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DATE January 20, 2026 CITY OF DALLAS 

TO Honorable Members of the Quality of Life, Arts & Culture Committee: Zarin D. Gracey 
    (Chair), Laura Cadena (Vice Chair), Adam Bazaldua, Paul Ridley, Bill Roth, Chad 
    West, Gay Donnell Willis 

SUBJECT City-managed Cultural Venue Overview – South Dallas Cultural Center 

The Office of Arts and Culture (OAC) manages seven cultural venues: the Bath House 
Cultural Center, Latino Cultural Center, Oak Cliff Cultural Center, South Dallas Cultural 
Center, Juanita Craft Civil Rights House and Museum, Majestic Theatre, and Moody 
Performance Hall. In alignment with the Dallas Cultural Plan 2018 initiative to “increase 
transparency in facility policies and structures,” OAC has been providing memoranda 
highlighting each center’s operations, programming, and facility needs. 

This memo provides a comprehensive overview of the South Dallas Cultural Center 
(SDCC) including historical significance, mission-driven programming, community 
partnerships, exhibitions, artist engagement, and facility considerations. The information 
is intended to support the continued preservation and strengthening of the City of Dallas’ 
cultural assets. 

South Dallas Cultural Center 

Facility Overview 

The South Dallas Cultural Center (SDCC), located at 3400 S. Fitzhugh Avenue, was 
founded to promote, preserve, and present the African and African Diaspora cultural 
experience. Opening in 1986 and Designed by noted architect William Sidney Pittman, 
the SDCC serves as a multidisciplinary arts hub providing accessible cultural 
programming to residents of South Dallas and the broader region. 

The center features a wide range of creative and learning environments, including: 

• Arthello Beck Gallery –
Professional Exhibitions

• Augusta Savage Gallery – Student
Exhibitions

• Art Studio
• Dance Studio
• Recording Studio
• Resource Library

• Workshop / Maker Studio
• Multi Arts A – Multipurpose

Programming Space
• Multi Arts B – Multipurpose

Programming Space
• Black Box Theater
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The City of Dallas manages facility and capital maintenance for all SDCC spaces. 

Management and Operations 

The South Dallas Cultural Center is staffed and operated by the Office of Arts and Culture. 
Its mission aligns with OAC’s commitment to cultural expression, artist development, and 
community access. SDCC serves as a critical anchor for culturally rooted programming 
and serves thousands of residents annually through exhibitions, residencies, classes, 
performances, and partnerships. 

Cultural Programming Highlights 
SDCC delivers a robust calendar of multidisciplinary, community-embedded 
programming. Key highlights include: 

• Year-round visual arts programming featuring professional and student exhibitions
supported by artist talks, workshops, curatorial walkthroughs, and school-based
engagement.

• Ongoing activation of arts groups providing dance instruction, youth programs,
sewing and design classes, artist development, and community-centered cultural
education.

• Regular collaboration with creative partners currently delivering 40 workshops, 4
community concerts, 52 recording sessions, 4 storytelling programs, and 22 visual
arts experiences across multiple disciplines on an annual basis.

• Multidisciplinary signature events annually, including 2 dance festivals, mixers,
and 4 music showcases, that uplift creative expression, support emerging artists,
and strengthen cultural connectivity in South Dallas.

• Consistent use of multiple program spaces (galleries, studios, Black Box Theater,
maker spaces) to offer accessible cultural programming for youth, adults, families,
and intergenerational audiences.

• Deep community engagement focus, prioritizing culturally rooted programming
and providing platforms for local artists, educators, and creative entrepreneurs.
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Facility Needs slated to be addressed through the 2024 Bond (project design phase 
scheduled for summer 2026 and construction commencement early 2027) 

• HVAC System Upgrades/Replacement
• Roof Replacement
• Exterior surface repairs to mitigate water infiltration
• Upgrades to Black Box theatre to maximize space utilization

SDCC IMAGES 

Exterior of South Dallas Cultural Center Music Lounge Perfomance 

Avant Chamber Ballet – Community Program The Intro Mixer – Workshop Activity 

Please contact me or the Director of Arts and Culture, Martine Philippe, with any 
questions. 
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Sincerely, 

c: 

M. Elizabeth (Liz) Cedillo-Pereira
Assistant City Manager

Kimberly Bizor Tolbert, City Manager 
Tammy Palomino, City Attorney 
Mark Swann, City Auditor 
Bilierae Johnson, City Secretary 
Preston Robinson, Administrative Judge
Baron Eliason, Inspector General (I) 
Dominique Artis, Chief of Public Safety 

Dev Rastogi, Assistant City Manager 
Alina Ciocan, Assistant City Manager 
Donzell Gipson, Assistant City Manager 
Robin Bentley, Assistant City Manager 
Jack Ireland, Chief Financial Officer 
Ahmad Goree, Chief of Staff to the City Manager, 
Directors and Assistant Directors 
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