For more information
about preventing
water pollution:
City of Dallas Public Works &
Transportation Department
Storm Water Management
(214) 948-4022
Report water polluters and illicit discharges. Request brochures about water
pollution prevention, flood insurance, and
flood safety in Dallas.

City of Dallas Water Utilities
Conservation (214) 670-3155
Request information about water conservation, xeriscape and other topics.

Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (1-800-CLEAN-UP)

Dallas County Household
Hazardous Waste Network
(214) 553-1765
Dallas residents now have two safe options
for disposing of household hazardous waste.
Residents may take waste to a permanent collection facility by calling (214) 553-1765 and
making an appointment. Waste may also be
disposed of at any of several Dallas County collection day events. Call (214) 553-1765 to find
out when the next collection event will be held
near you. Both services are free of charge to
Dallas residents. A photo identification, such
as a driver’s license, and a recent utility bill are
required to prove Dallas residency.

To report illicit discharges and water
polluters call 311 or Storm Water
Management at (214) 948-4022

For more information visit our Web site at
www.dallascityhall.com/dallas/eng/
html/storm_water_quality.html

State environmental authority offering lots
of good information about pesticide/fertilizer usage, composting, household hazardous waste disposal and recycling.

Texas Cooperative Extension
for Dallas County (214) 903-3050
This agency offers a wealth of information
about landscaping and gardening in the
Dallas area. They can help you with
mulching, composting, safe pest control,
fertilization and much more. Learn what to
plant, when to plant it and how to take
care of it.

For additional copies of this brochure, contact:
City of Dallas Public Works & Transportation Dept.
Storm Water Management
320 East Jefferson Blvd.
Dallas, Texas 75203
(214) 948-4022
Printed on recycled paper
10/03
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Oil
and
water
don’t
mix.

Used motor oil is
one of the most
prevalent pollutants
found in Dallas
creeks, lakes and
the Trinity River. But
how does it get
there?

Recycling used motor oil is easy.

Oil slicks
in the
Trinity
River?

1.
2.

Drain your used motor oil into a clean, sealed container. An old milk jug will do
fine. Many retailers sell low-profile, reusable drain buckets with a sealable top.

How?

3.

Recycle your used motor oil and filters by taking them to an approved
collection site for used motor oil. Many full-service gas stations and retailers that sell auto parts will accept your used motor oil. Some may charge a small fee
to take your oil filter. Make sure you call the location of the retailer before you go!

Used motor oil and other automotive chemicals get into our water supply through careless and improper disposal or by simply dumping it on the ground.
Anything dumped
into a storm drain,
including used
motor oil, drains
directly to the nearest water supply––it
does not get treated
and cleaned.
Poorly maintained motor
vehicles leak fluids onto roadways. Fluids then wash into
storm drains and into our water supply every
time it rains.
Used motor oil dumped on the ground eventually seeps into the ground water and eventually reaches the water supply.
Let’s work together to stop this senseless
destruction of our creeks, lakes and the Trinity
River. Do your part and dispose of your used
motor oil properly ––recycle it!

Just follow these three simple steps:

Never mix used motor oil with trash, antifreeze, degreasers, brake fluids or
other automotive chemicals. Also, don’t mix used motor oil with cooking
oils, paint thinners, gasoline or other fluids or solvents.

Why recycle used motor oil?
• Used motor oil causes water pollution. Water
pollution is ugly, destroys neighborhoods, prevents economic growth, threatens the environment and is a health hazard.

Please remember that anything that
enters a storm drain is not treated before
it flows into the nearest creek, lake or the
Trinity River.
• Dispose of motor oil, antifreeze and other
chemicals properly.

• Just one gallon of oil will pollute one million
gallons of water.

• Keep your cars maintained so they don’t
leak.

• Each year in the United States, people who
change their own motor oil dump more oil
onto the environment than the amount spilled
by one of the worst oil tanker spills in United
States history.

• Don’t use motor oil, gasoline, or kerosene
to kill weeds and insects.

• Texans generate approximately 25 million
gallons of used motor oil each year. According
to the State of Texas, more than 70 percent is
disposed of improperly.
• Used motor oil is a valuable resource. It can
be used for industrial fuels, mixed with
asphalt and made into road-base, and rerefined into lubricants with the same quality
as “virgin” products.
• Improper disposal of used motor oil ––especially dumping it into a storm drain––is illegal
and punishable by fine.

• Keep soaps and detergents out of storm
drains.
• Don’t throw anything into storm drains
or your neighborhood creek. This
includes yard waste and trash.
• Eliminate soil erosion problems as this
causes sediment buildup in our creeks,
lakes and the Trinity River.
• Dispose of paints and other chemicals
properly.
• Avoid overuse of fertilizers and
insecticides.
• To report an illicit discharge, call 311 or
(214) 948-4022.

