising the tree 
division of Article X. 

Å In 2009, UFAC collaborated with the Green Building Task Force 
to include development community input. 

Å2010, meetings concluded with conceptual changes, agreed 
upon by development advocates and UFAC, which established 
a sustainability matrix to reward developers for best practices. 

Å In 2010 and 2011, UFAC presented recommendations to the 
City Council Quality of Life Committee. 
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BACKGROUND 
 

ÅFebruary 5, 2015, the Zoning Ordinance Advisory Committee 
(ZOAC) began the process of amending Article X, beginning 
with the General Division. 

ÅThe next two years at ZOAC was focused on education, public 
input, discussion, and evaluation of options and proposals. 

ÅFebruary 16, 2017, the Zoning Ordinance Advisory Committee 
moved the proposed amendments to City Plan Commission.  
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WHY AMEND 
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Å/ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ¦C!/Ωǎ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎǎ to 
City Council Quality of Life Committee in 2010 and 2011 on 
needed amendments and proposed recommendations 

ÅCity policies and ordinances over the past 10 years have been 
directed towards sustainable development. 

 -  Ψ²ŀǘŜǊ-ǿƛǎŜΩ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ-Water Conservation Strategic 
     Plan by Dallas Water Utilities 

 -  Green Building ordinances 

 -  iSWM criteria manual for construction 

 -  Complete Streets 



WHY AMEND 
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ÅforwardDallas! Comprehensive Plan 

ïCore Value: Healthy Environment 

ïLŘŜŀƭΥ ¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
protected for current and future generations. 

ïInitiative: Ensure environmental sustainability. 

ÅProtect Dallas water quality and watersheds 

ÅIncrease the urban tree canopy 

ÅImprove air quality 

ÅImprove energy efficiency 

ÅProtecting and enhancing open space 

ÅProvide access to parks, open spaces and recreation. 



WHY AMEND 
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ÅLocal Studies  
ïHARC Heat Island Study ς 2009 

ïUrban Heat Island Factoring Public 

     Health (soon to be released) - shows  

     effect of heat island abatement to  

     public health factors   

ï¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ǊŜŜǎ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Ǌōŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘΩ 
comprehensive study in 2014. 
Å14.7 million trees valued at $9 billion. 

Å¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘǊŜŜ ŎŀƴƻǇȅ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 
Trinity Forest) is 28.7%. 

 



WHY AMEND 
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ÅNew research and technology  

Advances in scientific research in the relationship 
of the trees to the public health and quality of life. 

Research in healthy tree growth requirements and 
their soil volume demands 

Technology advances to allow for tree root growth 
in high density pedestrian environments  

Åstructural soils  

Åsuspended pavement systems 

 



WHY AMEND 
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ÅIndustry Standards 

ïBest management practices  

ÅDevelopment and implementation of generally  
accepted industry standards and best 
management practices for worker safety, and 
for tree pruning, planting and transplanting, 
tree risk assessment, soil management, 
construction site management, and other 
practices (ANSI A300). 

 



WHY AMEND 
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ÅPublic Interest 

ïdevelopment advocates 

ïurban forest conservation community 

ïprofessionals in tree services, and landscape architects 
and designers 



ARTICLE X 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

Effects of development. 
 

The process of urban growth and development with its 
alteration of the natural topography, vegetation, and 
creation of impervious cover can have a negative effect on 
the ecological balance of an area by causing increases in 
air temperatures and accelerating the processes of runoff, 
erosion and sedimentation.  
 
 
      
 
 
 

 
12 



ARTICLE X 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

Economic base. 
 

Χ The economic base of the city can and should be 
protected through the conservation preservation and 
enhancement of the unique natural beauty, environment, 
and vegetative space in this area. 
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ARTICLE X 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

 

ά¢ƘŜ process of urban growth and development with its 
alteration of the natural topography, vegetation, and 
creation of impervious cover can have a negative effect on 
the ecological balance of an area by causing increases in 
air temperatures and accelerating the processes of runoff, 
erosion and sedimentation. The economic base of the city 
can and should be protected through the conservation 
preservation and enhancement of the unique natural 
beauty, environment, and vegetative space in this area. 
Recognizing that the general objectives of this article are 
to promote and protect the health, safety, and welfare of 
the public, the city council further declares that this article 
is adopted for the following specific purposes:έ 
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ARTICLE X 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

1) ¢ƻ ŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
balance by contributing to the processes of  
ï air purification,  

ï oxygen regeneration,  

ï ground-water recharge, and  

ï storm water runoff retardation, and filtration  

 while at the same time aiding in noise, glare, wind, and 
heat abatement.   
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ARTICLE X 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

2) To provide visual buffering between land uses of 
differing character to alleviate the harshness of urban 
life. 
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ARTICLE X 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

3)  To enhance the beautification of the city. 
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ARTICLE X 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

4) To enhance and safeguard property values and to     

     protect public and private investment. 
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ARTICLE X 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

5)    To conserve energy. 
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