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. Chapter 17 Update and Regulatory Reset .

In December 2025, the city updated Chapter 17 to comply with
new state law, SB 1008.

The city adopted the Texas Food Establishment Rules (TFER),
creating a uniform statewide set of food safety standards and
fees for all permitted food establishments (e.g., restaurants,
caterers, food trucks).

TFER applies only to permitted food establishments, not to street
vendors including free food distribution.

Charitable food distribution and street vending are no longer
addressed in Chapter 17.
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. Street Vending Is Outside the Enforcement Scope of Chapter 17 and TFER

« Section 17-1.6 previously provided defenses to prosecution,

mcludlng for people or groups who distributed food free of charge

n public or private property, if they complied with basic public

health and safety standards, including notice to the city, food safety

training, food safety requirements, sanitation and hand hygiene,
and clean-up.

« The defenses Ilimit enforcement; they do not set affirmative
obligations for street vendors.

 TFER does not regulate street vending.

« Street vending does not fall squarely within current food
enforcement authority, presenting challenges for regulation,
monitoring, and compliance oversight.
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Why Consider a Street Vendor Policy Update

« City Code Chapter 50 currently governs street vendor activity.
« Street vending is more appropriately aligned within Chapter 50.

« Street vending activity is widespread and shows seasonal
Increases.

« Current operating environment creates public health, safety, and
sanitation concerns.

« Updates to Chapter 50 are necessary for monitoring and
enforcement activities.
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. Proposed Chapter 50 Amendment “Street Vendors”

“Street  Vendor” definition is expanded to include
noncommercial, charitable distribution (“or the service or
distribution of food or drinks free of charge”).

A simple, low-burden permit is required for noncommercial
distribution to establish a responsible party and ensure basic
public health and safety standards.

Prior Section 17-1.6, "Defenses for Certain Types of
Activities," are now affirmative requirements in Chapter 50
and are clear, objective, and easy to meet.
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Authorization Framework and Permit Concept

Permit establishes:
* Aresponsible party or organization
 Location and frequency
» Conditions tied to food safety and handling

Permit is not a food establishment license.

Permit does not impose commercial vendor operating
standards.

Permit supports consistent, citywide monitoring and
administration while promoting health, safety, and
sanitation standards.

Permit applications meeting all requirements are
automatically approved.

COLLABORATE
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. Policy Considerations .

Move certain defenses to prosecution in
Section 17-1.6 to Chapter 50 because street
vending is not regulated under TFER.

Enhance "Street Vendor" definition to include
the service or distribution of food or drink free
of charge.

Defenses to prosecution from Chapter 17
become affirmative requirements related
to service or distribution of food or drink free
of charge.

——— T W R
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. Communication, Outreach, and Implementation Approach .

Propose Grace Period following ordinance effective date to support successful implementation

Ongoing Stakeholder Engagement & Education, including:
« Meetings with nonprofit partners and vendor organizations

* Direct outreach to known vendors and community partners
Development of New Permit System During Grace Period

 Updated permit application software

 Modernized permit issuance and tracking technology
Clear, Multi-Channel Communication of New Requirements
« Stakeholder engagement meetings
« City website updates and guidance materials
« Direct responses to inquiries from existing vendor organizations
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_ MNextSteps

Finalize Draft Ordinance

Incorporate
Committee input
into draft ordinance
language and
supporting
materials, as
needed.

City Council Briefing

February 18, 2026

10

City Council
Consideration

February 25, 2026
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