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January 17, 2025 CITY OF DALLAS
Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

Proposal to Designate Dallas City Hall as a City of Dallas Landmark

On January 15, the Landmark Commission’s designation committee held a meeting at
which Commissioner Rothenberger presented a statement of intent letter signed by 13 of
the Landmark Commission members to consider initiation of Dallas City Hall as a City of
Dallas Landmark. The letter is attached to this memorandum.

Per the Landmark Commission’s Rules of Procedure, a commissioner may request that
a property be placed on a commission meeting agenda to discuss initiation of the historic
designation process. Should this occur, a public hearing at an upcoming Landmark
Commission meeting would be scheduled to determine whether sufficient information is
included in the request to initiate the historic district procedure.

If the designation process is initiated, a 2-year pre-designation moratorium would be
placed on Dallas City Hall. During the moratorium all exterior projects must be reviewed.
Routine maintenance of the exterior can be reviewed by staff; however, anything beyond
routine maintenance requires Landmark Commission approval. During the moratorium
period, research regarding the significance of the building would begin. The designation
committee would work with staff to determine the appropriate preservation criteria for the
exterior of the property. This process can take two years or more to complete before it is
ready for a final vote from the Landmark Commission to move forward to City Plan
Commission and then City Council.

Planning and Development staff will monitor this matter and will continue to update the
City Council on future developments.
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