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CHARTER 

OF 

THE CITY OF DALLAS 

1 9 0 7, as amended 

(Including Charter Amenqments Adopted October 23, 1968) 

E X H I B I T "A" 



THE CITY OF DALLAS 

••••• oOo ••••• 

I, ERIK JONSSON, Mayor of the City of Dallas, Texas, 
DO HEREBY CERI'IFY that the following is a true and correct 
copy of the'Charter of the City of' Dallas, 1907, as amended, 
including Amen&nents adopted by a Resolution and Order of 
the City Council approved on October 23, 1968, pursuant to 
a Special Election held in the City of Dallas on October 22, 
1968. , 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto signed my name 
officially and my signature has been duly attested by the 
City Secretary who has impressed hereon the Seal of the City 
of Dallas, this ;;&5.+lr day of October, 1968. 

ATTEST: 

MAYOR OF THE CITY OF DALLAS, 
T EX A S. 

~~ 
CITY SECRErARY OF THE CITY OF 

n/\.LLA.S, T E X A S. 

L 
'' 
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CHAPTER I 

INCORPORATION AND TERRITORY 

Section 1. CORPORATION NAME -- All inhabitants of tI1e City of Dal]as, 
Dallas County, Texas, as the boundaries and limits of said City are herein 
established or may hereafter be established, shall be a body politic, in
corporated under, and to be known by, the name an<l style of the "City of 
Dallas," with such powers, rights and duties as herein provided. 

Sec. 2. BOUNDARIES -- The bounds and limits of the City of Dallas are 
hereby established and described as follows: 

(NO CHANGE) 

Sec. 3. ADDITIONAL TERRITORY -- The City may from time to time alter 
its boundaries by annexing any territory adjoining its present or future 
boundaries in any size or shape desired in any manner provided by State 
law. In addition thereto, the City may annex additional territory lying 
adjacent to the City with or without the consent of the territory and the 
inhabitants of the territory annexed where the same is not inconsisten·t 
with the State law. Such annexations shall be accomplished by ordinance 
providing for the alteration and extension of the boundary limits, which 
ordinance shall describe the territory to be annexed and shall be published 
one (1) time in the official newspaper. Amendments reducing the area may 
be incorporated into the proposed ordinance without the necessity of-pub
lishing said amendments and without the necessity of republication of 
said ordinance as amended. The proposed crdinance shall not thereafter 
be finally acted upon until at least thirty (30) days have elapsed after 
the publication thereof; and upon the final passage of any such ordinance, 
the boundaries of the City shall thereafter be as fixed in such ordinance. 
The additional territory annexed shall be a part of the City and the prop
erty situated therein shall bear its pro rata part of the taxes levied by 
the City as provided by State law. The inhabitants thereof shall be en
titled to all the rights and privileges of all the citizens and shall be 
bound by the acts, ordinances and resolutions of the City. 
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CHAPTER II 

POWERS OF THE CITY 

Section 1. POWERS OF THE CITY -- The City of Dallas, as such body 
politic and corporate, shall have perpetual succession and shall have the 
following powers: 

(1) To use a corporate seal; 
(2) To sue and be sued; 
(3) To implead and be impleaded in all courts; 
(4) To institute and prosecute suits without giving security 

therefor, and to appeal from judgments of the courts without giving 
supersedeas_or cost bonds, other bonds or security whatever; 

(5) To contract and be contracted with; 
(6) To acquire property within or without its boundaries 

or within the boundaries of other municipalities for any public 
purpose, in fee simple or lesser interest or estate, by purchase, 
gift, devise, lease or condemnation, and may sell, rent, lease, 
hold, manage and control any property now owned by it or which 
it hereafter may acquire; construct, own, lease, operate and 
regulate public utilities; 

(7) To assess, levy and collect taxes for general and special 
purposes on all lawful subjects of taxation; 

(8) To borrow money on the faith and credit of the City by 
the issue or sale of bonds, warrants or notes of the City; 

(9) To appropriate the money of the City for all lawful 
purposes; 

(10) To create, provide for, construct, regulate and main
tain public works and public improvements of any nature; 

(11) To levy and collect assessments for local improvements; 
(12) To levy an occupation tax on any person, occupation, 

calling or business where permitted under the laws of this State; 
- (13) To license and regulate vehicles operated for hire and 

fix and regulate the rates to be charged therefor; 
, (14) To license and regulate persons, corporations, and 

associations engaged in any business, occupation, profession 
or trade; 

(15) To license and regulate all places of public amusement; 
(16) To define nuisances and prohibit the maintenance of any 

nuisance within the corporate limits of the City to within five 
thousand feet (5,000 1

) of the corporat~ lines, outside of the city 
limits, and abate such nuisances by surmnary proceedings and provide 
for the punishment of the authors thereof; 

(17) To regulate the use of automobiles, motorcycles and other 
motor-driven vehicles, and the speed thereof and prescribe the proper 
lighting of the same when used at night; 

(18) To provide for the inspection of buildings and all works 
of construction and prescribe and enforce proper regulations in re
gard thereto; 

-12-



(19) To regulate and locate or prohibit the erection of all 
poles in the City and cause the same to be removed or changed at 
any time; 

(20) To provide for the inspection of weights and measures and 
fix standards of weights and measures; 

(21) To provide for the regulation of bakeries and prescribe 
the weight and quality of bread manufactured or sold in the City; 

(22) To provide for the inspection and regulation of dairies 
located inside the City limits or at any other place from which milk 
or other products are sold within the City, and for the inspection 
of all cows and facilities from which milk is sold in the City, and 
prescribe fees to be charged in connection with such inspection, and 
establish and maintain a standard of quality of all dairy products 
sold in the City; 

(23) To regulate, restrain or prohibit the running at large of 
all animals in the City, and to license same; 

(24) To adopt any ordinance or regulation having for its pur
pose the prevention of fires or the removal of fire hazards; 

(25) To regulate burial grounds, cemeteries and crematories 
and condemn and close same in the thickly settled portions of the 
City when public interest and public health may demand, and regulate 
the burial of the dead; 

(26) To provide for a system of vital statistics; 
(27) To define, prohibit, abate, suppress and prevent all things 

detrimental to the health, morals, comfort, safety, convenience and 
welfare of the inhabitants of the City; 

(28) To regulate the construction and height of, and materials 
used in, all buildings and structures, and the maintenance and occu
pancy thereof; 

(29) To regulate and control the use, for whatever purpos~, of 
the streets and all other public places; 

(30) To create, establish, abolish and organize offices.and 
fix the salaries, working conditions, and compensation of all officers 
and employees, except those set out in the Charter; 

(31) To make and enforce all police, health, sanitary and other 
regulations, and pass such ordinances as may be expedient for main
taining and promoting the peace, good government and welfare of the 
City, for the performance of the functions thereof, for the order and 
security of its inhabitants and to protect the peace, lives, health 
and property of such inhabitants, and to provide suitable penalties 
for the violation of any ordinance enacted by the City; 

(32) To open, extend, straighten, widen or alter any street, 
alley, avenue, boulevard, sidewalk, parkway or public way, and to 
close or vacate and abandon the same; 

(33) To expend public funds for purposes of advertising and 
public information; 
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(34) To have the exclusive right to erect, own, maintain and 
operate a waterworks and sanitary sewer system, or any part thereof, 
for the use of said City and its inhabitants, and to regulate the 
same, but shall not have the power or right to sell said waterworks 
system; to prescribe rates for water and sanitarv sewer services fur
nished to the inhabitants, and to make such rule~ and regulations as 
the Council may deem expedient, including the power to extend water 
and sanitary sewer lines and assess .a portion or all of the cost 
therefor and affix a lien against the property and the owner thereof; 
to do anythi.ng whatsoever necessary to operate and maintain said water
works, and to compel the owners of all property and the agents of such 
owners to pay all charges for water and sanitary sewer services fur
nished upon such property; excess property in the waterworks system 
may be sold as other property; 

(35) To make provision for care and sustenance of Policemen, 
Firemen and Fire Alarm Operators who have been disabled while in the 
service of the City, or who,' after long and continued service, shall 
become by reason of old age and infirmities incapacitated to discharge 
their duties, or because of longevity of service alone, and to make 
provision for the aid and relief of the widows, minor children and 
dependents of deceased policemen, firemen and fire alarm operators 
and may provide for the creation of a fund or funds for such purposes, 
from the general revenue of the City or from such other sources as 
may be prescribed by the Council under such rules and regulations as 
the Council may adopt, and said City may exercise all of the powers 
as may be conferred upon the City Council by Acts of the Legislature 
of the State of Texas; 

(36) To make pro~ision for the care and sustenance of all of 
the officers and employees of the City who have been disabled while 
in the service of the City, or who after long and continued service, 
shall become by reason of ol<l age and infirmities incapacitated to 
aischarge their duties, or because of longevity of service alone, to 
provide for the aid and relief of the widows, minor children and 
dependents of deceased officers and employees; to provide for the 
creation of a fund or funds for such purposes, from the general re
venue of the City or from such other sources as may be prescribed 
by the Council under such rules and regulations as the Council may 
adopt; 

(37) By ordinance or resolution, to provide for and construct 
a general storm sewer and drainage system in the City which may be 
divided into public and private sewers and drains and be built, main
tained and conducted in such manner, as the City Council may provide. 
For the purpose of establishing a general storm sewer and drainage 
system, the City Council shall have full power to change any river, 
creek, bayou or other drain, or any part thereof, so as to divert the 
drainage thereof in accordance with a general drainage plan or any 
special plan providing therefor; 

(38) To adopt rules and regulations for the Civil Service 
System; 
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(39) To fix and regulate the rates of gas, water, electricity 
and other utilities, and to regulate and fix the fares, tolls and 
charges of local telephones and exchanges; of public carriers and 
motor vehicles, where they are transporting passengers, fr~ight or 
baggage, and generally to fix and regulate the rates, tolls or 
charges and the kind of service of all public utilities of every 
kind; 

(40) To regulate the speed of engines, locomotives, electric 
railways, or other power-driven equipment operating upon tracks, 
rails, or defined routes, either at ground level, overhead or 
underground within the limits of the City, and to regulate the 
operation of the same so as to prohibit the blocking of intersec
tions, streets, alleys, avenues or impeding the free flow of 
vehicular traffic or pedestrians; 

(41) To contract with public service carriers, connnon carriers, 
or private carriers or wi~ transp6ration authorities for the furnish
ing of transportation facilities within the City limits of Dallas and 
connecting the adjoining areas; including the joint use of publicly 
owned and privately owned or joint publicly owned facilities to 
provide an interregional transporation network, both within and with
out the City limits of Dallas; 

(42) To require any and all railroad companies operating any 
track upon or across any public street of the City, to reduce any 
such track below th~ level of the streets intersected or occupied 
by any such track, or to elevate any such track above the level of 
the streets intersected or occupied by any such track, and to require 
the company or companies owning or operating any such track to provide 
necessary and proper crossing for the public travel at intersecting 
streets; all such work to be done in the manner required by the City; 

(43) To require any holder of a franchise from the City to allow 
the use of its tracks, poles, underground conduits and wires by· any 
other holder to which the City shall grant a franchise upon payment 
of a reasonable rental therefor to be fixed by the City Counc~l; 

(44) To exercise any of its powers or perform any of its func
tions and may participate in the financing thereof, jointly or in 
cooperation, by contract or otherwise, with the State of Texas, any 
County of this State or any of the civil agencies thereof which have 
any of the municipal powers, or the United States of any agency 
thereof; 

(45) To acquire, construct, or own, within or without the City, 
either wholly or in cooperation with any other city, county or political 
subdivision of the State, an airport or airports, either by purchase, 
donation, bequest, eminent domain or otherwise; to provide for the 
operation, maintenance, control and financing thereof, the same as 
though wholly owned by the City within its City limits; 

(46) To acquire, by purchase, gift or devise, or by the exercise 
of the right of eminent domain by and through condemnation proceedings, 
and own, in fee simple or otherwise, either public or private property 
located inside or outside of the corporate limits of the €ity or within 
any county in the State, for the extension, improvement and enlargement 
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of its waterworks system, including riparian rights, water supply re
servoirs, standpipes, watersheds, dams, the laying, building, main
tenance and construction of water mains, rights-of-way in connection 
therewith, and the laying, erection, establishment or maintenance of 
any necessary appurtenances or facilities which will furnish to the 
inhabitants of the City an abundant supply of wholesome water; for 
sewerage plants and systems; rights-of-way for water and sewer lines; 
parks, playgrounds, fire stations, police stations, airports and land
ing fields, burial grounds and cemeteries, incinerators or other gar
bage disposal plants, electric light and power plants and rights-of-way 
for lines in connection therewith, gas plants and rights-of-way for gas 
lines in connection therewith; streets, boulevards and alleys or other 
public ways; city jails, prison farms, city halls and other municipal 
buildings, municipal garages, and parking facilities, or any rights-of
way needed in connection with any property used for any purpose herein
above named; for the straightening or improving of the channel of any 
stream, branch or drain and for any other municipal purpose. The pro
cedure to be followed in any condemnation proceedings hereunder and 
authorized herein shall be in accordance with the provisions of the 
State law with reference to eminent domain. The provisions of Title 
52 of the Revised Civil Statutes of Texas (1925), as amended, or as 
may hereafter be amended, shall apply to such proceedings, or such 
proceedings may be under any other State law now in existence or that 
hereafter may be passed governing and relating to the condemnation of 
land for public purposes by a city; 

(47) To exercise all the powers conferred upon water improvement 
districts or water control and preservation districts under the State 
law as the same now exists or may hereafter be amended, providing for 
the exercise of the rights of eminent domain by and through condemnation 
proceedings. It shall also have all the powers authorized by Article 7880-
126, Revised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, as the same presently 
exists or may hereafter be amended, and all other powers conferred upon 
cities and towns in the State of Texas acting individually or jointly, 
in the furnishing of an adequate supply of wholesome water. It shall 
have authority to sell any surplus water not needed by the City of 
Dallas; 

(48) To erect and establish work houses, houses of correction, 
or rehabilitation facilities within or without the city limits; to 
make all necessary rules and regulations therefor; to employ personnel 
necessary to manage and control the same; to assign persons confined 
to the city jail to any such facility so established; 

(49) To provide a code of ethics by ordinance which shall be 
binding on all officers, employees, and elective and appointive 
officials as provided herein, setting out the acts, conduct and 
financial interest which shall be considered to be in conflict wilh 
the position they hold and providing the procedure for enforcing the 
same. This may be either in addition to, or incorporated into per
sonnel rules and regulations as pertain to various employees. 
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Sec. 2. GENERAL POWERS ADOPTED -- The enumeration of particular powers 
in the Charter shall not be held or deemed to be exclusive, but in addition 
to the powers enumerated herein, implied thereby or appropriate to the exer
cise thereof, the City shall have and may exercise all other powers which, 
under the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, it would be competent 
for the Charter specifically to enumerate. The City shall have and exercise 
all the pow~rs conferred upon cities by what is known as the Home Rule Amend
ment to the Constitution of the State of Texas and the Enabling Act relative 
thereto, passed by the Thirty-Third Legislature of the State of Texas, found 
in the published laws of said Legislature, Regular Session, Pages 307 to 317, 
and effective July 7, 1913, and all other laws passed by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas, relating thereto, or which may hereafter be passed by 
said Legislature in relation to such matters. 

CHAPTER III 

CITY COUNCIL 

Section l. COMPOSITION OF COUNCIL -- Except as otherwise provided 
by the Charter of the City, all powers conferred on the City shall be 
exercised by a City Council to be composed of eleven (11) members, 
nominated and elected in the manner hereinafter provided unless other
wise provided by law. The members of the City Council shall be elected 
by the qualified voters of the entire City, and they shall each be 
elected for a term of two (2) years. The Council members so elected shall 
take office on the first Monday in May succeeding the election and they 
shall serve until their respective successors shall have been elected 
and shall have qualified; provided, however, that upon the adoption of 
this amendment, the present Council shall appoint the first two (2) 
additional Council members who shall, with the present Councilmen, serve 
until the next ensuing City General Election and until their respec.tive 
successors shall have been elected and shall have qualified. Thereafter 
eleven (11) Council members shall be elected biennially. 

Sec. 2. MAYOR'S ELECTION AND DUTIES -- The person elected as 
member of Council, Place No. 11, shall be the presiding officer and the 
Mayor of the City of Dallas. He shall have a vote on all matters coming 
before the Council unless otherwise disqualified, but no power to veto. 
He shall be the official head of the City Government. For the purpose of 
electing a Mayor under this section, this amendment shall become effective 
on the first Tuesday of April, 1969, and the Mayor so elected shall take 
office on the first Monday in May next succeeding. In the event a vacancy 
occurs in the office of the Mayor by death, resignation or otherwise, then 
the City Council shall fill the unexpired term of the Mayor by appointing 
a qualified citizen to fill the vacant place. 

Sec. 3. COUNCIL QUALIFICATIONS -- Each member of the City Council shall, 
in addition to the other qualifications prescribed by law, be at the date of 
his election a qualified voter of the City, and shall not be in arrears in 
the payment of any taxes or other liabilities due the City. 
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Sec. 4. COMPENSATION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL -- Effective 
May 1, 1969, each member of the City Council shall receive as compensation 
for his services the sum of Fifty Dollars ($50.) per diem for each regular 
or called meeting attended by him. In addition to the above, all necessary 
expenses incurred by members of the City Council in the performance of their 
duties shall be paid by the City, when authorized by the City Council. 
When a City Councilman is out of the City on the official business of the 
Council and at the direction of the Council, he shall be paid the same as 
though he had attended the meetings that are missed by him while so engaged 
in City business. 

Sec. 5. VACANCIES IN THE CITY COUNCIL -- HOW FILLED -- Vacancies in 
the City Council, where the same do not exceed four (4) at any one time, 
shall be filled by a majority vote of the remaining members of the Council, 
and the persons elected to fill such vacancies shall serve only until the 
next General City Election. Where more than four (4) vacancies shall 
develop at any one time, then the City Council shall call a Special Election 
to elect the successors to fill the vacancies for the unexpired terms. The 
Call shall be issued by the City Council at its next regular meeting there
after for a Special Election to be held not less than forty (40) days nor 
more than sixty (60) days after the date of calling the same. If such 
vacancies shall occur within sixty (60) days before a General Election, 
then no Special Election to fill such vacancies shall be called, but in 
that event the remaining members of the Council shall, by a majority vote, 
fill such vacancies, and the persons so elected shall serve only until the 
next General City Election, when such vacancies shall be filled, as in the 
case of an original election. 

If a candidate duly elecred to the City Council at the General Election 
fails to take the oath of office on or before ten (10) days after the 
beginning of his term, then his place shall be considered a vacancy and 
filled as herein provided for other vacancies. In the event such a candidate, 
elected to the City Council at a Special Election, fails to take the oath of 
office on or before ten (10) days after the official canvass of the Election, 
then his ~lace shall be considered a vacancy and filled as herein provided 
for other vacancies. 

Sec. 6. REGULAR MEETINGS -- At eleven o'clock A. M. on the day the 
Councilmen take office, they shall meet at the Municipal Bui.lding and 
thereafter all meetings of the Council shall be held in the Municipal 
Building at such times as may be prescribed by ordinance or resolution; 
but not less than one (1) regular meeting shal1 be held each week unless 
postponed for valid reasons, to be spread on the minutes. 

Sec. 7. SPECIAL MEETINGS -- Special meetings shall be called by the City 
Secretary upon the written request of the Mayor, the City Manager or three 
(3) members of the Council. Any such notice shall state the subject to be 
considered at the Special Meeting and may provide for the taking up of any 
other matters presented at such meeting. 

Sec. 8. OPEN MEETINGS -- All official meetings of the Council and of 
all Committees thereof shall be open to the public as provided by State Law. 
Those meetings involving an attorney and client relationship need not be open 
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to the public. The City Council shall provide for reasonable opportunity 
for citizens to be heard at all open meetings concerning any subject con
sidered thereat under such rules as the Council may provide. 

Sec. 9. COUNCIL QUORUM -- A quorum shall consist of seven (7) members, 
except where the number of Councilmen, due to vacancies, is reduced to less 
than seven (7), in which event a quorum shall consist of all of the 
remaining Councilmen; but a less number than a quorum may adjourn from 
time to time and compel the attendance of absent members in such manner 
under such penalties as may be prescribed by ordinance. 

Sec. 10. COUNCIL VOTE No member shall be excused from voting except 
on matters involving the consideration of his own official conduct, or where 
his financial interests are involved, and in these instances, he shall not 
vote. The Council shall determine its own rules of procedure, and may punish 
its members for misconduct, and may compel the attendance of absent members. 

Sec. 11. MAYOR PRO TEM, DEPUTY MAYOR PRO TEM -- DUTIES OF -- The City 
Council shall elect one (1) of its members as Mayor Pro Tern, who shall 
perform the duties of Mayor in the case of the absence or inability of the 
Mayor to perform the duties of his office, who shall, during that time, be 
vested with all the powers belonging to the Mayor. The Council shall also 
elect one (1) of its members as Deputy Mayor Pro Tern to act in the absence 
of both the Mayor and the Mayor Pro Tern and to exercise the powers of the 
Mayor during that time. 

Sec. 12. CITY COUNCIL MAY SUMMON WITNESSES, ETC. -- The City Council 
shall have power to summon and compel the attendance of witnesses and the 
production of books and papers before it whenever it may be necessary_for the 
more effective discharge of its duties, and shall have the power to punish for 
contempt before it with the same fines and penal~ies as the County Judge may 
punish for contempt before the County Court. All process shall be signed 
by the Mayor and attested by the City Secretary and shall be served by the 
Chief of Police or any Police officer of the said City. 

The Mayor, City Secretary or any member of the City Council shall have 
authority to administer oaths in any matter pertaining to municipal affairs. 

Sec. 13. CITY SECRETARY - The Council shall appoint a City Secretary 
and prescribe the duties and compensation of said officer, and shall provide 
him with such assistants as it may deem necessary. He shall hold office during 
the pleasure of the Council. 

Sec. 14. SECRETARIAL ASSISTANCE TO MAYOR. AND COUNCIL -- The Council may 
provide for such secretarial assistance as may be needed in the performance of 
their official duties. In addition, the Council may provide for an assistant 
to the Council to represent the Mayor and the Council at ceremonial occasions. 
Personnel filling these positions shall not be subject to Civil Service. 
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Sec, 15. NO INTERFERENCE BY COUNCIL WITH APPOINTMENTS OR SUBORDINATES 
OF CITY MANAGER -- Neither the Council nor any of its committees or 
members shall dictate or attempt to dictate the appointment of any person to, 
or his removal from, office or employment by the City Manager or any of his 
subordinates, or in any manner interfere in the appointment of officers and 
employees in the departments of administrative service vested in the Manager 
by this Charter. Except for the purpose of inquiry, the Council and its 
members shall deal with that part of the administrative service for which 
the City Manager is responsible solely through such Manager, and neither 
the Council nor any member thereof shall give orders to any of the sub
ordinates of the City Manager in said departments, either publicly or privately. 

Sec. 16. EXPULSION OF COUNCIL MEMBER -- Willful violation of the 
foregoing provisions of this Charter by any member of the Council shall 
constitute official misconduct, and shall authorize the Council, by a vote 
of two-thirds of its entire membership, to expel such offending member from 
the Council, if found guilty after a public hearing, and thereby create a 
vacancy in the place held by such member. 

Sec. 17. PROHIBITING HOLDING OR RUNNING FOR OTHER OFFICE -- No person 
elected to the City Council, shall during the term for which he was elected, 
be appointed to any office or position in the service of the City. If a member 
of the Council, a member of any Board appointed by the Council, any appointive 
officer or employee of the City shall become a candidate for nomination or 
election to any public office, other than when seeking re-election to the City 
Council, he shall immediately forfeit his place or position with the City. 

Sec. 18. INVESTIGATIONS -- The Council, the City Manager or any person 
or committee authorized by either or both of them shall have power to inquire 
into the conduct of any department or office of the City; to make investigations 
as to City affairs, and for that purpose may subpoena witnesses, administer 
oaths and compel the production of books, papers and other evidence material 
to said inquiry. The Council shall provide by ordinance penalties for contempt 
in refusing to obey any such subpoenas or failure to produce books, papers 
and other evidence, and shall have the power to punish any such contempt in 
the m~nner provided by ordinance. 

Sec. 19. INDEPENDENT AUDIT -- The Council shall cause an independent audit 
to be made of the books of account, records and transactions of all the adminis
trative departments of the City at least once yearly. Such audits, during such 
fiscal year, shall be made by one or more certified public accountants who, for 
the three years next preceding, have held a certificate issued by the State Board 
of Accountancy of the State of Texas, or by a State maintaining an equal standard 
of professional requirements, which entitles the holder of such certificate to 
a Texas certificate. The Auditor or Auditors to make the said audit shall be 
selected by the Council, and shall be responsible to the Council. The duties 
of the Auditor or Auditors so appointed shall include the certification of all 
statements required of the City Manager in his annual budget estimate. Such 
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statements shall include a balance sheet, exhibiting the assets and liabilities 
of the City, supported by departmental schedules, and schedules for each utility 
publicly owned or operated, sunnnaries of income and expenditures, supported by 
d~tailed schedules; and also comparisons, in proper classification, with the 
last previous year. The report of such Auditor or Auditors for the fiscal year 
shall be printed and a copy thereof shall be furnished to each member of the 
Council, the City Manager and to each citizen who may apply therefor, and the 
same shall also be published once in the official newspaper. The original report 
of the said Auditor or Auditors shall be kept among the permanent records of 
the City. 

Sec. 20. CITY TREASURER -- There shall be an officer appointed by the 
City Council to be known as the City Treasurer who shall have the custody of 
all the public moneys, funds, notes, bonds and other securities belonging to 
the City. The Office of City Treasurer shall be let by contract to the highest 
and best bidder, in the discretion of the Council. He shall be appointed for 
a two-year term and serve until his successor shall be duly qualified. Prior 
to the appointment of the City Treasurer, the City Council shall advertise for 
bids for said office, stating what said bids shall specify and the terms on which 
the bids shall be received. The City Treasurer appointed by contract shall be 
an independent contractor, but shall be subject to the same duties as a City 
Treasurer otherwise selected. Said Treasurer shall give such bond as the 
Council may require, conditioned on the faithful discharge of his duties, and 
in addition to such bond the City may require the Treasurer to hypothecate 
securities in such amount as it shall prescribe. He shall receive and securely 
keep all moneys belonging to the City and make all payments from the same 
upon orders signed by the City Manager and countersigned by the Auditor, after 
authorization of the City Council. He shall ~ender a full and correct statement 
of his receipts and payments to the City Manager and the City Council, on or 
before the 10th day of each month, and at such other time or times as the City 
Manager or Council may require, such statement-to be made in such form as the 
City Manager may prescribe. The Treasurer shall perform such other acts and 
duties as the Council may prescribe. He shall receive for his services five 
dollars ($5) per annum. 

CHAPTER IV 

ELECTIONS AND REFERENDUMS 

Section 1. HOLDING OF MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS -- All municipal 
elections shall be held under the provisions of the laws of the State 
of Texas applicable to city elections, except as provided in this 
Charter. 

Sec. 2. QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS -- All qualified electors of the 
State who have resided for six (6) months immediately preceding an election 
within the said City shall have the right to vote in all City elections 
except that in all elections to determine the expenditure of money, or 
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assumption of debt, or to levy special taxes, only those shall be qualified 
to vote who have so resided in the City for six (6) months preceding the 
election and who pay taxes on property in the City, such qualifications 
to be ascertained by an inspection of the assessment rolls. 

Sec. 3. GENERAL ELECTION -- No primary election shall be held in the 
selection of nominees to the City Council unless specifically required by 
State law. General elections for the purpose of electing members of the 
City Council shall be held on the first Tuesday in April of each odd 
numbered year. The eleven (11) members elected shall compose the City 
Council of the City of Dallas, and shall serve for a term of two (2) years, 
or until their respective successors shall have been elected, qualified 
and taken office, as of the first Monday in May, as herein provided. 

Sec. 4. ELECTION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS -- All qualified voters of the 
City shall be entitled to vote for one candidate for each Place Number. 

Sec. 5. DISTRICT LIMITS -- The City shall be divided into eight (8) 
districts, known as Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, and the City 
Council shall, not less often than every two (2) years, determine as nearly 
as practicable the population of the respective districts and shall, by 
ordinance, revise the boundaries of any or all of said districts to main
tain a substantial equality of population in each. Within sixty (60) days 
after the passage of this amendment, the City Council shall by ordinance 
designate the original district limits. 

Sec. 6. CANDIDATE'S RESIDENCE -- No person shall be eligible as a 
candidate for member of Council, Place Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, 
unless _he is at the time a bona fide resident of District 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7 and 8 respectively, and has resided therein for a period of at least 
six (6) months prior to the ~ate of the election. He must continuously 
reside-in said district during his term of office. A candidate for Place 
Numbers 9, 10 or 11 may be a resident of any portion of the City, and must 
continuo',lsly reside within the City during his term of office. 

Sec. 7. NOMINATION BY PETITION -- A person desiring to become a 
candidate for a Place on the City Council, shall be entitled to have his 
name placed on the official ballot, if he files with the City Secretary, 
not less than thirty (30) days prior to the election a petition or petitions 
properly signed by not less than three hundred (300) qualified voters of 
the City, accompanied by cash, a cashier's check or certified check in 
the amount of Fifty Dollars ($50) payable to the City of Dallas, designating 
the Place sought by such candidate. Each signer to such petition shall 
write his name in ink or indelible pencil and attach thereafter his home 
address. The candidate must file an acceptance of the nomination with the 
City Secretary at least twenty-five (25) days prior to the date of the 
election. 

Sec. 8. DESIGNATION ON OFFICIAL BALLOT -- The places on the official 
ballot shall be designated as "Member of Council, Place No. , " 
designating Places Nos. One (1) through Eleven (11) respectively, and the 
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candidate's name shall appear in the Place for which he filed his petition 
and acceptance. The City Secretary shall make up the official ballot from 
the names presented to him in the manner hereinabove set out. The order 
in which the names of the candidates for each Place shall appear on the 
ballot shall be determined by lot, in a drawing held under the supervision 
of the City Secretary. 

Sec. 9. CANVASS OF ELECTION -- On the next regular business day 
following either a General or Special Election, exclusive of Sundays and 
holidays, the City Council shall convene in a special meeting in the Council 
Chambers and canvass and certify the results of such election. 

Sec. 10. CANDIDATES ELECTED -- The candidate in said election receiving 
a majority of all of the votes cast for the position of Councilman for the 
Place for which he is a candidate, shall be declared elected. 

Sec. 11. RUNOFF ELECTIONS -- In the event any candidate for any 
of said offices fails to receive a majority of all votes cast for all the 
candidates for such office at such election, the Mayor shall, on the first 
day following the completion of the official counting of the ballots cast 
at said first election, issue a call for a second election to be held in 
the City on the second Tuesday following the issuance of such call, at 
which said second election the two (2) candidates receiving the highest 
number of votes for any such office in the first election at which no one 
was elected at said first election by receiving a majority of all votes 
cast for all candidates for such office, shall again be voted for. The 
official ballot to be used at said second election shall be prepared by 
the City Secretary and the name of no person shall appear thereon unless 
he was a candidate for the office designated at said first election, and 
the two (2) persons receiving at said first election the first and second 
highest number of votes cast for candidates for such office at such first 
election shall be entitled to have their names printed on said official 
ballot in the order of their standing in the computation of the votes ·cast 
for such candidates at said first election as candidates at said second 
election for such office; provided, however, that in the event any.person 
who was a candidate at said first election and who shall be entitled to 
become a candidate at such second election shall fail to request that his 
name shall appear on the official ballot therefor at such second election 
as herein provided, the candidate for such office standing next highest 
in the computation of votes shall succeed to the rights of such candidate 
who failed to request that his name appear upon the ballot at said second 
election; provided further, that two (2) candidates for such office at 
said first election shall be entitled to become candidates therefor at 
said second election, which two (2) candidates shall be those two (2) 
among such candidates as shall stand highest respectively in the com
putation of all votes cast for all the candidates for such office at said 
first election as shall file written request to be placed on the official 
ballot as candidates for such office at said second election. In the 
event of a tie in the vote for the two (2) leading candidates for any 
office at said first election, said office shall be filled at a second 
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election as herein provided for, at which such candidates so tied in 
said first election may again become candidates. In the event such 
candidates who tie in said first election, or either of them, shall fail 
so to do, the two (2) candidates for such office who are next highest 
in the computation of votes therefor and who desire to become candidates 
therefor at said second election shall be entitled so to do in order of 
the number of votes they respectively received at said first election. 
In the event of a tie between the two (2) candidates for any office at 
said second election, they shall cast lots to determine who shall be 
elected to such office. 

CHAPTER V 

RECALL OF COUNCILMEN 

Section 1. PETITION FOR RECALL OF COUNCILMEN -- Any Councilman of 
this City may be recalled and removed from office by the electors quali
fied to vote for a successor of such incumbent as herein provided. The 
procedure to remove Councilmen shall be as follows: 

A petition signed by qualified voters entitled to vote for a successor 
to the Councilman sought to be removed, equal in number to at least fif-
teen percent (15%) of the entire number of persons entitled to vote in 
the City, as appears from the County Voter Registration Records for the 
year ending January 31st, next preceding, demanding the recall of said 
Councilman, shall be filed with the City Secretary, provided that such 
petition shall contain a general statement of the grounds for which the 
removal is sought. The signatures to the petition need not all be appended 
to one paper, but each signer shall add to his signature his place of resi
dence, -giving the street and number, and voter identification number. One (1) 
of the signers to each of such papers shall make oath before an officer 
competent to administer oaths that each signature is that of the person 
whose name it purports to be. Within ten (10) days from the filing of such 
petition, the City Secretary shall examine the same and from the list of 
qualified voters ascertain whether or not said petition is signed by the 
requisite number of qualified voters, and, if necessary, the Council shall 
allow him extra help for that purpose, and he shall attach to said petition 
a certificate showing the result of such examination. If by the Secretary's 
certificate the petition is shown to be insufficient, it may be amended 
within ten (10) days from the date of said certificate. The Secretary 
shall within ten (10) days after such amendment is filed, in case one is 
filed with him, make like examination of said amended petition, and if his 
certificate shall show same to be insufficient, it shall be returned to 
the person filing same, without prejudice, however, to the filing of a new 
petition based upon new and different grounds, but not upon the same 
grounds. 
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Sec, 2. RECALL ELECTION -- If the Secretary finds the Recall Petition 
in order, he shall submit the same to the City Council. The Council shall 
then give the challenged Councilman twenty (20) days to resign or declare 
his intention, in writing, to have his name on the Recall Election ballot. 
If the Councilman resigns or fails to make a written choice, no election 
shall be necessary. His office shall be declared vacant and filled by the 
Council as in the case of other vacancies, but the Council shall not re
appoint the challenged Councilman. If the Councilman desires his name on 
the Recall Election ballot, the Council shall call a Recall Election not 
less than sixty (60) nor more than ninety (90) days after the expiration 
of said twenty (20) day period. All other candidates shall comply with the 
requirements for candidacy in a General Election of the City. The election 
shall be conducted in the same manner as set forth herein for election of 
Councilmen, provided that the election shall be only for the unexpired term 
of the questioned Councilman. Failure of the person elected to take the 
oath of office within ten (10) days after the official canvass of his 
election, shall create a vacancy in the office. 

CHAPTER VI 

THE CITY MANAGER 

Section 1. APPOINTMENT -- REMOVAL -- COMPENSATION -- The Council shall 
appoint a City Manager, who shall be the chief administrative and executive 
officer of the city. The Manager shall be chosen by the Council solely on 
the basis of his executive and administrative training, experience an~ ability, 
and without regard to political consideration, and need not, when appointed, be 
a resident of the City of Dallas or the State of.Texas. No member of the 
Council shall, during the time for which elected, be chosen as City Manager. 
The City Manager shall not be appointed for a definite fixed time, but shall 
be removable at the will and pleasure of the Council by a vote of the majority 
of the entire Council. If removed after serving three months he may demand 
written charges and the right to be heard thereon at a public meeting of the 
Council prior to the date on which his final removal shall take effect; but 
pending such hearing the Council may suspend him from office. The action 
of the Council in suspending or removing the City Manager shall be final, 
it being the intention of this charter to vest all authority and fix all 
responsibility for such suspension or removal in the Council. The City Manager 
shall receive such compensation as may be fixed by the Council. 

Sec. 2. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE CITY MANAGER 
of the City Manager shall be as follows: 

The powers and duties 

(1) To be responsible to the Council for the proper administration 
of all the city affairs placed in his hands, and shall to that end appoint 
and employ all directors of departments and other employees not otherwise 
provided for in this charter or by ordinance. Appointments made by him 
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shall be on the basis of executive and administrative experience and 
ability and of training, fitness and efficiency of such appointees in 
the work which they are to administer. All such directors of departments 
shall be immediately responsible to the City Manager and may be removed 
by him at any time. In case of removal after six months' service, if 
the director removed so demands, a written statement shall be made by the 
City Manager of the reason of his removal, and the director shall, if he 
so demands, be given a public hearing by the Council before the order of 
removal is made final. The statement of the Manager and any written reply 
of the director thereto shall be filed as a public record in the office 
of the City Secretary. 

(2) To see that all laws and ordinances are enforced. 
(3) Except as otherwise provided by the Charter of the City of 

Dallas, to appoint and remove all heads of departments and all subordinate 
officers and employees of the city; all appointments to be upon merit 
and fitness alone, and in the classified civil service all appointments 
shall be subject to the civil service provisions of this Charter. 

(4) To exercise control over all departments and subdivisions thereof 
created by the Charter, or that may hereafter be created by the Council, 
except as hereinafter provided. 

(5) To see that all terms and conditions imposed in favor of the 
City or its inhabitants in any public utility franchise are faithfully kept 
and performed and upon knowledge of any violation thereof to call the same 
to the attention of the City Attorney, whose duty it shall be to take such 
steps as may be necessary to enforce the same. 

(6) To attend all meetings of the Council, with the right to take 
part in the discussion, but having no vote. He shall be entitled to notice 
of all special meetings. 
· (7) To recommend to the Council for adoption such measures as he 
may deem necessary or expedient. 

(8) To keep the.Council at all times fully advised as to the 
financial condition and needs of the City. 

(9) To act as budget commissioner and as such prepare and submit to 
the Council an annual budget after receiving estimates made by the 
Directors or Heads of the various Departments of the City, and submit 
recommended capital programs. 

(10) To see to it that the City lives within its budget. 
(11) To execute deeds, deeds of trust, easements, releases, contracts 

and all other legal instruments on behalf of the City when authorized by 
ordinance or resolution of the City Council, and approved as to form by 
the City Attorney. 

(12) Appoint assistants and employees to fill the positions es
tablished by ordinance of the City Council. 

(13) When requested by the City Council, to cause to be prepared 
an actuarial determination and appraisal of any or all City Pension systems. 

(14) In the absence or inability of the City Manager, his duties, 
including the execution of legal instruments, shall be performed by the 
Assistant to the City Manager in the order of precedence as may be desig
nated by City Ordinance. 

(15) To perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this 
Charter, or by ordinance or resolution of the Council. 
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CHAPTER VII 

LEGAL DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. CREATION OF LEGAL DEPARTMENT -- APPOINTMENT OF CITY 
ATTORNEY -- There is hereby created a department to be known as the Legal 
Department. The director or head of this department shall be a competent 
practicing attorney of recognized ability residing in the City, and he 
shall be known a~ the City Attorney. He shall be appointed by a majority 
vote of all the members of the City Council and shall serve for a period 
of two (2) years from the date of his appointment and thereafter until his 
successor is appointed, unless sooner discharged by the Council, and he 
shall not be discharged du~ing his ·term of office except after a public 
hearing upon written charges and upon a two-thirds (2/3rds) vote of the 
members of the City Council. He shall receive such compensation as shall 
be fixed by the Council at the time of his appointment and such compensa
tion shall not be diminished during the term for which he is appointed. 

Sec. 2. ASSISTANTS AND EMPLOYEES -- The City Attorney shall have 
such assistants as shall be provided for by ordinance, to be nominated by 
him and confirmed by the Council, and they shall receive such compensation 
as may be fixed by the City Council. Any such assistant may be discharged 
at any time by the City Attorney with the consent of the City Council. The 
City Attorney and all such assistants shall devote their entire time to the 
service of the City. All powers and duties imposed on the City Attorney 
may be exercised and performed by any Assistant City Attorney under his 
direction. 

Sec. 3. DUTIES OF THE CITY ATTORNEY -- The City Attorney shall: 

(1) Represent the City in all litigation and controversies; 
(2) Have authority to administer oaths and affidavits; 
(3) Prosecute, in person or by assistants, all cases bFought 

before the Corporation Court; 
(4) Approve as to form in writing all proposed ordinances 

before they shall be adopted, or file with the City Council, in 
writing, his objection thereto; 

(5) Draft all proposed ordinances granting franchises; 
'(6) Inspect and pass upon all papers, documents, contracts 

and other instruments in which the City may be interested; 
(7) Be the legal adviser to the City Manager, the Council, 

or any committee thereof, all official boards and conunissions and 
all City officers and employees with respect to any legal question 
involving an official duty or any legal matter pertaining to the 
affairs of the City of Dallas; 
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(8) Whenever it shall be brought to his knowledge that any 
person, firm or corporation exercising and enjoying any franchise 
or privilege from the City of Dallas has been guilty of a breach 
of any condition of such grant, or has failed to comply in any 
material matter with the terms and stipulations thereof, make 
report of said matter to the City Council, together with all facts 
bearing upon the same which may be brought to his attention. If 
said Council shall determine that said complaints are well founded, 
it shall be its duty to take such action as may be necessary; and 
in the event the offending party shall fail or refuse to conform 
to such order as it may make with respect thereto, it shall be 
the duty of the Council to direct the City Attorney to institute 
suit in the Court having jurisdiction thereof against such party 
so offending to obtain a judgment of forfeiture of said franchise 
or privilege; 

(9) - Advise the City Council, the City Manager and all the 
Departments of the City concerning new or proposed State or Federal 
legislation and to represent the City before all legislative bodies 
in matters affecting the City; 

(10) Upon his own initiative or upon the direction of the 
City Council, to appear in any and all litigation affecting the 
City and to represent the City in such manner as he deems to be 
to the best interest of the City, and to institute such legal 
proceedings as may be necessary or desirable on behalf of the 
City; 

(11) To hire or discharge such clerical personnel or other 
personnel as may be authorized for his department by the City 
Council; 

(12)_ When deemed for the best interest of the City, to 
advise or represent officers and employees of the City in liti
gation in matters arising out of the official conduct of their 
office or duties or in the course of their employment; 

(13) Perform such other duties as the Council may direct 
or -request. 

CHAPTER VIII 

CORPORATION COURTS 

Section 1. CREATION -- There is hereby created and established five 
(5) corporation courts to be known as Corporation Courts of the City of 
Dallas, Numbers One, Two, Three, Four and Five respectively. The City Council 
may, by ordinance, create and provide for such additional courts and judges 
as it may deem necessary, or may appoint more than one (1) judge to service 
each court. 

Sec. 2. JURISDICTION, POWER AND FINES -- The Corporation Courts 
shall have jurisdiction: 

(1) Over all criminal cases arising under the ordinances 
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of the City within the City limits and outside the limits to the 
extent authorized by State law; 

(2) Concurrently with the Justice of the Peace, all or a portion 
of whose precinct lies within the City limits of Dallas, of all 
criminal cases arising under the criminal laws of the State, where 
the offense is committed within the City limits of Dallas and the 
punishment is by fine not exceeding Two Hundred Dollars ($200.); 

(3) Over the forfeiture and collection of bonds given in pro
ceedings therein, and to order the forfeiture of cash acceptance bonds 
upon failure of the defendant to appear, and to accept same in lieu 
of a fine; 

(4) Over cases involving a license or permit granted by the City 
for any calling, occupation, business or vocation. In addition to 
the punishment to be imposed therefor, the Court may suspend or revoke 
the license or permit so granted; 

(5) Enforce all process of the Courts, punish witnesses for 
failing to obey subpoenas, and compel their attendance by process 
of attachment; 

(6) Punish for contempt, admit to bail, and forfeit bonds under 
such circumstances and as provided by County Courts, or County Courts 
exercising criminal jurisdiction only; 

(7) Over all other matters and cases provided for by State law 
or City ordinance. 

Sec. 3. PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE -- Except as otherwise provided by 
State law, practices and procedures in the Corporation Courts and appeals 
therefrom, shall be as established by ordinances of the City Council. 

Sec. 4. CITY JUDGES -- APPOINTMENT -- Each of the Corporation Courts 
of the City of Dallas shall be presided over by a Judge or Judges, each of 
whom shall be designated as City Judge. Each Judge shall be a practicing 
attorney of good standing. Biennially in May of· each odd-numbered ye~r, 
the City Judges shall be appointed by the Council, which appointment shall 
designate the administrative Judge. Each Judge shall hold office for two (2) 
years from the date of appointment or until his successor is appointed and 
qualified, unless sooner removed by the Council. In the event of any vacancy 
in the office of City Judge by death, resignation or otherwise, the ~ity 
Council shall appoint a qualified attorney to fill the unexpired term as 
City Judge. The Administrative Judge designated by the City Council shall 
be the Administrative Head of the Judiciary of the City. As such he shall 
promulgate work rules concerning the administration of the court dockets, 
the times and places for holding court, equalizing of the case assignments, 
the vacation schedules and other administrative details concerned with the 
judicial performan~~ of the City Courts, which rules shall be submitted to 
the City Manager and City Attorney for comment prior to adoption by the 
City Council. Once adopted, the Administrative Judge shall be responsible 
to see that said rules are adhered to by all Courts. He shall make such 
reports as may be required by the City Councii. 
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Sec. 5. CITY JUDGE -- AUTHORITY -- The City Judges shall have power 
and authority to administer official oaths and affirmations and to give 
certificates therec,f, and shall have full power and authority to issue 
subpoenas, writs of capias, search warrants, executions and all other 
process known to the law which Justice Courts are by law authorized to 
issue in similar cases. 

Sec. 6. TEMPORARY JUDGES -- If, for any cause, any of the City 
Judges shall temporarily fail to act, then and in such case the Council 
is hereby authorized to appoint some qualified attorney who shall act in 
the place and stead of such City Judge, and who shall have all powers and 
discharge all the duties of said office and shall receive the compensation 
therefor accruing while he is so acting. The appointment shall be spread 
on the minutes of the eourt over which he· is to preside. In the event of 
civil emergency, such appointment may he made by the Mayor; provided, how
ever, no compensation shall be paid to such judges so appointed unless 
confirmed by the City Council. 

Sec. 7. COMPENSATION -- Each of said City Judges shall receive such 
compensation as may be determined by the Council. 

Sec. 8. CLERK OF COURT -- There shall be a clerk or clerks of said 
Court and such ~eputies as may be provided for by ordinance. The clerks 
shall be appointed by the City Manager and shall receive such salary as 
may be fixed by the Council. The deputies shall be those as selected under 
the Civil Service System. Said clerks shall have the power to, and perform, 
all things and acts usual and necessary to be performed by clerks of court 
in issuing process of said Courts and conducting the business thereof, and 
such other duties as may be prescribed by ordinance of the City Council. 

Sec. 9. GENERAL LAWS -- ACT CUMULATIVE OF -- The foregoing sections 
are he~eby declared to be cumulative of any laws that may now or hereafter 
be passed by the Legislature regulating or increasing the jurisdiction of 
Corporation Courts in cities of the grade and size of the City of Dallas. 

CHAPTER IX 

CITY AUDITOR 

Section 1. SELECTION OF CITY AUDITOR -- There is hereby created the 
office of City Auditor, which official shall hold office for a period of 
two (2) years and until his successor shall be chosen and shall qualify. 
The presidents of the several banks in the City of Dallas which are 
members of the Clearing House Association, now in existence, or that 
hereafter may be incorporated, and their successors in said offices who 
shall qualify by taking the oath of office prescribed by the Constitution 
of the State of Texas, shall be and are hereby constituted a nominating 
board, which, by a majority vote of its active members, shall nominate an 

-30-



auditor to fill .the office herein created. Said Board shall meet b.iennially 
within fifteen days after the first Tuesday of April of each odd-numbered 
year, and shall organize by electing a president and secretary from its 
own membership. A majority of the members of the Clearing House Association 
shall constitute a quorum. The B~ard shall proceed to select by ballot a 
nominee for auditor and shall certify such nomination to the City Council 
at the first Council meeting after May 1st next following said Board meeting, 
and biennially thereafter. It shall be the duty of the City Council, on 
receipt of such certificate, to confirm or reject such nomination. A 
majority of the Council shall be sufficient for confirmation or rejection. 
In the event the nomination is rejected the Co~ncil shall immediately notify 
the nominating board of such rejection and request the nomination of a 
different person for said office, and the nominating board shall continue to 
make such nominations until confirmation has been made by the Council. 

Sec. 2. ACCOUNTING -- The City Auditor shall be the chief accounting 
officer of the City and shall, under the direction of the City Manager, 
establish and maintain an adequate and efficient system of accounting. It 
shall be his duty to examine in detail all bills, accounts and claims against 
the City, and if found correct, to certify his approval thereof; but if found 
incorrect he shall return them to the department presenting the same for 
correction. He shall keep comprehensive accounts of all real, personal and 
mixed property of the said City, of all receipts and dispursements of money, 
and under proper headings, separately, each source of receipt and the cause 
of each disbursement. He shall also keep an account with each person, in
cluding the officers who have money transactions with the City, crediting 
amounts allowed by proper authority, and specifying the transactions to 
which such entries apply. He shall, at least once in each month, examine the 
accounts of all officers of said city charged with the receipt and disburse
ment of money, and if they be found incorrect, at once make a report in 
writing of the same to the City Manager. It shall also be his duty to examine 
all warrants and countersign the same after appropriation has been duly made 
by the City Council to pay the same. He shall also ascertain whether any 
expenditure made or proposed to be made by the city is excessive, either 
in the price of the thing purchased, the computation of the charge ot 
otherwise, and if he shall so find he shall make report thereon to the 
City Manager. 

Sec. 3. MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT -- The Auditor shall prepare 
and transmit to the City Manager for submission to the City Council monthly 
a summary statement of the revenues and expenses of the preceding month, 
detailed as to appropriations and funds, in such manner as to show the 
exact financial condition of the City and of each department, division 
and office thereof as of the last day of such month. Such reports shall 
reflect the condition of each of the City funds, showing the budget 
appropriation, the amount expended to the date of such report and the 
unexpended balance therein. Financial reports shall also be prepared for 
each quarter and fiscal year and for such other periods as may be required 
by the City Manager or the Council, It shall also be the duty of the Auditor 
to furnish to the City Council, City Manager and the heads of the City 
Departments such additional reports, information and assistance as may be 
required. 
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Sec, 4. SPECIAL AUDIT -- Upon the death, resignation, removal or 
expiration of the term of any officer of the City, other than the City 
Auditor, the City Auditor shall cause an audit and investigation of the 
accounts of such officer to be made and shall report to the City Manager 
and the Council. Either the Council or the City Manager may at any time 
provide for an investigation or audit of the accounts of any officer or 
department of the City government. In case of the death, resignation or 
removal of the City Auditor, the City Manager shall cause an audit to be 
made of his accounts. If, as a result of any such audit, an officer be 
found indebted to the City, the City Auditor, or other person making such 
audit, shall immediately give notice thereof to the Council, the City 
Manager and the City Attorney; and the latter shall, as directed by the 
City Council, forthwith proceed to collect such indehtedness. 

CHAPTER X 

ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS 

Section 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF DEPARTMENTS -- The City Council shall 
have the power by ordinance to establish other departments and offices, than 
those created by Charter, and to create divisions or sections within any 
department, whether established by Charter or ordinance. The Council may 
discontinue any department or office established by ordinance and may prescribe, 
combine, distribute or abolish the functions and duties of departments and 
offices not inconsistent with this Charter or State law. All such ordinances 
creating a department or ma'king any changes in the same shall be adopted only 
after receiving the recommendation of the City Manager and by a three-fourths 
(3/4ths) vote of the Counc~l. 

Sec. 2. DIRECTION -- Except as otherwise provided in the Charter, all 
depart~ents of the City shall be under the supervision and direction of the 
City Manager, including any department hereafter established by ordinance. 
The directors of such departments shall be appointed by him, and they shall 
serve.until removed by him, or until a successor has been appointed and 
qualified. He shall coordinate the work of the various departments in the 
execution of their duties of office. Subject to the direction and super
vision of the City Manager, the director of a department shall manage his 
department. 

Sec. 3. PURCHASE AND SALE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY -- Purchases shall be 
made by the City Purchasing Agent who shall make all purchases for the 
City in the manner provided by ordinance and shall, under such regulations 
as may be provided by ordinance or by resolution, sell all personal property 
of the City not needed for public use, or that may have been condemned as 
useless by the director of a department. 

Sec. 4. PURCHASING AND FURNISHING OF SUPPLIES -- Before making any 
purchase or sale the City Purchasing Agent shall give opportunity for com
petition, under such rules and regulations as the Council may establish, 
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subject to the competitive bidding sections of this Charter. Supplies re
quired by departments may be furnished upon requisition from the stores 
under the control of the Purchasing Agent, and whenever so furnished shall 
be paid for by the department furnished therewith by warrant made payable 
to the credit of the Stores Account of said office. The City Purchasing 
Agent shall not furnish any supplies to any department unless there be 
to the credit of such department an available appropriation balance, in 
excess of all unpaid obligations, sufficient to pay for such supplies, 
unless the Council should by ordinance otherwise order. 

CHAPTER XI 

REVENUE AND TAXATION DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. REVENUE AND TAXATION DEPARTMENT -- DIRECTOR OF REVENUE 
AND TAXATION -- There is hereby created the Revenue and Taxation Depart
ment of the City of Dallas at the head of which shall be the Director of 
Revenue and Taxation, appointed by the City Manager (any reference by 
State Statute to tax assessor, tax collector, or tax assessor and collec
tor shall be construed to mean this Director). He shall be a person 
professionally competent by experience and training to manage such a 
department. The Department shall be composed of the Director of Revenue 
and Taxation, whose office is hereby created and established, and such 
other positions of Assistants and employees as the Council may provide 
by ordinance, upon recommendation of the City Manager. 

Sec. 2. DUTIES -- The Director of Revenue and Taxation shall: 

(1) Have charge of the administration of his department; 
(2) Assess and collect taxes, including special assessme~ts 

as may be levied by ordinance; 
(3) Issue licenses and collect license fees; 
(4) Prepare all tax rolls; 
(5) Perform all duties necessary in the assessment, 

equalization, levy and collection of taxes; 
(6) Assess or collect the taxes of such other governmental 

entities as may be provided for by law or by contract with the 
City of Dallas; 

(7) Perform such other duties as may be required of him by 
the City Manager or by ordinance of the City Council. 

Sec. 3. DISPOSITION OF FUNDS -- He shall pay over to the City Trea
surer all moneys collected by him and belonging to the City within a period 
of twenty-four (24) hours after receiving the same. Should he fail to do 
so, he and his sureties on his bond shall be required to pay interest thereon 
at the rate of ten percent (10%) per annum until such deposit is made. 
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CHAPTER XII 

THE BUDGET AND FINANCIAL PROCEDURE RELATING THERETO 

Section 1. ANNUAL BUDGET ESTIMATE -- The fiscal year of the City 
shall begin on the first day of October of each year and shall end with 
the thirtieth day of September next following. On the fifteenth day of August 
of each year the City Manager shall submit to the Council a budget estimate 
of the revenue of the City and the expense of conducting the affairs thereof 
for the ensuing fiscal year. This estimate shall be compiled from detailed 
information obtained from the several departments, divisions and offices 
of the City on uniform forms furnished by the City Manager. The classi
fication of the estimate shall be as nearly uniform as possible for the 
main functional divisions of such departments, divisions and offices and 
shall give the- following information: 

(1) An itemized estimate of the expense of conducting each 
department, division, office, board and commission; 

(2) Comparison of such estimates with the corresponding items 
of expenditure of the last two fiscal years, and with the expendi
tures of the current fiscal year plus an estimate of expenditures 
necessary to complete the current fiscal year; 

(3) Reason for proposed increases or decreases of such items 
of expenditure compared with the current fiscal year; 

(4) A statement from the City Manager of the total probahle 
income of the Ci.ty from taxes for the period covered by the 
estimate; 

(5) An itemization.. of all anticipated revenue from sources 
other than the tax levy; 

(6) The amount required for the payment of principal and in
terest on the City's debt; 

- (7) The total amount of outstanding debts, with a schedule of 
maturities; 

(8) Such other information as may be required by the Council. 

Sec. 2. BUDGET ESTIMATES TO BE FURNISHED CITY MANAGER BY ALL DEPART
MENTS NOT UNDER HIS IMMEDIATE DIRECTION -- Every department of the City 
government not under the direct control of the City Manager shall furnish to 
the City Manager, for use in the preparation of his recommendations to the 
Council regarding the annual budget, a detailed budget estimate of the needs 
and requirements of such department for the coming year. 

Sec. 3. ANNUAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE -- Upon receipt of the City 
Manager's estimate, the Council shall pass on first reading an Appro
priation Ordinance, using the Manager's estimate as a basis. Provision 
shall be made for public hearings upon the Appropriation Ordinance before 
a committee of the Council, or before the entire Council sitting as a 
committee of the whole. Following the public hearings, and final passage, 
the Appropriation Ordinance shall be published in the official newspaper 
of the City with a separate schedule setting forth the items in the 
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Manager's estimate which were omitted or changed by the Council, if any, 
and the reason for such omission or change. The Council shall not pass 
the Appropriation Ordinance upon final reading until at least ten 
(10) days after its publication, nor before the first Monday in September 
of each year. Upon passage of the Appropriation Ordinance by the Council, 
it shall become inunediately effective, and the funds appropriated therein 
become available on October 1st, the beginning of the next fiscal year. 
Following the final passage of the Appropriation Ordinance the City 
Council shall, by ordinance, levy the taxes for the current year. 

Sec. 4. TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS -- Upon the written recommenda
tion of the City Manager the Council may at any time transfer an unin
cumbered balance of an appropriation made for the use of one department, 
division or purpose to any other department, division or purpose; but no 
such transfer shall be made of revenues or earnings of any non-tax
supported public utility to any other purpose. 

Sec. 5. APPROPRIATION OF EXCESS REVENUE -- If at any time the total 
accruing revenue of the City shall be in excess of the total estimated 
income thereof, as set forth in the annual budget estimate in compliance 
with subdivisions (4) and (5) of Section 1 hereof, the Council may from 
time to time appropriate such excess to such uses as will not conflict with 
any uses for which such revenues specifically accrued. 

Sec. 6. EXPENDITURES ONLY PURSUANT TO APPROPRIATIONS -- No money 
shall be drawn from the City Treasurer, nor shall any obligation for the 
expenditure of money be incurred, except in pursuance of appropriation 
made by the Council and, whenever an appropriation is so made, the City 
Secretary shall forthwith give notice to the City Manager. At the close 
of each fiscal year the unincumbered balance of each appropriation shall 
revert to the fund from which it was appropriated and shall be subject to 
future appropriations, but appropriations may be made in furtherance of 
improvements or other objects of work of the City which will not be com
pleted within the current year. 

Sec. 7. ACCOUNTS OF APPROPRIATIONS -- Accounts shall be kept for 
each item of appropriation made by the Council and every warrant on ~he 
City Treasury shall state specifically against which of such items the 
warrant is drawn. Each such account shall show in detail the appropriations 
made thereto by the Council, the amount drawn thereon, the unpaid obliga
tions charged against it and the unincumbered balance to the credit thereof. 

Sec. 8. PAYMENT OF CLAIMS -- No claim against the City shall be paid 
unless it is evidenced by a voucher approved by the head of the department 
or office for which the indebtedness was incurred; and each such director 
or officer and his surety shall be liable to the City for all loss or damage 
sustained by the City by reason of his negligent or corrupt approval of 
any such claim. The City Auditor shall examine all payrolls, bills and 
other claims and demands against the City and shall issue no warrant for 
payment unless he finds that the claim is in proper form, correctly computed 
and duly approved; that it is justly and legally due and payable; that an 
appropriation has been made therefor which has not been exhausted or that 
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the payment has been otherwise legally authorized; and that there is money 
in the City Treasury to make payment. He may investigate any claim and 
for that purpose may summon before him any officer, agent or person and 
examine him upon oath or affirmation relative thereto, which oath or af
firmation he may administer. If the City Auditor issues a warrant on the 
Treasury authorizing payment of any item for which no appropriation has 
been made, or for the payment of which there is not a sufficient balance 
in the proper appropriation, or which is otherwise contrary to law or 
ordinance, he and his sureties shall be individually liable to the City 
for the amount thereof. 

Sec. 9. MONEY CERTIFIED IN TREASURY -- No contract, agreement or 
other obligation involving the expenditure of money shall be entered into, 
nor shall any ordinance, resolution, or.order for the expenditure of 
money be passed by the Council or be authorized by any officer of the City, 
except in the cases hereinafter specified, unless the Ci Manager first 
certifies to the Council, or to the proper officer, as the case may be, 
that the money required for such contract, agreement, obligation or 
expenditure is in the Treasury to the credit of the fund from which it is 
to be drawn and not appropriated for any other purpo8e, which certificate 
shall be filed and immediately recorded. The sum so certified shall not 
thereafter be considered unappropriated until the City is discharged from 
the contract, agreement or obligation. 

Sec. 10. MONEY DEEMED IN TREASURY -- All moneys actually in the 
Treasury to the credit of the fund from which they are to be drawn, and 
all moneys applicable to the payment of the obligation or appropriation 
involved that are anticipated to come in the Treasury before the maturity 
of such contract, agreement or obligation, from taxes or assessments, or 
from sales of service products, or by-products, or from any City under
taking~ fees, charges, accounts and bills receivable, or other credits in 
process of collection, and all moneys applicable to the payment of such 
obligation or appropriation,- which are to be paid into the City Treasury 
prior to the maturity thereof, arising from the sale or lease of lands or 
other property, and moneys to be derived from lawfully authorized bonds 
sold and-in the process of delivery, shall, for the purpose of such certi
ficate, be deemed in the Treasury to the credit of the appropriate fund 
and subject to such certification. 

Sec. 11. OBLIGATIONS -- WHEN VOID -- All contracts, agreements or 
other obligations entered into, all ordinances passed and resolutions and 
orders adopted, contrary to the preceding sections, shall be void, and no 
person whomsoever shall have any claim or demand against the City thereunder, 
nor shall the Council or any officer of the City waive or qualify the limits 
fixed by any ordinance, resolution or order, as provided in Section 10 
hereof, or fasten upon the City any liability whatever in excess of such 
limits, or relieve any party from an exact compliance with his contract 
under such ordinance, resolution or order; provided, that this section 
shall not apply in case of public disaster calling for extraordinary 
emergency expenditure, nor to the exceptions contained in Section 12 
following. 

Section 12. LIMITATIONS ON EXPENDITURES NOT TO APPLY TO PURCHASES 
BY PARK BOARD IN CERTAIN EXTRAORDINARY CASES WHEN APPROVED BY THE CITY 
COUNCIL -- The limitations and restrictions contained in Sections 10 and 
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11 above shall not be applicable to the Park Board where an advantageous 
opportunity is presented to said Boar;d to purchase an additional park for 
any year upon a cash payment out of the appropriation set apart to the 
Park Department for that year and the contract or agreement to pay the 
balance of the purchase price for the said park is not to exceed ten (10) 
annual installments; provided that such contemplated purchase of park 
property shall first be reported to the City Council and approved by the 
Council. When so approved the said purchase may be consummated and there
after provision shall be made in the annual budget for the payment of the 
annual installment with interest thereon, to be charged against the annual 
appropriation for such department. 

CHAPTER XIII 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. CREATION OF POLICE DEPARTMENT -- PERSONNEL -- There is 
hereby created a Police Department of the City of Dallas at the head of 
which shall be the Chief of Police. The Police Department shall be 
composed of the Chief, whose office is hereby created and established, 
and other positions of Assistants and employees as the Council may provide 
by ordinance upon recommendation of the City Manager. The Chief of Police 
shall designate the order of succession of the Assistant Chiefs, who 
shall perform the duties of the Chief in the event of his disability, 
absence from the City or inability to perform his duties from any other 
cause. The designated person shall receive no fodditional compensation 
for performing the duties of Chief of Police. 

Sec. 2. DUTIES -- The Chief of Police sha~l: 

(1) Have immediate direction and control of the Police De
partment, subject to tha supervision of the City Manager, and also 
subject to such rules, regulations and orders as the City Manager 
may prescribe, not inconsistent with the ordinances of the City, 
and shall promulgate all orders, rules and regulations for govern
ment of the police force; 

(2) Devote his entire time to the discharge of his official 
duties, and shall not be absent from the City except in the per
formance of his official duties, unless granted a written leave of 
absence by the City ~anager; 

(3) Keep his office open at all hours, day and night, and either 
he or his subordinate shall be in constant attendance of such office; 

(4) Prescribe the uniforms and badges for the members of the 
Police Force and direct the manner in which the members of the said 
Force shall he armed; 

(5) Perform such other duties as may be required of him by 
the City Manager or by ordinance of the City Council. 

Sec. 3. APPOI:lT~tENT AND OAT!! --- The members of the Police Depart
ment, other than the Chief of Police and Assistants above the rank and 
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grade of Captain, unless otherwise provided by ordinance, shall be selected 
from the list of eligibles prepared by the Civil Service Commission. In 
case of emergency, the Mayor, the City Manager or the Chief of Police may 
appoint additional ?atrolmen and officers for temporary service, who 
need not be in the Classified Service. Each member of the Police De
partment, both rank and file, shall have issued to him a warrant of 
appointment signed by the City Manager in which the date of his appoint
ment shall be stated and such shall be his commission. Each member of the 
Police Department shall, before entering upon his duties, subscribe to an 
oath that he will faithfully, without fear or favor, perform the duties of 
his office and such oath shall be filed and preserved with the records 
of said Department, and in addition, the several officers of the said 
force shall, if so required by the Council, give bond in such penal sum 
and with such security as the Council may prescribe by ordinance. The 
cost of such bond is to be borne by the City. 

Sec. 4. SUSPENSION OF POLICE -- HEARING -- The Chief of Police shall 
have the exclusive right to suspend any of the officers or employees who 
may be under his jurisdiction and control for incompetence, neglect of 
duty, immorality, drunkenness, or failure to obey orders given by the 
proper authority, or the orders, rules, and regulations promulgated by the 
Chief of Police. If any officer or employee be suspended, as herein 
provided, the Chief of Police shall forthwith in writing certify the 
fact, together with the cause for the suspension, to the City Manager. The 
officer or employee suspended shall have five (5) days from receipt of 
notice of such suspension within which to demand a hearing before the City 
Manager, but such demand must be made in writing. If demanded, the 
City Manager shall proceed to, inquire into the cause of the suspension and 
render-judgment thereon, which judgment, if the charge be sustained, may be 
suspension, reduction in rank, dismissal, or such modification or amendment 
as to him may seem just and ~quitable under all the facts and circumstances 
of the.particular case. Such judgment shall be final unless such suspended 
officer or employee shall desire to avail himself to the right of a public 
hearing before a trial Board as provided by this Charter. 

Sec. 5. REMOVAL OF CHIEF OR ASSISTANTS, ETC. -- Should the Chi.ef of 
the Police Department, or any Assistant (above the rank and grade of 
Captain) in case he is selected from the ranks of the Police Department 
be removed from said position on account of unfitness for the discharge of 
the duties of said positions, and not for any cause justifying his dis
mi.ssal from the service, he shall be restored to the rank and grade held 
by him prior to his appointment, or reduced to a lower appointive rank. 

Sec. 6. AUTHORITY OF POLICEMEN -- The officers and privates consti
tuting the Police Department of the City of Dallas shall be, and they are 
hereby vested with all the power and authority given to them as peace 
officers under the laws of the State, the Federal law, and the ordinances 
and regulations of the City, and it shall be the duty of each such of
ficer and private: 

(1) To use his best endeavors to prevent the commission within 
the City of offenses against the laws of the State, the Federal 
Government and against the ordinances and regulations of said 
City; 
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(2) To observe and enforce all such laws, ordinances 
and regulations; 

(3) To detect and arrest offenders against the same; and 
(4) To preserve the public peace, health and safety. 

All policemen shall execute any criminal warrant, warrants of arrest, any 
writ, subpoenaes or other process that may be placed in their hands by the 
duly constituted authorities of the City. No policeman shall receive any 
fee or other compensation for any service rendered in the performance of 
his duty other than the salary paid him by the City, nor shall he receive a 
fee as a witness in any case arising under the criminal laws of this State or 
under the ordinances or regulations of the City and prosecuted in the Cor
poration Court of the City or in any Criminal Court in Dallas County . 

. Sec. 7. SPECIAL POLICE -- No person, except as otherwise provided by 
general law or the Charter, or the ordinances passed in pursuance thereof, 
shall act as spec!al police or special detectives, except upon written 
authority from the City Manager. Such authority when conferred, shall be 
exercised only under the direction and control of the Chief of Police and 
for the time specified in the appointment. 

Sec. 8. FALSELY \·!EARING POLICE UNIFOPJ1 OR BADGE -- Any person, other 
than a Member of the Police Force of the City of Dallas, who shall wear the 
uniform or badge as prescribed by the Chief of Police for the City of 
Dallas Police Department, or a uniform or badge so closely similar thereto 
as to be mistaken therefor, shall be subject to such fine as may be pre
scribed by the City Council by ordinance. 

Sec. 9. ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR CONTINUED SERVICE -- All police-· 
men shall receive additional compensation for the continuous service as is 
provided by the laws of the State of Texas; and in the absence of such 
provisions, as is provided for by ordinances of ~he City. 

CHAPTER XIV 

FIRE DEP ARTIIENT 

Section 1. CREATION OF FIRE DEPARTMENT -- PERSONNEL -- There is 
hereby created a Fire Department of the City of Dallas, at the head of 
which shall be the Chief of the Fire Department. The Fire Department 
shall be composed of the Chief of the Fire Department, whose office is 
hereby created and established, and other positions of Assistants and em
ployees as the Council may provide by ordinance upon the recommendation 
of the City Manager. The Chief of the Fire Department shall designate the 
order of succession of the Assistant Chiefs, who shall perform the duties of 
the Chief in the event of his disability, absence from the City or in
ability to perform his duties from any other cause. 

Sec. 2. DUTIES -- The Chief of the Fire Department shall: 

(1) Have exclusive control of the stationing and transfer of 
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all firemen and other officers and employees constituting the fire 
force, under such rules and regulations as may be established by the 
City Manager, to whom he shall be immediately responsible, or ac
cording to the ordinances of the City; 

(2) Take all necessary measures to protect the City and the 
property of its citizens from destruction by fire or conflagration; 

(3) Devote his entire time to the discharge of his official 
duties, and shall not absent himself from the City except in per
formance of his official duties, unless granted a written leave 
by the City Manager; 

(4) Classify the fire service of the City in conformity with 
the ordinances of the City Council concerning the number of persons 
to be employed therein and make rules for the regulation and dis
cipline of such service and the employees; 

(5) Prescribe the uniform and badges for the members of the 
Fire Department; 

(6) Provide rescue equipment, personnel and servi.ces for 
emergency use; 

(7) Perform such other duties as may be required of him by 
the City Manager or by ordinance of the City Council. 

Sec. 3. REMOVAL OF CHIEF, OR ASSISTANTS, ETC. -- Should the Chief of 
the Fire Department, or any Assistant (above the rank and grade of Captain) 
in case he is selected from the ranks of the Fire Department, he removed 
from said position on account of unfitness for the discharge of the duties 
of said positions, and not for any cause justifying his dismissal from the 
service, he shall be restored to the rank and grade held by him prior to 
his appointment, or reduced to a lower appointive rank. 

Sec. 4. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS -- The members of the fire force, other 
than the Chief of the Fir~ Department, his Assistants, Deputies and Division 
Chiefs, shall be certified from the list of eligibles prepared by a Civil 
Service Commission, in accordance with such rules and regulations as may be 
prescribed by the Civil Service Commission; provided, however, that in case 
of civil distrubance, the City Manager or the Chief of the Fire Department 
may appoint additional firemen and officers for temporary service, who need 
not be in the Classified Service. 

Sec. 5. ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR CONTINUED SERVICE -- All firemen 
and fire alarm operators shall receive additional compensation for the con
tinuous service as is provided by the laws of the State of Texas; and in the 
absence of such provisions, as is provided for by ordinances of the City. 

Sec. 6. DESTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS -- When any building in the City is 
on fire it shall be lawful for the Chief of the Fire Department or an 
Assistant Fire Chief, with the concurrence of the City Manager, to direct 
such building or any buildings which they may deem hazardous and likely to 
conununicate fire to other buildings, to be torn down, blown up or destroyed, 
and no action shall be maintained against any person or against the City 
therefor; but any person interested in any building so destroyed or injured 
may, within six (6) months, and not thereafter, apply in writing to the 
Council to assess and pay the damages claimed to have been sustained. If 
the Council and the claimant cannot agree upon the terms of adjustment, 
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then the application of such claimant shall be referred for decision to 
three (3) disinterested arbitrators, who shall be qualified voters and owners 
of real estate within the City. One (1) arbitrator shall be appointed by 
the claimant, and one (1) by the Council and the third by both arbitrators 
selected as aforesaid, and the decision of the majority thereon sha11 con
stitute the award in the case. The arbitrators shall be sworn to faith
fully execute their duties according to the best of their ability, they 
shall have power to subpoena and administer oaths to witnesses; to give all 
parties a fair and impartial hearing; and give reasonable notice before-
hand of the time and place of the hearing. They shall take into account 
the probability as to whether said building would have been destroyed by 
fire if it had not been pulled down and destroyed; the loss of insurance upon 
the said property, if any, caused by the pulling down, blowing up and de
stroying of such building, and may report that no damages should equitably 
be allowed to such claimant. Whenever such report appraising said damages 
shall be made and finally confirmed by the Council, a compliance therewith 
by the Council shall be deemed full satisfaction of said damages. 

Sec. 7. FIREMEN TO EXERCISE POLICE POWERS IN ATTENDING AND RETURN-
ING FROM FIRES -- Each member of the Fire Department acting under orders of 
a commanding officer is authorized to exercise powers of police officers 
while going to, attending or returning from any fire or alarm of fire, and 
shall have issued to him a warrant of appointment signed by the City Manager, 
in which the date of his appointment shall be stated, and such warrant shall 
be his commission. 

Sec. 8. FALSELY WEARING UNIFORM OR BADGE -- Any person other than a 
member of the Fire Department of the City of Dallas who shall wear the 
uniform or badge as prescribed by the Fire Chief of the City of Dallas, or 
a uniform or badge so closely similar thereto as to be mistaken therefor, 
shall be subject to such fine as may be prescribed by the City Council by 
ordinance. 

Sec. 9. SUSPENSION OF FIREMEN -- HEARING -- The Chief of the Fire 
Department shall have the exclusive right to suspend any officers or-employees 
who may be under his control and management for incompetence, neglect of 
duty, immorality, drunkenness, or failure to obey orders given by the proper 
authority, or the orders, rules and regulations promulgated by the Chief 
for the Department. If any officer or employee be suspended, as herein 
provided, the Chief of the Fire Department shall forthwith in writing certify 
the fact, together with the cause for the suspension, to the City Manager. 
The officer or employee suspended shall have five (5) days from receipt 
of notice of such suspension within which to demand a hearing before the City 
Manager. If demanded, the City Manager shall proceed to inquire into the 
cause of the suspension and render judgment thereon, which judgment, if 
the charge be sustained, may be suspension, reduction in rank, dismissal, 
or such modification or amendment as to him may seem just and equitable 
under all the facts and circumstances of the particular case. Such 
judgment shall be final unless such suspended officer or employee shall desire 
to avail himself to the right of a public hearing before a trial board as 
provided by this Charter. 
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CHAPTER XV 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTI1ENT 

Section 1. PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT -- DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS -
There is hereby created the Public Works Department of the City of Dallas, 
at the head of which shall be the Director of Public Works (City Engineer), 
who shall be by profession an engineer registered to practice in the State 
of Texas or registered in another State with reciprocal rights so that he 
can obtain registration in the State of Texas. The Department shall be 
composed of the Director of Public Works, whose office is hereby created 
and established, and such other positions of Assistants and employees as 
the Council may provide by ordinance, upon recorrnnendation of the City 
Manager. 

Sec. 2. JURISDICTION OF DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS -- The Director of 
Public Works shall: 

(1) Have charge of the engineering, opening, construction, 
paving, maintenance and repair of all streets, boulevards, alleys, 
sidewalks and public ways; 

(2) Have supervision over the storm sewers and storm sewer 
and drainage systems; 

(3) Have charge of the construction, maintenance, repair and 
operation of all public buildings belonging to or used hy the City, 
except as otherwise provided by this Charter or ordinance of the City; 

(4) Approve the location and installation of the street light
ing system; 

(5) Furnish to any other Department of the City such service, 
labor, and materials as may be requisitioned by the Head of such 
Department, subject to the approval of the City Manager. The expense 

· of such labor and material shall be charged to the Department so fur
nished at actual cost; 

(6) Perform such other duties as may be required of him by the 
City Manager or by Ordinance of the City Council. 

CHAPTER XVI 

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT -- DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC IIEALTil -
There is hereby created thE! Public Health Department of the City of Dallas 
at the head of which shall be the Director of Public Health, who shall be a 
person professionally competent by experience and training to manage such a 
department. The Department shall be composed of the Director of Public 
Health, whose office is hereby created and established, and such other 
positions of Assistants and employees as the Council may provide by Ordin
ance, upon recommendation of the City Manager. 

-42-



Sec. 2. DUTIES OF THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH -- Unless otherwise 
provided by ordinance, the Director of Public Health shall: 

(1) Have charge and control of the work of protecting and 
preserving the public health; 

(2) Have supervision and control of all clinics an<l hospitals 
operated exclusively by the City; 

(3) Perform such duties as may be required of him by general law 
and City ordinances with regard to the general health and sanitation 
of the City; 

(4) Make rules and regulations for preserving and promoting 
the public health; 

(S) From time to time, direct the inspection of every part of 
the City and its environs with a view of maintaining sanitary condi
tions; 

(6) Make such inspections of public and private buildings and 
premises under such conditions as may be allowed under the applicable 
State and Federal laws; 

(7) Inspect dairies, milk, meat and all foods kept and offered 
for sale to the public and all water supplies; 

(8) Enforce the Pure Food Laws; 
(9) Inspect all commodities intended for human consumption and 

the production, stora~e and sales thereof, including the sanitary 
conditions and cleanliness of all places and premises wherein the same 
are produced, kept or offered for sale, and including the healthful
ness, cleanliness and sanitation of all methods, practices, persons 
and things relating thereto; 

(10) When authorized by ordinance, condemn all such commodities 
found unfit for human consumption and direct the disposition thereof; 

(11) Investigate and take measures, including the exercise of 
the power of isolation, quarantine and detention to prevent the de
velopment and spreading of communicable, infectious or epidemic.dis
eases; 

(12) If necessary to the public health and safety, order the 
destruction of animals suffering from any communicable, infectious 
or epidemic disease and may disinfect or order destroyed buildings 
within which they have been sick with any such disease; , 

(13) Regulate the sanitary conditions of all morgues, cemeteries, 
crematories and burial places within the limits of the City and the 
disposition of dead bodies of persons and animals; 

(14) Provide for and require the registration of births and 
deaths occurring within the City, and the recording of other. vital 
statistics; 

(15) Take such action as he may deem necessary in an emergency 
to prevent the spread or dissemination of any communicable, infectious 
or epidemic disease, including diseases or conditions caused by toxic 
agents of chemical or nuclear source in the environment, by declaring 
and maintaining a local or a general quarantine pending further action 
by the City Council; 

(16)) Have supervision and control of the enforcement of the 
animal ordinances of the City concerning animals running at large and 
other offense~ connnitted by such animals; this duty shall be concurrent 
with that of the Police Department and may be enforced by any peace 
officer or Public Health officer or employee; 
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(17) Enforce the air, water, noise and odor pollution ordinances 
of the City and Statutes of the State of Texas; 

(18) Make periodic and frequent inspections of the ambulances 
providing ambuJ.ance service in the City of Dallas to see that the 
same conform with all State laws, ordinances and contracts of the 
City of Dallas; 

(19) Exercise all powers authorized by State Law; 
(20) Perform such other duties relating to his Department as 

may be required of him by the City Manager or by ordinance of the 
City C ounci 1. 

CHAPTER XVII 

WATER UTILITIES DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. WATER UTILITIES DEPARTMENT -- DIRECTOR OF WATER UTILITIES -
There is hereby creaeed the Water Utilities Department of the City of Dallas 
at the head of which shall be the Director of Water Utilities, who shall be 
a person professionally competent by experience and training to manage such 
a department. The Department shall be composed of the Director of Water 
Utilities, whose office is hereby created and established, and such other 
positions of assistants and employees as the Council may provide by ordi
nance, upon recommendation of the City Manager. 

Sec. 2. DUTIES -- The Director of Water Utilities shall: 

(1) Have charge o·f the water and municipal and industrial 
waste water collection systems, mains, filtration plants, sanitary 
waste water treatment plants, reservoirs and other facilities 
directly connected therewith, and all plants, properties and ap
pliances incident to, or connected with, the operation of the Water 
and Municipal and Industrial Waste Water Utilities of the City of 
Dallas, or any extension thereof, hereafter designated collectively 
as "The Dallas Water Utilities"; 

(2) Make reconnnendations to the City Manager concerning 
the need for acquisition of additional water rights, appear 
before the Water Board, Legislative Connnittees and such other 
bodies as may be necessary in the acquiring of water rights, 
negotiate with the proper departments of the Federal and State 
Governments for the maintenance and acquisition of additional 
water rights, and do any and all things necessary to properly 
plan and program a waterworks system for the future growth of 
the City; 

(3) Make recommendations to the City Manager as to rates 
and connection charges for the Dallas Water Utilities Department 
necessary .to defray the costs of proper maintenance, operation and 
expansion and extension of the water or municipal and industrial 
waste water systems and facilities, treatment plants, reservoirs, 
appurtenances, facilities and land owned and operated by the Dallas 
Water Utilities Department; 

(4) Perform such other duties as may be required of him by 
the City Manager or by Ordinance of the City Council. 
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Sec. 3. FUNDS NOT TO BE DIVERTED -- All receipts and revenues from 
the Water Utilities Department shall constitute a separate and sacred fund, 
which shall never be diverted or drawn upon for any other purpose than the 
payment for necessary services rendered to the Department by other City 
Departments, construction and extension, improvement, operation, maintenance, 
repair and betterment of the water utilities systems and water supply, 
municipal and industrial waste water collecting mains, laterals, municipal 
and industrial waste water treatment plants and other sewerage facilities. 
The Council may appropriate or pledge such receipts and revenues for the 
purpose of extending, improving, operating, maintaining and bettering said 
utility systems and plants, mains and supply, and for constructing and ex
tending lateral sewers, and also for the purpose of discharging or retiring 
the indebtedness of the City that may be incurred for Dallas Water Utilities 
Department purposes. 

All water service or municipal and industrial waste water collection 
and treatment service rendered by the Water Utilities Department shall be 
paid for by rate schedules as approved by the City Council and such State 
Authority as may be required. 

CHAPTER XVIII 

PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC UTILITIES -- There is hereby created 
a Public Utilities Department of the City of Dallas at the head of which 
shall be the Director of Public Utilities. The Department shall be composed 
of the Director whose office is hereby created and established, and such 
other assistants and employees as the Council may provide by ordinan~e. 
The Director shall have immediate direction and control of the Public 
Utilities Department, subject to the supervision of the City Manager. 

Sec. 2. DUTIES OF DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC UTILITIES -- The Director of 
Public Utilities shall: 

(1) Audit the books, records and accounts of all the public 
service franchise holders and provide this information to the City 
Manager and the City Council upon request. From his analysis of the 
audit, he shall make such recommendations as he deems advisable for 
the proper administration of the franchise; 

(2) Receive applications for any new or renewed franchises, 
investigate the same and make recommendations concerning the 
granting or the renewal of the franchises; 

(3) Investigate any and all matters coming to his attention 
that pertain to the service rendered under a public service franchise 
and make recommendations concerning the disposition thereof; 

(4) Receive and investigate any requests for betterments of 
service or to add property which is to be included in the rate base 
of any franchise holder; 

(5) Have the supervision over the contractual relations wi.th the 
public utilities companies and the services to be rendered by the same; 
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(6) Keep records on the service that is rendered by the franchise 
holders, comparing it with the service that is rendered in other cities 
and other places, and the standards that are set forth in the franchise; 

(7) Make recommendations concerning any new and additional service 
that may be needed or any upgrading of service that may be required under 
the franchise; 

(8) At all times, have knowledge of the charges and tolls that the 
franchise holders are actually charging, and based upon the service that 
is being rendered, make recommended changes; receive any requests 
for changes in tolls or charges, investigate the same and provide 
this information together with his recommendations; 

(9) Properly administer all existing franchises according to 
their terms and provisions; 

(10) Make his recommendations pertaining to the franchises to 
the City Manager, who shall forward the same, with his comments, to 
the City Council for action; 

(11) Perform such other duties as may be required of him by the 
City Manager or by ordinance of the City Council. 

CHAPTER XIX 

FRANCHISES 

Section 1. FRANCHISE BY ORDINANCE -- The City shall have the power, 
subject to the provisions hereof, by ordinance to confer upon any person, 
firm or corporation the fra~chise or right to use the public property of the 
City for the purpose of furnishing to the public any general public service 
or benefit, including, but not limited to, heat, light, power, telephone 
service and transportation,. for compensation or hire; provided that no 
franchise shall be granted by the City to any person, firm or corporation 
to own, control or operate a waterworks therein. Any franchise granted 
may be voided upon the failure of the grantee to exercise the same in 
compliance with the terms thereof. 

Sec. 2. FRANCHISE ORDINANCE PROCEDURE -- The granting of franchises 
by the City Council shall be governed by the following regulations: 

(1) No exclusive franchise or privilege shall ever be granted; 
(2) No determinate or fixed term franchise shall ever be 

granted for a longer term than forty (40) years; 
(3) Within ten (10) years of the date of expiration of any 

fixed term franchise, the City Council may grant a new franchise 
to commence upon the expiration of the franchise in question, or 
grant a new franchise if the existing franchise is released; 

(4) Actual operation under a f~anchise must commence within 
six (6) months after the granting of the franchise. As a part of 
the actual operation, the City Council may grant a reasonable time 
beyond the six (6) month period for research, development and 
construction upon terms and conditions as set forth in the franchise; 

(5) No franchise, nor the assets held by the franchise holder, 
may be sold, assigned, transferred or conveyed to any other person, 
firm or corporation without the consent of the City first had and 
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obtained by ordinance or resolution, unless otherwise provided in the 
franchise. In the event that the purchaser is the holder of a like 

\ 

franchise, the franchise purchased shall be cancelled and merged into 
the franchise held by the purchaser upon terms and conditions as may 
be set out by the City Council when permission for merger is granted; 

(6) The purchaser of any franchise must assume and promptly 
discharge all of the payments due and owing the City by the holder 
of the franchise being purchased; 

(7) An indeterminate franchise (that is, with no fixed or 
determinate duration) may be granted, provided that the ordinance 
granting the same gives to the City, in express terms, the right 
to purchase the property of the franchise holder or to cause a 
purchaser to buy such property, fixing the times, the rights and 
the conditions under which they may be exercised. In the event 
of purchase by the City, the franchise itself shall not be deemed 
to have any market value; 

(8) All holders of franchises for public services from the 
City, their successors or assigns, as compensation for the right or 
privilege enjoyed shall pay to the City a sum not less than four 
percent (4%) per annum of the gross receipts of the business pursued 
by the franchise holder rendered in the City. Such sum shall be 
exclusive of, and in addition to, all special assessments and taxes 
of whatever nature, including ad valorem taxes upon the value of the 
franchise and other property of the franchise holder. The sum due 
hereunder shall be due and payable on or before the fifteenth (15th) 
day of February of each year for the preceding calendar year. 

(9) All rights held under any such ordinance, shall at all 
times be subject to the power of the City Council to require the holder 
thereof to make any necessary changes in or reasonable extensions 
of facilities and service in or to any portion of the City, whic~ 
in the judgment of the City Council may be necessary and proper 
(subject to the terms and conditions of any. franchise). The Ci.ty 
reserves the right to prevent the making of unnecessary or un
profitable extensions. 

Sec. 3. CONTESTING OF RATES -- No person or corporation enjoying any 
franchise to operate a public utility within the City of Dallas shall ever 
make any charge or fix any rate for public service to its patrons or ·the 
inhabitants of the City of Dallas without first being authorized by the 
City Council by an ordinance or order approving the same, and no 
public utility shall contest any rate or charge or order fixed by the 
City Council under the authority otherwise conferred in the Charter of 
the City, in any suit or cause of action in any Court until after such 
utility has filed a motion for a rehearing with the City Council specifically 
setting out the grounds of complaint against any such order or ordinance 
fixing any rate or charge and until the City Council shall have passed upon 
the said motion for rehearing, provided that if the Council has not acted 
within sixty (60) days, the motion shall be deemed overruled. 

Sec. 4. INVESTIGATIVE POWERS -- In order to ascertain the true amount 
of gross receipts, capital invested, property value, depreciation and expenses, 
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or any other fact connected with or relating to the business done by such 
franchise holder, the City Council shall have full power: 

(1) To examine, or cause to be examined, at any and all 
reasonable times, the books, papers and records of the franchise 
holder; 

(2) To take testimony and compel the attendance of witnesses 
and the production of books, papers and records and to examine 
witnesses under oath, under such rules and regulations as the City 
Council may adopt; 

(3) To examine the physical properties and facilities of the franchise 
holder at all reasonable times; 

(4) To declare the franchise or privilege enjoyed by the holder 
in default, annulled and terminated in the event the holder should 
unjustifiably refuse to permit the inspection of books, papers, records 
or properties, or if any officer, agent or employee of such franchise 
holder unjustifiably refuses to give testimony when requested by the 
City Council. 

Sec, 5. SERVICE WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION -- Every public service 
franchise holder shall furnish and provide equal and uniform service alike 
to all persons, firms and corporations in the City of Dallas. It shall be 
unlawful and a sufficient ground for forfeiture of any franchise for any 
such holder, after notice, to grant free service or furnish bette.r service, 
or to furnish service for a lower price or rate, conditions or quantity of 
service considered, to any person, firm or corporation, than to other per
sons, firms or corporations under like circumstances, or to otherwise 
discriminate in the manner of rates or service, except as may be provided 
by State law. Any such publ~c service franchise holder may, from time to 
time, with the consent and approval of the City Council, adopt the schedules 
governing rates, conditions or quantities of service considered, and allow 
the applicants to choose between alternative schedules. No such schedule 
shall be operative, nor shall service be furnished in accordance therewith, 
until filed with and approved by the City Council. 

Sec. 6. FORFEITURE OF FRANCHISE -- Upon proof being received by the 
City Council that the provisions of a franchise previously granted are being 
violatea, it shall at once cause an investigation to be made of the alleged 
violation. If the City Council is of the opinion that the provisions of 
the franchise are being violated, it shall instruct the City Attorney to 
take the necessary steps to secure compliance with the terms of the franchise. 
Should the franchise holder fail to comply, after notice, then the City 
Attorney may take the steps authorized by law including forfeiture of the 
same. 

Sec. 7. RATE HEARINGS -- The City Council shall provide for a fair 
hearing to any person, firm or corporation enjoying a public service 
franchise in the City of Dallas, prior to the change in the rates, rules or 
regulations applicable to such franchise. In fixing or changing the charges, 
rates, fares or compensation, or determining the'-reasonableness thereof, 
no stocks or bonds authorized or issued by any corporation, nor any indebted
ness created by any person, firm, association or corporation, enjoying a 
franchise, shall be considered unless upon proof that the stocks, bonds or 
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indebtedness shall have been actually issued for money paid and used in the 
reasonable development of the property of the franchise holder, for labor 
done or property actually received in accordance with the laws and Con
stitution of the State applicable thereto. No hearing shall be required 
for a reduction in rates unless requested in writing by an interested 
person, firm or organization. 

Sec. 8. ACQUISITION BY EMINENT DOMAIN -- The City shall have the 
power through eminent domain proceedings to acquire any public utility 
operating with or without a franchise and furnishing a public service to 
the citizens of Dallas. The procedure to be used in the acquisition of 
such property, shall be that as set forth in Article 3264 to Article 3271 
inclusive, Title 52, R~vised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas. In 
valuing the property, the measure of damages shall be the fair market value 
of the physical properties together with its franchise, if any, taken 
together as one system. This power shall be in addition to and cumulative 
of any other powers of acquisition granted to or reserved by the City in a 
franchise ordinance. 

Sec. 9. NO PUBLIC UTILITY PURCHASE WITHOUT VOTER APPROVAL -- Prior to 
the purchase of any existing franchised public utility system, either accor
ding to the terms of the franchise or by eminent domain, the City Council 
must submit the question of the purchase to the qualified voters of the City 
of Dallas, and the same must be approved by a majority of those voting in 
the election. 

Sec. 10. PRIVATE LICENSES -- The City Council shall have the power by 
ordinance to grant to any owner of property abutting upon the streets' or 
other property of the City, the use thereof or to go over or under the same 
in any manner which may be necessary or proper to the enjoyment of satd 
abutting property by the owner; provided, however, that such use be not 
inconsistent with, and does not unreasonably impair the public use to which 
said street or other public property may be dedicated, or the use being 
made of the same by a public service franchise holder from the City. 
The City Council shall fix the terms and conditions of any such grant and the 
time for which it shall exist. Whether expressed or not, the right is 
expressly reserved to the City, acting through the City Council, to terminate 
such license when deemed inconsistent with the public use of the property 
of the City and when the same may become a nuisance. 

Sec. 11. REVOCABLE LICENSE -- The City Council shall have the power 
to grant minor or temporary privileges in the streets, public ways and 
public places of the City by ordinance or resolution. Such permit shall be 
unconditionally revocable at the will of the City Council and shall not be 
deemed to be a franchise as used in this Charter. 
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CHAPTER XX 

DEPARTMENT OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

Sec. 1. DIRECTOR OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT -- There is hereby created 
a Department of Urban Development of the City of Dallas at the head of which 
shall be the Director of Urban Development. The Department shall be composed 
of the Director of Urban Development and such assistants and employees whose 
positions may be authorized by the Council, upon reconnnendation of the 
City Manager. 

Sec. 2. DUTIES OF THE DIRECTOR OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT -- The Director 
of Urban Development shall: 

(1) Advise the City Manager on any matter affecting urban 
design and the physical development of the City; 

(2) Formulate and recommend to the City Manager a compre
hensive plan and modifications thereto; 

(3) Review and make reconnnendations regarding proposed actions 
implementing the comprehensive plan; 

(4) Participate in the preparation and revision of the 
capital improvement program; 

(5) Administer rules and regulations governing the sub
division and platting of land, subject to applicable State laws and 
City regulations; 

(6) Perform all planning relating to urban redevelopment, 
urban rehabilitation and conservation intended to alleviate or 
prevent slums, obsolesceace, blight, or other conditions of urban 
deterioration; 

(7) Advise the Board of Adjustment in the exercise of its 
responsibilities and in connection therewith provide necessary 
staff assistance; 

(8) Advise and make recormnendations to the Zoning Commission 
and the Urban Development Commission in the exercise of their re
sponsibilities and in connection therewith provide necessary 
staff assistance; 

(9) Perform such other duties as may be required of him by 
the City Manager or by ordinance of the City Council. 

Sec. 3. COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING --

(1) Content: -- The Council may adopt, and may from time 
to time modify, a comprehensive plan setting forth in graphic 
and textual form, policies to govern the future physical develop
ment of the City. Such plan may cover the entire City and all 
of its functions and services or may consist of a combination o.f 
plans governing specific functions and services or specific geo
graphic areas which together cover the entire City and all of its 
functions and services. 
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(2) Adoption: -- Upon receipt from the City Manager of a proposed 
comprehensive plan or proposed modification of the existing plan, 
The Council shall hold a public hearing on the proposed compre
hensive plan or modification thereof and shall thereafter adopt 
it by resolution with or without amendment, or reject the same. 

(3) Effect: -- The comprehensive plan shall serve as a guide 
to all future Council action concerning land use and development 
regulations, urban conservation and rehabilitation programs and 
expenditures for capital improvements. 

Sec. 4. URBAN CONSERVATION AND REHABILITATION AND REDEVELOPMENT --· 
The Council may by ordinance provide for urban redevelopment, rehabilitation 
and conservation programs for: 

(1) The alleviation or prevention of slums, obsolescence, 
blight or other conditions of urban deterioration; and 

(2) The achievement of the most appropriate use of land. 

Sec. 5. ZONING COMMISSION -- The City Council shall appoint fifteen 
(15) qualified voters of the City of Dallas who shall constitute the Zoning 
Commission of the City of Dallas, and shall be the City Plan Commission as the 
same is referred to by State. statute for the approval of plats and sub
divisions. The members shall possess the same qualifications and be subject 
to the same disqualifications as provided by the Charter for members of the 
City Council, or Gene.ral Laws of the State of Texas. The City Council 
shall name one (1) of the members to be the Chairman and one (1) to be 
the Vice-Chairman. 

Sec. 6, DUTIES OF ZONING COMMISSION The Zoning Commission sh~ll: 

(1) Adopt, subject to approval of the City Council, such rules 
and regulations as they deem best to govern their actions, proceed
ings and deliberations, including the time and place of meeting; 

(2) Upon application m&de, advertise and hold public hearings 
on zoning or changes in zoning, and make recommendations thereon 
to the City Council; 

(3) Act as an advisory body to the City Council in relation to 
any changes in the boundaries of the various original districts and 
any changes in the Zoning Ordinances and Regulations to be enforced 
therein. Such recommendations shall be made after advertisement 
of and a public hearing held thereon. Notice of such public hearing 
shall be published at least one (1) time in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the City at least ten (10) days prior to the date 
of said hearing, or as otherwise provided by State law or this 
Charter. 

(4) Administer provisions of Article 974a of the Revised 
Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, as it now exists or as it may 
hereafter be amended, regarding the platting and recording of sub
divisions and additions, and in connection therewith, to require 
the owners and developers of land who desire to subdivide, plat 

-51-



or replat land for urban development, to provide for building· 
setback lines, to dedicate streets, alleys, parks, easements or other 
public places of adequate width and size; to coordinate street 
layouts and street planning with the City and with other munici
palities, and to coordinate the same with the County, State and 
Federally designated highways, as they may deem best in the interest 
of the general public. In connection with the planning and the 
platting of property, the Zoning Commission shall have the power 
to consider the character of development or land use contemplated 
by the proposed platting and the zoning of the property, and require 
off-street parking, streets and alleys of adequate width to be pro
vided for that purpose. 

(5) May make recommendations to the City Manager and the 
City Council on matters affecting the physical development of the 
City; 

(6) Shall advise and make recommendations on the compre
hensive plan and the implementation thereof as may be requested by 
the City Manager and the City Council; 

(7) Shall exercise all other responsibilities as may be pro
vided by law. 

Sec. 7. DEDICATION OF STREETS, ALLEYS AND PUBLIC PROPERTIES -- The 
action of the Zoning Commission in requiring the dedication of streets, 
alleys and public places shall not amount to an acceptance of said 
de<lication, nor estop the City Council to deny the same. Acceptance of 
all dedications shall be by_action of the City Council, or when the City 
Council shall have made actual appropriation of the same by entry, use or 
improvement. 

°Sec. 8. CITY URBAN DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION -- In addition to the 
Zoning Commission, the City Council may by ordinance provide for an Urban 
DevelopIJ1ent Commission. The ordinance creating the same shall state how 
the body shall be constituted, the qualifications of the men1bers and the 
duties of the same. 

Sec. 9. ALTERNATE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT -- In addition 
to the membership provided by State law to serve on the Board of Adjustment, 
the City Council may, if it so desires, appoint two (2) additional members 
who shall be designated as alternate members who shall serve on said Board 
at the designation of the City Manager in any case where any regular member 
of the Board of Adjustment is either absent or unable to serve in any 
particular case for any reason whatsoever so that all cases to be heard by 
the Board of Adjustment will always be heard by a minimum of five (5) 
members. These alternate members when appointed shall serve for the same 
period as the regular members and any vacancies shalJ be filled in the same 
manner. 
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CHAPTER XXI 

CIVIL SERVICE AND PERSONNEL 

Section 1. ORGANIZATION OF CIVIL SERVICE -- There is hereby created 
and established a Civil Service Board to be composed of five (5) members 
who shall be qualified taxpaying citizens of the City of Dallas. Biennially 
in August of each odd-numbered year, the City Council shall appoint the 
said members to serve for two (2) years and until their successors have 
been appointed and qualified and shall designate one (1) member as Chair
man. The members of the Civil Service Board shall not hold any other 
position under the City, County, or State government. The City Council may 
remove any member of the Board upon stating in writing the reasons for 
removal and allowing him an opportunity to be heard in his own defense. 
Any vacancies on the Board shall be filled by the City Council for the 
unexpired term. 

Sec. 2. OFFICERS OF CIVIL SERVICE BOARD -- Immediately after ap
pointment the Board shall organize by electing one (1) of the members 
Vice-Chairman. The Board shall also appoint a Secretary, who shall not 
be a member of the Board, and such assistants and employees to positions 
as the City Council may establish. 

Sec, 3. CIVIL SERVICE DIVIDED INTO CLASSIFIED AND UNCLASSIFIED 
SERVICE -- The Civil Service of the City is hereby divided into the 
"Unclassified" and "Classified" service, to-wi~: 

(1) The Unclassified Service shall include: 

(a) The heads of departments, assistant heads of 
departments, the administrative staffs of the heads of 
departments as designated by ordinances of the City 
Council; 

(b) City Auditor, City Secretary, Corporation 
Court Clerk, Secretary of the Civil Service Board; 

(c) Labor class which shall include all ordinary 
unskilled labor; 

(2) The Classified Service shall include all positions not 
exempted or otherwise designated according to the Charter. There 
shall be in the Classified Service two (2) classes to be known as 
the Competitive Class and the Non-Competitive Class, to-wit: 

(a) The Competitive Class shall include all positions 
and employment for which it is practical to determine the 
merit and fitness of the applicant by competitive examina
tion. 

(b) The Non-Competitive Class shall consist of all posi
tions requiring peculiar and exceptional qualifications of 
a scientific, managerial, professional or educational character, 
as may be. determined by the rules of the Board. 
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Sec. 4. CIVIL SERVICE BOARD TO ADOPT RULES AND REGULATIONS, SUBJECT 
TO THE APPROVAL OF THE CITY COUNCIL -- The Civil Service Board, subject to 
the approval of the City Council shall adopt, amend and enforce a Code of 
Rules and Regulations providing for appointment and employment in all positions 
in the Classified Service, which shail have the force and effect of law; also 
rµles regulating reduction of force of employees and in what order they shall 
be dismissed and reinstated; shall make investigation concerning the enforce
ment and effect of this section of the Charter and of the rules adopted 
under the powers herein granted. It shall make an annual report to the City 
Council at the end of each fiscal year, giving a complete statement of the 
Board's activities and containing such recotm:nendations with regard to im
proving the efficiency of the Civil Service as it may deem advisable. 

Sec. 5. LISTS OF ELIGIBLES TO BE PROVIDED AND MAINTAINED BY BOARD 
The Board shall provide for examination in accordance with its Code of Rules 
and Regulations, and maintain lists of eligibles to each class of the Service 
of those meeting the requirements of said regulations. Positions in the 
Classified Service shall be filled from such eligible lists upon requisition 
of the City Manager. 

Sec. 6. BOARD TO PROVIDE FOR PROMOTIONS IN THE CLASSIFIED SERVICE 
The Board shall provide for promotion to all positions in the Classified 
Service on the basis of merit and fitness demonstrated by examination or 
other appropriate evidence of competition and by records of merit, ef
ficiency, character, conduct and seniority. 

Sec. 7. BOARD TO FIX STANDARDS OF CONDUCT AND EFFICIENCY FOR OFFICERS 
AND EMPLOYEES -- It shall be the duty of the Board, in the Code of Rules 
and Regulations approved by the Council, to fix standards of conduct and 
efficiency for each grade in the Civil Service and establish rules and pro
cedures governing evaluatio~ of conduct and efficiency, and prescribe 
punishments for violations thereof. 

Sec. 8. INVESTIGATIONS -- POWER TO REQUIRE ATTENDANCE OF WITNESSES, 
ETC. -- In any investigations conducted by the Board, it shall have the 
power to subpeona and require the attendance of witnesses and the produc
tion thereby of books and papers pertinent to the investigation and to 
administer oaths to such witnesses. 

Sec. 9. DEPARTMENTS EXEMPTED FROM CIVIL SERVICE -- The Legal Depart
ment, City Manager's Office, the Library Department, the Park and Recreation 
Department, the Radio Department, the Transit System, Corporation Court Jud
ges, and the City Council office staff are exempted from the provisions 
applicable to the Civil Service. 

Sec. 10. PROBATIONARY PERIOD -- Appointments or promotions of city 
officers and employees in the Classified and Unclassified Service shall not 
be deemed complete until a period of six (6) months shall have elapsed. 
A probationer may be discharged or reduced at any time within said period 
by the City Manager, or the Head of the Department in which said probationer 
is employed. 
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Sec. 11. DISCHARGE OF EMPLOYEE AFTER PROBATION PERIOD -- Any Classi
fied or Unclassified officer or employee may be removed, laid off or reduced 
in grade by the City Manager, or the Head of the Department in which he is 
employed after the six (6) months' probationary period has expired; but, 
if requested by such officer or employee, it shall be the duty of the of
ficer discharging him to furnish him with a written statement of the reasons 
therefor and the said discharged or reduced officer or employee shall have 
the right to demand a public hearing upon said charges within a reasonable 
time thereafter before the Trial Board as hereinafter defined. 

Sec. 12. TRIAL BOARD -- There is hereby created for the purpose of 
hearing and determining charges made against any officer or employee of 
the City, Classified or Unclassified, a Board to be known and designated 
as the Trial Board, which shall be composed of two (2) members of the City 
Council selected by the Council, and a member of the Civil Service Board 
as designated by the Chairman. The said Board shall have final juris
diction to hear and decide all appeals made to them by any discharged, or 
reduced officer or employee and the judgment or decision of a majority of 
said Board shall be final. Any aggrieved officer or employee, who desires 
to avail himself of the right to appeal to said Board, must do so in 
writing within ten (10) days from the date of his notification of dis
missal or reduction. He may be represented by counsel and shall have 
the right to an open hearing and to compel the attendance of such witnesses 
as he may desire to testify in his behalf. The appeal of said Board shall 
not suspend the execution of the order of dismissal or reduction pending 
said hearing. The Trial Board may either sustain or reverse the action of 
the City Manager or the Head of the Department, as the case may be, or 
modify and amend the same as to them may seem just and equitable under all 
the facts and circumstances of the particular· case. 

Sec. 13. MERIT PRINCIPLE -- All appointm~nts and promotions of City 
Officers and employees, including Classified and Unclassified positi~ns and 
positions exempt from the Civil Service, shall be made solely on the basis 
of merit and fitness. 

Sec. 14. ADOPTION OF PERSONNEL SYSTEM -- The City Council shall pro
vide a System of Personnel Rules and Regulations for all employees,which 
shall include: 

for 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 

sick 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 

A description of employment positions; 
Methods of determining merit and fitness; 
Hours of work, attendance regulations, provisions 

leave and provisions for vacation leave; 
A plan of equitable pay scales; 
Policies regarding in-service training programs; 
Grievance procedures; and, 
Other conditions of employment. 
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Sec. 15. THREE OR MORE CITIZENS' RIGHT TO APPEAL TO CIVIL SERVICE 
BOARD FOR REMOVAL OR REDUCTION OF OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES IN THE CLASSIFIED 
SERVICE LIST ON ACCOUNT OF MISCONDUCT -- Three (3) or more citizens of this 
City shall have the right to prefer written charges of misconduct before the 
Civil Service Board against any officer or employee in the Classified Service 
list, The accused shall be given a reasonable notice to appear before the 
Board and explain such charges. If the Board is of the opinion that the 
said charges are meritorious, then it shall be the duty of the said Board to 
file charges as preferred against such officer or employee by the said citi
zens with the Trial Board; and, if demanded by the said citizens, a trial of 
the accused upon said charges shall be had, as in other cases of trials before 
said Board, and the judgment of the said Trial Board shall be final in all 
such matters. 

Sec. 16. NO APPOINTMENT OR REMOVAL ON ACCOUNT OF RACE, RELIGIOUS 
OR POLITICAL OPINIONS -- PROHIBITING POLITICAL ACTIVITY ON THE PART OF 
EMPLOYEES -- No person shall be appointed, reduced, removed, or in any way 
favored or discriminated against because cf race, political or religious 
opinions or affiliations. No officer or employee of the City shall, 
directly or indirectly, solicit or receive or be in any manner concerned 
in soliciting or receiving any assessment, subscription or contribution 
for any political party or for any political purpose whatsoever. No 
person shall take part in political management or affairs, or in political 
campaigns, further than to cast his vote or express privately his opinion. 
Any officer or employee may sign a petition, but may not circulate a peti
tion concerning the election or recall of a councilman or political officer 
or candidate. 

Sec. 17. FALSIFICATION OR PAYMENT FOR OFFICE PROHIBITED -- No person 
shall willfully make any false statement, certificate, mark, rating or report 
in regard to any test, certification or appointment under the personnel sys
tem oi Civil Service provisions of this Charter or the rules and regulations 
made thereunder, or in any manner commit or attempt to commit any fraud pre
venting ~he impartial execution of such provisions, rules and regulations. 
No person who seeks appointment or promotion with respect to any city posi
tion shall directly or indirectly give, render or pay any money, service or 
other valuable thing to any person for or in connection with his test, 
appointment, proposed appointment, promotion or proposed promotion. 

CHAPTER XXII 

PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT -- There is hereby created 
a Park and Recreation Department of the City of Dallas which shall be ad
ministered by the Park and Recreation Director under the supervision of 
the Park and Recreation Board as hereinafter set out. 
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Sec. 2. ORGANIZATION OF BOARD AND TERMS OF OFFICE OF MEMBERS -- The 
City Council shall appoint seven (7) qualified voters of the City who shall 
constitute the Park and Recreation Board of the City. The members shall 
possess the same qualifications and be subject to the same disqualifications 
as provided by the Charter for members of the City Council, or general laws 
of the State of Texas, and shall serve without compensation. 

All members of the Board shall be appointed by the Council as are 
other Boards and shall serve for like terms, as provided by this Charter. 
At its first meeting after officially taking office, the Board shall elect 
one (1) of its members as President of the Park and Recreation Board. 

Sec. 3. BOARD VACANCIES, HOW FILLED -- Any vacancy in the membership 
of said Board shall be filled by the City Council for the unexpired term 
of the member whose place has by removal or otherwise become vacant. 

Sec. 4. JURISDICTION OF THE PARK AND RECREATION BOARD -- SCOPE OF 
ACTIVITY -- The Park and Recreation Board shall have jurisdiction over the 
control, management and maintenance of the public parks of the City, with 
power to acquire, in the name of the City, land for park purposes, except 
as herein otherwise provided. The City Council must approve: 

(1) Any purchase of land; 
(2) Any contract that involves the expenditure of more 

than Two Thousand Dollars ($2000.00); and 
(3) Any lease or agreement with a term exceeding one (1) 

year or that involves a fee in excess of Two Thousand Dollars 
($2000.00) to be received in any one (1) year. 

Any purchase of supplies or contracts involving less than Two Thousand 
Dollars ($2000.00) shall be made in accordance with the rules and regu1ations 
adopted by the City Council, which shall at all times reserve unto the Park 
and Recreation Board the right to make emergency purchases not in excess of 
One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00). 

The Park and Recreation Board shall have the following general powers, 
duties and authority which shall be exercised and performed as herein pro
vided and in accordance with the Charter and general ordinances of the City, 
as follows: 

(1) To control and manage all property owned, or that may 
hereafter be acquired by the City for park purposes; all public 
properties, on which there is a joint use agreement with other 
public or private entities for recreational purposes; all public 
properties used jointly with other departments of the City for 
recreational purposes; and all other grounds and properties that 
may be assigned to them by the City Council for control, main
tenance or management; 
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(2) To manage, maintain and repair all buildings and equip
ment in the Park System; 

(3) To establish all rules and regulations for the protection 
of rights and property under the control of the said Board for use, 
care, maintenance and management of all parks and the activities 
conducted therein; 

(4) To conduct playgrounds and recreational facilities on the 
grounds and in the buildings in charge of the Board; to supervise 
and equip playgrounds and play fields and manage and direct the 
same; and provide such other means and methods of recreation as it 
may deem advisable; 

(5) To have authority to make such charges for such facilities 
of amusement, entertainment, refreshment or transporation of the public 
upon the Park properties, and to grant or lease concession rights within 
the parks on such terms and conditions as it shall deem proper; 

(6) To plant, set out, place, protect and care for flowers, 
vines, shrubs and trees to adorn and improve the public squares, 
grounds, boulevards, streets, avenues, parkways or other spaces 
within the City; 

(7) To provide for an animal zoo and to exercise supervision 
and control thereof; 

(8) To enforce all ordinances, rules and regulations governing 
parks and boulevards and such recreation centers, grounds and areas 
as have been or may hereafter be established, and to provide for the 
policing of same; 

(9) To take and hold by purchase, gift, devise, bequest or 
otherwise, such real and personal property as may be useful or 
needful in connection with park purposes and to administer the 
same according to the provisions of the instrument of conveyance; 

(10) In acquiring lands for the use of the Park System, to 
exercise the rights of ,condemnation available to the City and in 
the name of the City; 

(11) With the approval of the City Council, to sell and con
vey,or lease lands whenever required in the interest of the City; 

(12) To make all contracts necessary to carry out the objects 
and purposes of the Park System as herein provided, the same to be 
approved by the City Council as herein set out; 

(13) When deemed advisable, to provide for park and recreation 
facilities on all public lands adjacent and recreational activities 
conducted on, the municipal water reservoirs of the City, and to 
provide for the maintenance, control and policing of same where 
not otherwise provided for, whether located within or without the 
city limits of the City; 

(14) To enter into agreements with other Park or Recreation 
Departments of other municipalities, School Districts, the County 
or other governmental bodies, for joint administration and control 
and supervision of facilities jointly administered; 

(15) To contract for the use of Fair Park, acquired and now 
owned by the City, heretofore known as State Fair Grounds, or any 
portion of or addition thereto, for public affairs, public recrea
tion, sports events, or other public events when conducted thereon 
under the supervision of a regularly chartered Fair Association, or 
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its successors or other approved public, non-profit organization, 
and also to provide for public entertainments of all kinds that may 
be lawfully conducted upon the premises, and to charge admission fees 
therefor. All contracts and agreements heretofore made with the City 
in relation to said grounds shall be binding upon and shall be ob
served by, said Park and Recreation Board to provide for the direction 
and control by the Board of the improvement and maintenance of said 
grounds and appurtenances subject to existing and future contract 
rights; 

(16) To provide for, or to conduct public affairs, public 
recreation, sports events or other public events on any of the 
lands under the control and management of the Park and Recreation 
Board; 

(17) To maintain and manage any and all abandoned cemeteries 
as park properties when requested to do so by resolution of the City 
Council, and after funds are appropriated by the Council; 

(18) To contract with civic, historical, educational, improve
ment or other non-profit organizations whose main objective is the 
aesthetic, cultural, educational or scenic improvement of the com
munity. 

Sec. 5. APPOINTMENT OF EMPLOYEES -- RULES AND REGULATIONS OF 
GOVERNMENT OF SAME -- The Park and Recreation Department shall be composed 
of a Director and the positions of assistants and such other employees as 
the Council may provide upon the reconnnendation of the Park and Recreation 
Board. The compensation to be paid to the employees of this Department and 
the personnel rules and regulations to be followed shall be those established 
by the City Council in conformity with standard ~chedules of compensation 
and personnel policies for all City employees. 

Sec. 6. POLICE AUTHORITY The Park and Recreation Board may selE}ct 
such security personnel as it may deem necessary to protect the parks and 
property administered by the Park and Recreation Board, either within or 
without the city limits. Such security personnel shall be conunissioned as 
policemen, after clearance as to qualifications, by proper municipal authori
ties at the request of said Board. Such persons shall be under the control 
of the Park and Recreation Board and their compensation shall be fixed by 
said Board. They shall be subject to removal or dismissal at the pleasure, 
and without cause, by said Board. None of these provisions, however, shall 
be deemed to limit in any manner the authority of the Police Department of 
the City, or other peace officers, but shall be cumulative thereof. 

Sec. 7. CONFLICTS BETWEEN PARK AND RECREATION BOARD AND OTHER BOARDS 
TO BE DETERMINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL -- In the event of any conflict of 
jurisdiction arising between the Park Department and any other department 
of the City, or in regard to any administrative detail thereof, the same 
shall be referred to the City Council and its decision thereon shall be 
final. 
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Sec. 8, REPORTS -- The Park and Recreation Board shall render to the 
City Council such reports as may be required by the City Council. 

Sec, 9. DISBURSEMENTS OF FUNDS -- All ad valorern tax funds and other 
funds appropriated by the City Council for park purposes, and all sums 
received from other sources for park purposes, shall be held by the City 
Treasurer subject to the order and disbursement of the Park and Recreation 
Board, and shall be paid out upon warrants issued by the Park and Recreation 
Board signed by either the President of said Board or the individual desig
nated by said Board; and countersigned by the City Audi to£. 

Sec. 10. TITLES AND SIGNATURES -- All property purchased, acquired or 
given to the City, shall be taken in the name of the City, and if given, 
deeded or devised to the Park and Recreation Department of the City, or to 
the Park and Recreation Board of the City, shall be deemed to be the pro
perty of the City to be used for park purposes. All deeds, leases, con
veyances and contracts on behalf of the Park and Recreation Board of the 
City shall be signed by the President of the Park and Recreation Board and 
attested by its Secretary, in addition to the signatures necessary on behalf 
of the City as herein otherwise provided. 

CHAPTER XXIII 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

Section 1. COUNCIL ACTION -- The City Council shall evidence its 
official actions by written ordinances, resolutions or oral motion. The 
use of one method or the other shall not affect the validity of the action, 
except in those instances -where one or the other is required by State law 
or this Charter. 

S~c. 2. STYLE OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS -- The style of all ordi
nances shall be: "Be It Ordained By The City Council Of The City Of Dallas", 
and the style of all resolutions shall be: "Be It Resolved By The City 
Council Of The.City Of Dallas". In each case words of like import may be 
used, but such caption may be omitted when said ordinances are published 
in book form, or are revised and digested under the order of the Council. 

Sec. 3. PASSAGE -- All ordinances and resolutions of the City Council, 
unless otherwise provided by State law, this Charter, or the ordinance itself, 
shall be final on the passage or adoption by the required majority pursuant 
to one motion duly made, seconded and passed. Where the State law or this 
Charter provides for a different procedure before the action of the Council 
may become final, then in that event, the Council shall follow the procedure 
required. 

Sec. 4. RECORDING VOTE -- The ayes and noes shall be taken upon the 
passage of any ordinance, resolution or motion and entered upon the minutes 
of the proceedings of the Council. Every ordinance, resolution or motion 
shall require on final passage the affirmative vote of a majority of the 
members present unless more is required by State law or this Charter. 
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Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE -- All ordinances and resolutions passed by the 
City Council shall become effective immediately from and after final publi
cation, except in the following instances: 

(1) Where the State law or other provisions of this Charter 
provide otherwise, in which case the effective date shall be the 
earliest time therein prescribed; 

(2) Where the ordinance or resolution prescribes a 
different effective date; 

(3) Where an ordinance or resolution is adopted under the 
initiative and referendum provisions of this Charter, in which 
case the effective date thereof shall be immediately after the 
canvass of the election. 

Sec. 6. ENROLLMENT -- Each ordinance, resolution and motion passed 
by the City Council shall be enrolled by the City Secretary within five (5) 
days after its passage, or as soon thereafter as practicable. It shall then 
be carefully compared with the original and all amendments, if any, by the 
City Attorney. If errors exist therein, they shall be corrected. If found 
correct, or after the correction of errors, if any exist, the City Attorney 
shall indorse on the margin thereof the words "Correctly Enrolled" and give 
the date thereof and subscribe his name thereto. 

Sec. 7. PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCES -- The descriptive caption or title 
of each ordinance stating in aummary the purpose of the ordinance and the 
penalty for violation thereof, shall be published at least once in the of
ficial newspaper of the City, unless otherwise provided by State law or this 
Charter, in which event the specific provisions shall be followed. 

Sec. 8, CODIFICATION OF ORDINANCES -- The City Council shall have power 
to cause the ordinances of the City to be printed in code form, and ~hall have 
the same arranged and digested as often as the Council may deem advisable; 
however, failure to print the ordinances as herein provided shall not affect 
the validity of the same. 

Sec. 9. HOW PLEAD -- In all judicial proceedings, it shall be_ sufficient 
to plead any ordinance by caption, or by the number of sections therof wanted, 
and it shall not be necessary to plead the entire ordinance or section. All 
ordinances of the City when printed and published and bearing on the title 
page thereof "Ordained and published by the City Council of the City of 
Dallas," or words of like import, shall be prima facie evidence of their 
authenticity and shall be admitted and received in all the Courts and places 
without further proof. 

Sec. 10. APPROVAL OF MAYOR NOT NECESSARY -- The approval or signature 
of the Mayor shall not be necessary to make an ordinance or resolution valid. 

Sec. 11. INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM OF ORDINANCES -- Any proposed 
ordinance may be submitted to the City Council in the form in which the 
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petitioner desires the same to be passed, by a petition filed with the 
City Secretary in the following manner: 

(1) A committee of at least five (5) persons shall make 
application to the City Secretary and file an intention to 
circulate a petition, giving the date and the proposed ordinance 
to be circulated. Unless the final petition, with the required 
number of signatures is returned within sixty (60) days from 
this date, it shall not be received for any purpose. 

(2) The petition must contain the names of a number of 
qualified voters in the City equal to fifteen percent (15%) of 
the qualified voters of the City of Dallas as appears from the 
County Tax Collector's Voter Registration List for the year 
ending January 31st next preceding; 

(3) Each name on such petition shall be printed or typed, 
with signatures, and each peti.tioner shall print or type his or 
her complete street address along with his or her voting regis
tration certificate number issued by the County Tax Assessor and 
Collector for the current voting year; 

(4) The pages of the petition must be consecutively numbered; 
(5) One (1) of the signers of each petition shall make oath 

before an officer competent to administer oaths, that the statements 
therein made are true and that each signature to the petition is a 
genuine signature of the person whose name purports to be there
unto subscribed. 

Sec. 12. CITY SECRETARY TO EXAMINE PETITION -- AMENDMENT -- Within 
ten (10) days fram the date of filing such petition, the City Secretary 
shall examine and ascertain whether or not said petition is signed by the 
requisite number of qualifie9 electors, and he shall attach to said petition 
his certificate showing the result of such examination. If by the Secretary's 
certificate the petition is shown to be insufficient, it may be amended within 
ten (10) days from date of said certificate. The Secretary shall, within ten 
(10) days after such amendment, make like examination of the amended petition, 
and if his certificate shall show the same to be insufficient, it shall be 
returned to the person filing the same, without prejudice, however, to the 
filing of a new petition to the same effect. If the petition shall be found 
to be sufficient, the Secretary shall submit the same to the City Council of 
the City without delay. 

Sec. 13. CITY COUNCIL EITHER TO PASS ORDINANCE OR CALL ELECTION -
If the petition properly signed, is presented to the City Council, the 
Council shall either: 

(1) Pass said ordinance without alteration within twenty 
(20) days after the attachment of the Secretary's certificate of 
sufficiency to the accompanying petition (subject to referendary 
vote under provisions of this Charter); or 

(2) Forthwith the Secretary shall attach to the petition 
accompanying such ordinance his certificate of sufficiency, the 
City Council of the City shall proceed to call a special election, 
at which said ordinance, without alteration, shall be submitted 
to a vote of the people. 
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Sec. 14. BALLOTS -- ONE OR MORE ORDINANCES MAY BE VOTED -- PROVISION 
FOR REPEAL -- The ballots used when voting upon said ordinance shall be in 
a manner so as to apprise the voters of the nature of the proposed ordinance 
and contain two (2) propositions so that they may vote either "for" or 
"against" the propositions indicating their preference on the ordinance. 
If a majority of the qualified electors voting on sa:i.d proposed ordinance 
shall vote in favor thereof, such ordinance shall thereupon become a valid 
and binding ordinance of the City, and any ordinance proposed by petition, 
or which shall be adopted by a vote of the people, cannot be repealed or 
amended except by a vote of the people. 

Any number of proposed ordinances may be voted upon at the same election, 
in accordance with the provisions of this section of the Charter, but more 
than one special election shall not be held in any period of six (6) months. 

The City Council may submit a proposition for the repeal of any such 
ordinance or for amendments thereto, to be voted upon at any succeeding 
General City Election, and should such proposition so submitted receive a 
majority of the votes cast thereon at such election, such ordinance shall 
be repealed or amended accordingly. 

Sec. 15. PROMULGATION OF ORDINANCES BEFORE ELECTION -- Whenever any 
ordinance or proposition is required by the Charter to be submitted to the 
voters of the City at any election, the City Secretary shall cause the 
ordinance or proposition to be printed in the official newspaper of the City 
and published once at least ten (10) days prior-to election. 

Sec. 16. ADOPTION OF CODES -- The City Council may adopt technical 
codes, manuals or other recognized standards by reference, so long as ~he 
same, with any amendments, are on file with the City Secretary. When so 
adopted they shall be considered the same as though fully set out in the 
ordinance adopting the same. 

CHAPTER XXIV 

ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF TAXES 

Section 1. PROPERTY SUBJECT TO TAXATION -- All property, real, 
personal or mixed, lying and being within the corporate limits of the 
City on the first day of January, shall be subject to taxation, excepting 
such property as may be exempt from taxation under the Constitution, and 
the laws of the State of Texas. It shall be the duty of the Director of 
Revenue and Taxation, between the first day of January and the first day 
of July of each year, to make and return to the City Council a full and 
complete list and assessment of all property, both real and personal, 
held, owned or situated in the City on the first day of January of each 
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year and not exempt from municipal taxation, and also a list of all banks, 
and other corporations whose capital stock is liable to taxation, with 
the cash value of the shares of stock of each such bank and other cor
porations and the names of the owners. 

Sec. 2. LEVY AND COLLECTION -- The City Council shall have full 
power to provide by ordinance for the prompt collection of taxes assessed, 
levied and imposed under the Charter, and is hereby authorized to enforce 
the collection of same against all property subject to taxation and the 
owners thereof as provided by law. Unless otherwise provided by ordinance 
and the Charter, all property in the City liable to taxation shall be 
assessed in accordance with the provisions of the general laws of the 
State insofar as applicable. 

Sec. 3. TAX LISTS -- ASSESSMENTS -- The Council shall have 
power by ordinance to regulate the manner and mode of making out tax 
lists, inventories and appraisements of property herein, and to prescribe 
the oath that shall be administered to each person on rendition of his 
property and prescribe how, when and where property shall be rendered, 
and to prescribe the number and form of assessment rolls and fix the duties 
and define the powers of the Director of Revenue and Taxation and adopt 
such measures as the City Council may deem advisable to secure the assess
ment of all property within the City limits, and collect the tax thereupon, 
and may provide a fine for all persons neglecting, failing or refusing to 
render their property for taxation. 

Sec. 4. NOTICE TO RENDER -- The Director of Revenue and Taxation shall, 
at least ten (10) days before the first day of January of each year, give 
public notice by advertisement in the official newspaper that all persons 
owning or controlling, as agent or otherwise, any personal property or 
real estate subject to municipal taxation, are required to render same 
for taxation on or before the first day of April of each year. All mer
chants doing business in the City are required within the same time to 
furnish-the Director of Revenue and Taxation a true statement, verified 
by affidavit, of all goods, wares and merchandise owned or kept on hand 
by such merchant on the first day of January. Any merchant failing to 
comply with this requirement shall be liable to such fine as may be 
imposed by ordinance. 

Sec. 5. SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT -- If the Director of Revenue and 
Taxation shall discover any real or personal property which was subject to 
taxation for any previous year, and which from any cause has escaped tax
ation for that year, he shall assess the same in a supplement to his next 
assessment roll at the same rate under which such property should have been 
assessed for such year, stating the year, and the taxes thereon shall be 
collected the same as other assessments; provided, that such supplement 
roll may be made at any time and reported to the City Council for its 
approval, and any number of such rolls may be made that may be necessary. 
The taxes assessed in such supplement rolls for years previous to the 
approval of such rolls shall be due at once upon the approval of such 
rolls by the City Council and such taxes may bear interest at the rate of 
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six percent (6%) per annum from the date on which the same would have been 
delinquent if levied and assessed, and if the same shall not be paid within 
thirty (30) days after the date of such approval, the Director of Revenue 
and Taxation shall proceed to collect the same as provided by this Charter 
and applicable State law. Provided, that a misnomer of or failure to name 
the owner in the assessment rolls shall not affect the validity of the 
assessment of any taxes; and provided, further, that when such taxes have 
not been attempted to be assessed for such previous year, such taxes 
shall bear interest only from date of the approval of the supplemental rolls. 
The Director of Revenue and Taxation may in any year reassess property 
which, because of irregularity in the assessment of any previous year, may 
have been improperly assessed; such reassessment shall be at the value at 
which it should have been assessed in any such year, and property owners 
of such property shall take notice of such reassessment, if made prior to 
the first of April in any year, but if made after such date, notice shall 
be given by the Director of Revenue and Taxation of the raising of an 
assessment. Any property owner whose property has been reassessed may 
appeal to the Board of Equalization as in case of an original assessment. 

Sec. 6. FRANCHISES -- TAXATION OF -- All rights, privileges and 
franchises heretofore or hereafter granted to and held by any person, firm 
or corporation, in the streets, alleys, highways or public grounds or 
places in the City, shall be subject to taxation by the City separately 
from and in addition to the other assets of such person, firm or corporation 
and the City Council may require the rendition and assessment thereof 
accordingly. 

Sec. 7. ASSESSMENT -- The Director of Revenue and Taxation shall 
assess all property which for any cause has not been rendered, placing such 
valuation thereon as he may deem just. If the °"'mers of such property are 
unknown, such assessment may be made in the name "unknown". 

Sec. 8. IRREGULARITY SHALL NOT INVALIDATE -- No irregularity !n the 
time or manner of making or returning the City assessment rolls or the 
approval of such rolls shall invalidate any assessment. 

Sec. 9. RENDITION -- All property, real and personal, shall be 
rendered for taxation by the owner thereof or his agent, as provided by 
the laws of the State for the rendition of property for assessment by 
the County, insofar as applicable; provided, however, that in making such 
renditions, the owner or agent shall not be required to state the value 
of the real property, but shall furnish to the Director of Revenue and 
Taxation, verified by the oath of the party making such rendition, a full 
and complete list and schedule of all property, real and personal, 
belonging to the person, firm or corporation, in whose name such property 
is rendered. It shall be the duty of the Director of Revenue and Taxation 
to value each and every item of the property so rendered in accordance with 
the fair market price thereof upon a basis of valuation to be applied alike 
to all taxpayers, and to transmit to the City Council all renditions thus 
made together with a statement by him, verified by his oath, to the effect 
that he has truly, fairly and equally valued all such property, 
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Sec. 10. BOARD OF EQUALIZATION -- The City Council shall each year 
prior to the first day of June appoint a Board of Equalization, to be com
posed of three (3) members who may or may not be members of the City 
Council, and who are taxpaying citizens, well acquainted with real estate 
values, one of whom shall be designated as Chairman of the said Board. The 
BQard shall convene as nearly as practicable on the 15th day of June and 
continue its labors until its said work is completed, but not to continue 
longer than the 15th day of July following. It shall be the duty of the 
City Council, as soon as the assessment rolls are completed, to refer the 
same to the Board of Equalization, whose duty it shall be to equalize the 
taxes assessed on said rolls and to make all necessary correction and 
adjustment to that end; and, in addition, it shall perform the same duties 
as the County Commissioners' Courts of this State in regard to the 
assessment of property for taxation and the equalization thereof, and shall 
be governed in its procedure and acts in this respect as now provided by 
the laws of this State relating to the equalization of State and County 
taxes by said Commissioners' Court. In addition to the foregoing, the 
said Board shall have the power, when sitting, to compel the production 
of all books, documents, stocks, bonds and other papers pertinent 
to the investigation to be produced before it in the investigation of the 
taxable values of any person or persons, firm or corporation having or owning 
property within the corporate limits of the City subje~t to taxation. 
Said Board shall have full power to correct any mistake or injustice or 
inequality in the assessment of property, the rendition of same, or in the 
payment of taxes, and make redress therefor; and the said Board may add 
to the rolls any property omitted therefrom, either for the current year 
or for previous years, and lawfully taxable within said City. A majority 
of the said Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi
ness~ The City Secretary or his assistant shall be ex-officio the clerk 
of said Board. Members of the Board, while serving, shall receive such 
compensation as may be prQvided for them by the City Council. Immediately 
upon completion of its work the Board shall certify its approval of the 
assessment rolls, which shall be returned to the City Council, which shall 
thereupon either approve the said rolls as returned to them or make such 
corrections and changes therein as it may deem advisable, and levy taxes 
for the current year. 

The City Council may, at the same time, appoint two (2) alternate 
members with the same qualifications as the members, to serve in the 
absence or disability of a regular member. 

Sec. 11. BOARD OF EQUALIZATION -- APPEALS TO BY OWNERS -- PRO
CEDURE -- Any person aggrieved by reason of any act of the Director of 
Revenue and Taxation in making up the assessments, or in the valuation of 
property for taxing purposes, shall be entitled to make complaint to the 
Board of Equalization and to appeal to said Board for revision and cor
rection of the matter upon which said complaint is based. The Board 
shall hear and examine such complaint or appeal and may examine the 
complainant, his agent or attorney, and all other persons who may shed 
light on said controversy on oath touching the matter complained of and 
may compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of books and 
papers necessary to enlighten the Board and elucidate the controversy. 
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Sec. 12. NOTICE OF INCREASED ASSESSMENT -- If the Director of 
Revenue and Taxation or the Board of Equalization proposes to increase 
any assessment over the amount assessed in the preceding year, notice 
shall be issued to such property owner stating the fact that the assessment 
of the owner's property is about to be increased, without specifically 
designating the particular property or the amount to be increased, and 
be addressed to the owner, agent or representative thereof and mailed 
at the post office in the City of Dallas, and further notice shall be 
given by publication for one (1) day in the official newspaper, which notice 
shall state the name or names of the owner or owners whose property as
sessments are to be increased; provided that when the owner of the property 
is unknown it shall be sufficient to give a general description of the 
property, and the newspaper notice shall be the only notice required. The 
City Secretary shall be ex-officio secretary of the Board of Equalization 
and he shall give notice by publication in the official newspaper for three 
(3) consecutive days advising all taxpayers that the Board of Equaliza-
tion will convene on a certain day for the transaction of business and 
adjourn on a certain day, and that all parties interested in the work of 
said Board shall repair to the office of the Director of Revenue and 
Taxation without delay and inform themselves of the determinations of said 
Board and, if dissatisfied therewith, to bring the matter to the attention 
of the Board before its final adjournment. 

Substantial compliance with the provisions of this section with 
reference to notice shall be sufficient, and no assessment shall be in
validated by reason of failure to comply with this section of the Charter. 

Sec. 13. TAX LIST -- As soon as practi~able after the tax rolls shall 
have been revised and finally adopted, the Director of Revenue and-Taxation 
shall prepare an alphabetical list of the real property taxpayers and 
an alphabetical list of the personal property" taxpayers of the City, to
gether with the total amount of property assessed against each, which 
lists shall be preserved in his office and shall be accessible to the 
public. 

Sec. 14. TAX LIEN -- LIABILITY FOR TAXES -- A lien is hereby created 
on all property, personal and real, in favor of the City of Dallas, for 
all taxes, ad valorem, occupation or otherwise. Said lien shall exist 
from January 1st in each year until the taxes are paid. Such lien shall 
be prior to all other claims, and no gift, sale, assignment or transfer of 
any kind, or judicial writ of any kind, can ever defeat such lien, but the 
Director of Revenue and Taxation may pursue such property, and whenever 
found may seize and sell enough thereof to satisfy such taxes. 

In the event that personal property of the taxpayer is delivered into 
the actual or constructive possession of a receiver, trustee, or other 
person because of insolvency, bankruptcy, receivership or otherwise, between 
January 1st and the date that the taxes are actually levied, then and in that 
event the amount of the taxes due shall be the same as was levied for the 
prior year for the same property and shall be secured by a lien in that 
amount. 

All persons or corporations owning or holding personal property or 
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real estate in the City on the first day of January of each year shall be 
liable for all municipal taxes levied thereon for such year. 

The personal property of all persons owing any taxes to the City is 
hereby made liable for all of said taxes, whether the same be due upon 
personal or real property, or upon both. 

Sec. 15. SEIZURE TO PREVENT REMOVAL -- If anyone against whom a 
personal tax is assessed, and which is due and unpaid, whether the same 
be delinquent or not, shall have removed out of the City, or shall be 
about to remove out of the City, or shall have removed or about to remove 
his personal property out of the City, it shall be the duty of the Director 
of Revenue and Taxation to proceed at once and collect such taxes by 
seizure and sale of any personal property of such person to be found in the 
City, or anywhere in the State of Texas. 

Sec. 16. PLACE OF PAYMENT -- DEMANp UNNECESSARY -- All taxes shall 
be payable at the office of the Director of Revenue and Taxation, Dallas, 
Dallas County, Texas. No demand for such taxes shall be necessary but it 
is made the duty of the taxpayer to make payment of such taxes in cash 
within the time specified. 

Sec. 17. TAX TITLE TO PERSONALTY -- A sale of personal property for 
delinquent taxes shall convey with it an absolute title, and the owner shall 
have no right to redeem the same. 

Sec. 18. CITY MAY PURCHASE -- The City shall have the right to become 
a purchaser of property at tax sales, and the City Manager or the person 
design~ted by him, may attend such sales and bid on behalf of the City. 

Sec. 19. REDEMPTION BY OWNER -- VESTING TITLE -- The owner or real 
estata sold for the payment of taxes, or his heirs or assigns or legal repre
sentatives, may redeem the same within two (2) years from the date of the 
filing for record of the deed as provided by State law. If the real prop
erty is hot redeemed within the time as herein provided, then the title 
shall become absolute in the purchaser. 

Sec. 20. AMENDMENT OF PROPERTY DESCRIPTION -- In any suit by the City 
for the collection of any delinquent tax where it shall appear that the 
description of any property in the City assessment rolls shall be insuf
ficient to identify such property, the City shall have the right to set up 
in its pleading a good description of the property intended to be assessed, 
and to prove the same, and to have its judgment foreclosing its tax lien upon 
the same, and personal judgment against the owner, for such taxes, the 
same as if the property were fully described upon the assessment rolls. 

Sec. 21. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION BY OWNER BINDING -- When the owner of 
any property, or his agent shall render any property to the Director of 
Revenue and Taxation for assessment, and such property is assessed in 
accordance with the description furnished by such owner or his agent, the 
sufficiency of such description shall not be disputed by such owner in any 
action or suit for the collection of such taxes, but the same shall be 
binding upon such owner, and shall be sufficient for all purposes of such 
assessment. 
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Sec. 22. PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE OF TAX LEVY AND ASSESSMENT ---The pro
visions herein for the collection of truces shall not be construed to prevent 
the City from filing suit in any court of competent jurisdiction for the 
collection of any taxes due on real estate, as well as personal property, and 
for the enforcement of levies for such taxes; and the assessment rolls 
shall be prima facie evidence of the facts stated in said rolls and that all 
taxes assessed on such rolls have been regularly levied and assessed in 
accordance with the provisions of this Charter and the State law; and no 
irregularity in the manner of levying or assessing taxes shall invalidate 
the same unless it appears from affirmative proof that such irregularity 
operated injuriously to the taxpayer attempting to avoid the payment of such 
tax. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the City Council 
from hearing all complaints as to erroneous and unjust assessments and 
making such adjustments with reference thereto as the City Council may 
deem just. 

Sec. 23. CONSTITUTIONAL LIMIT ADOPTED -- The City Council shall have the 
power to levy, for general purposes, an annual ad valorem tax on all real, 
personal and mixed property within the territorial limits of the City, not 
exempt from taxation by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, 
based upon its true full value in money as provided by law, to the extent of 
the Constitutional limit permitted by the State of Texas. 

Sec. 24. DELINQUENT TAXES -- The taxes herein and hereby authorized to 
be levied shall become due and payable as follows: 

(1) The first installment in an amount equal to fifty percent 
(50%) of the total sum of the taxes due for the current year, shall be 
due and payable on the first day of October of the current year; 

(2) The second installment in an amount equal to the remaining 
fifty percent (50%) of the total sum of the taxes due and payable 
for the current year, shall be due and payable on the first day of 
March of the next ensuing year. 

No demand for such taxes shall be necessary in order to insure br en
force their collection. It is the duty of the taxpayer to make payment of 
such taxes in cash as herein provided, and upon failure to do so, he shall be 
subject to the penalties as in this Charter provided. 

Sec. 25. PENALTY --

(1) If any person shall pay, on or before November 30th of the 
year for which his assessment is made, one-half (1/2) of the taxes 
imposed by law on him or his property, then he shall have until and 
including the 30th day of the next succeeding April in which to pay the 
other one-half (1/2) of his said taxes without penalty or interest thereon. 

If any person fails to pay one-half of the taxes imposed by 
law upon him or his property, on or before the 30th of November of the 
year for which the assessment is made, then unless he pays all of the 
taxes (imposed by law on him or his property, with each piece of 
property and the levy upon the same being treated separately) on or 
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before the 31st day of the succeeding January, the penalty shall be 
payable thereon, to-wit: 

During the month of February - two percent (2%) 
During the month of March - four percent (4%) 
During the month of April - six percent (6%) 
During the month of May - eight percent (8%) 
During the month of June - ten percent (10%) 

(2) Should any taxpayer pay the first installment of his taxes 
as hereinabove provided, and permit the second installment of his taxes 
to become delinquent, by failure or refusal to pay the same on or before 
the first day of May of the next ensuing year, then a ten percent (10%) 
penalty shall immediately attach to the second installment of delinquent 
taxes. 

(3) All delinquent taxes shall bear interest at the rate of six 
percent (6%) per annum from the original delinquent date, in addition to 
the penalties as hereinabove specified. Such penalties and interest shall 
be an obligation of the taxpayer and be secured by the same lien and 
collected in the same manner as the taxes. 

(4) In addition to the penalties and interest above prescribed, 
such delinquent taxpayers shall be subject to the payment of all costs 
and expenses that may be incurred in the advertisement of such delinquent 
property and the collection of such taxes through any method prescribed 
by this charter and any of the statutes or laws of the State of Texas. 

Sec. 26. STATE LAW ON ASSESSMENT APPLICABLE -- Unless otherwise provided 
by this Charter Amendment and by ordinances passed thereunder, all property 
in such City liable to taxation shall be assessed in accordance with the 
provisions of general laws of the State, insofar as applicable. 

S~c. 27. ASSESSMENT 0¥ PROPERTY -- JOINT, COMMON AND CONFLICTING 
INTERESTS IN REAL ESTATE -- SEPARATE ASSESSMENT OF -- The Director of 
Revenue and Taxation shall not be required to make separate assessments 
of individual, joint, common or conflicting i~terest in any real estate, 
but the owner of such interest may furnish to said Director of Revenue 
and Taxation at any time before the 1st day of May of each year, and not 
thereafter, a written description of any parcel of land in which he has 
an interest less than the whole, showing the amount of his interest therein, 
and the said Director of Revenue and Taxation may thereupon assess such 
interest as a separate parcel and the remaining interest as a different 
parcel and proceed to fix the value of each. 

Sec. 28. COLLECTION OF TAXES ON UNDIVIDED INTEREST -- The Director 
of Revenue and Taxation may receive the taxes on parts of any lots or par
cels of real property or on an undivided interest therein, but no such taxes 
shall be received until the person tendering the same shall have furnished 
the said Director of Revenue and Taxation a particular description of the 
particular part of interest or which payment is tendered, and the Director 
of Revenue and Taxation shall enter such specification in the name of the 
person paying and at the proper place in the assessment books, so that the 
part or interest on which payment has been made and the part or interest on 
which taxes remain unpaid may clearly appear. 
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Sec. 29. GENERAL STATE LAWS ADOPTED -- In addition to the powers 
herein conferred with reference to the assessment and collection of taxes, 
the City of Dallas shall have and may exercise all powers and authority 
now conferred or that may hereinafter be conferred upon cities by the 
general laws of the State of Texas. 

CHAPTER XXV 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS 

Section 1. STATE LAW ADOPTED -- All of the powers conferred by the 
Act of the First Called Session of the Fortieth Legislature authorizing 
cities to improve streets and alleys and make assessments for same, known 
as Chapter 106 of said Session Laws, and being presently Article 1105b of 
the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, as amended or as may 
hereafter be amended, are hereby adopted as the methods and procedures to 
be used under street and sidewalk improvements and assessments in the City 
of Dallas. In addition to the methods and procedures set out in that Act, 
the City Council shall have the option, as an alternative, to use any of 
the methods and procedures as set forth in this Chapter. 

Sec. 2. IMPROVEMENT ORDERED BY RESOLUTION -- The City Council shall 
have power by resolution, to order the making of the public improvements 
mentioned in this Chapter, or any of them, and the passage of such resolution 
shall be conclusive of the public necessity and benefits thereof. No 
notice of such action by the City Council shall be required to make it valid. 
Such resolution shall, in general terms, set forth the nature and extent of 
the improvements to be made, the section or sections of any highway or 
highways to be improved, and whether or not assessments are to be made 
for such improvements. It shall be the duty of·the City Secretary inunediately 
upon the pas'sage of such resolution, to furnish a copy of the same to- the 
County Clerk of Dallas County, Texas, as provided in Article 1220a of the 
Revised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, as amended or as may pereafter 
be amended, to be filed as therein provided. In addition he shall furnish a 
copy of the same to the Director of Revenue and Taxation, who shall indicate 
upon any tax statement thereafter issued by him covering property abutting 
upon that part of the highway or highways to be improved that said proceeding 
is pending. Any failure upon the part of the City Secretary to furnish a 
copy of such resolution to the Director ;f Revenue and Taxation or any failure 
upon the part of the Director of Revenue and Taxation to indicate the pendence 
of such proceeding upon tax statements issued by him, shall, however, not affect 
the validity of the proceeding hereunder, nor of any assessment thereafter levied 
in pursuance to the provisions of this Chapter. 

Sec. 3. PROPERTY MAY BE OMITTED -- When the City Council shall have 
reason to believe that the owner or owners of any property may successfully 
claim the same as exempted from the enforcement of a lien, said City Council 
may order that the improvement shall not be made in front of, or abutting on, 
said property unless the owner or owners shall fi.rst make satisfactory provision 
for, or satisfactorily secure, the payment of the amount of the costs which would 
be assessed against id property except for such exemption. In any case where 
the cost, or any part thereof, is to be paid by such property owners or 
assessed against their property and the contractor to whom their work is 
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let is required to look primarily or wholly to such property or owners 
thereof for payment of the proportion of the cost of such improvement 
assessed against them, and the City is relieved from the payment of such 
proportion of the cost, such contractor shall not be obliged to make such 
improvement in front of any property which is exempt from the enforcement 
of a lien for such improvement, but may omit the construction thereof. 

Sec. 4. MAY IMPROVE ONE SIDE OF HIGHWAY -- Subject to the provisions 
hereof the City Council may order improvements to be made on only one side 
of a highway or highways, or section or portion thereof, and may assess the 
cost or a portion thereof against the property and owners of property abutting 
on said side of said highway or highways or section or portion thereof. 

Sec. 5. ASSESSMENT CERTIFICATES -- The City Council may provide that 
for that part of the cost which may be assessed against abutting property 
and its owners, the contractor to whom the work may be let shall look only 
to such property owners and their property, and that the City shall be re
lieved of liability for such portion of the cost. The City Council may also 
authorize assignable certificates payable to the City or the purchaser 
thereof, against abutting property or property owners, or against persons, 
firms or corporations occupying highways with their tracks, to be issued 
to the contractor, and shall prescribe the form and terms of such certificates. 
The recital of such certificates that the proceedings with reference to making 
such improvements have been regularly had in compliance with the terms hereof, 
and that all prerequisites to the fixing of the lien and the claim of personal 
liability evidenced by such certificate have been performed, shall be prima 
facie evidence of the fact so recited and no other proof thereof shall be 
required, but in all courts the said proceedings and prerequisites shall, 
without further proof, be presumed to have been made or performed. Such 
certificates shall be executed by the Mayor and attested by the City Secretary 
with the corporate seal affixed thereto. 

Sec. 6. CITY EXEMPT FROM LIABILITY -- The City shall never be liable 
to any ~ontractor or other person, firm or corporation doing work in 
connection with any street paving, or the opening and widening of streets, 
or the building of any drains or storm sewers, or the laying of sanitary 
sewers or any other character of public improvement, whereby a part or the 
whole of the cost thereof is to be paid for by special assessment, on account 
of the failure of any officer of the government or the members of the Council 
to pass suitable ordinances or resolutions to take necessary steps to fix 
liens, or to make said assessments, or to issue certificates therefor, or to 
provide for reassessment on account of the invalidity of any lien attempted 
to be fixed, or any failure or omission with respect thereto. 

Sec. 7. PAYMENT TO CITY UNDER ASSESSMENT -- As an alternate method 
of paving and improving streets, alleys and sidewalks, the City shall have 
the power and authority to adopt plans and specifications for such improve
ments in accordance with the procedure prescribed in Chapter 106, Acts of 
'the Fortieth Legislature, First Called Session, and also known as Article 
1105b of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, as amended or 
as may hereafter be amended, and shall have the power to pay to the 
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contractors, the successful bidder, that part of the cost that may be 
assessed against the owners and their property abutting on such improve
ments in cash and the City may reimburse itself for the amount by levying an 
assessment against the abutting owners and their property, after a hearing 
and notice, as provided in the above statutes, up to the amount of the en
hancement in value represented by the benefits and permitted by said 
statutes, and issue assignable certificates in favor of the City for the 
assessment. The certificates shall be enforceable in the same manner as 
provided by the above mentioned statutes. The City shall likewise have the 
power to do the improvement by its own forces if, in the opinion of the 
City Council, the work can be done more expeditiously or economically. 

Sec. 8. STATE LAW ON ASSESSMENTS FOR CONDEMNATION ADOPTED -- The 
provisions of Chapter lV of Title 28 of the Revised Civil Statutes of 
the State of Texas, as amended or as may hereafter be amended, relative 

I 

to condemnation for highways and the levying of special assessments to 
defray the cost thereof, are hereby adopted as an alternative method for 
the assessment and payment of such costs. 

Sec. 9. CHURCH AND SCHOOL PROPERTY NOT EXEMPT FROM SPECIAL ASSESS
MENTS -- No property of any kind, church, school or others, in the City 
shall be exempt from any of the special taxes and assessments authorized 
by this Charter for local improvements. 

Sec. 10. ASSESSMENTS FOR STORM SEWERS -- ASSIGNABLE CERTIFICATES -
Wherever any creek, waterway, bayou or other public drain or any part 
thereof is diverted or changed in its course, in accordance with the drainage 
system adopted, and wherever property is reclaimed, improved or otherwise 
specially benefited by reason of such diversion or alteration, or whenever, 
by reason of the laying of any storm sewer, or the establishment of any 
drainage system, property is specially benefited; it shall be liable to 
be assessed therefor to the extent said property is specially benefited, 
and all of the provisions relative to the opening and widening of streets, 
or other laws and the assessment of property therefor and the making· of a 
personal charge against the owners of such property specially benefited, and 
the issuance of assignable certificates therefor, shall govern as fa~ as 
practicable the procedure relating to the character of improvements con
templated in this section, particularly where condemnation of land is 
necessary to accomplish the building and construction of said drainage system. 
Such assignable certificates may be spread over a period of fifteen (15) 
years, according to such terms as may be authorized by the City Council. The 
City Council, in carrying out this power, may pass all suitable ordinances 
or resolutions in order to carry out and effectuate the purposes of this 
section and adopt such assessment plans as it may deem advisable, it being 
one of the purposes of this section that the City Council may create 
drainage districts and seek to reclaim property that is now affected by 
rivers, creeks, bayous, waterways and other public drains, or any part 
thereof, and the property that may be located in the vicinity of or in the 
territory that is specially benefited by reason of such alteration or change 
of any such river, creek, bayou, waterway or other public drain or any part 
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of any river, creek, bayou, waterway or other public drain, may be specially 
assessed for the special benefits received by it by reason of the changing, 
abolition, modific~.tion or discontinuance of such river, creek, bayou, waterway 
or other public drain or any part thereof. Provision may be made for the 
regulation and control of private drains, as well as for the levying of special 
assessments therefor, as herein provided for. In addition the City may 
exercise all of the rights granted by Articles 1179 and 1180 of the Revised 
Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, as amended or as hereafter amended. 

Sec. 11. STATE LAW ADOPTED AS TO WATER AND SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 
All of the powers conferred by the Acts of the 58th Legislature authorizing 
cities to improve their waterworks and sanitary sewer systems and to make 
assessments therefor, known as Chapter 192 of said Session Laws and being 
presently Article 1110c of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, 
as amended or as may hereafter be amended, are hereby adopted in all respects 
insofar as they may apply to the City of Dallas. Insofar as it is allowable 
under the State law, the City Council shall have the option as an alternative 
to use any other methods of obtaining the same services and improvements 
as may be provided by State law. 

Sec. 12. SUBTERRANEAN IMPROVEMENTS -- The power is further conferred 
upon the City to construct underground or subterranean public improvements, 
vehicular or pedestrian tubes, tunnels, or subway streets or other public 
subsurface facilities, and to provide that the cost of making any such 
improvements shall be paid for by the property owners owning property in the 
territory specially benefited in enhanced value by reason of making such 
improvements. A personal charge shall be made against such owners and a lien 
shall be fixed by special assessment against any such property. The City 
may issue assignable or negotiable certificates, as it deems advisable, 
covering such cost, and may provide for the payment of such cost in deferred 
payments and fix the rate·of interest not to exceed eight percent (8%). 
It may provide for the appointment of Special Commissioners for the making or 
levying of said special assessments, or may provide that the same may be done by 
the Ci-ty Council. The rules and regulations shall be the same ·as those 
applicable in the assessing for the improving of a street, as nearly as 
practicable. 

CHAPTER XXVI 

BORROWING MONEY 

Section 1. AUTHORITY TO BORROW -- The City shall have the right and 
power, except as prohibited by law, to borrow money by whatever method the 
City Council may deem to be in the public interest. 

Sec. 2. GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS -- (Tax Supported Bonds) -- The City 
shall have the power to borrow money on the credit of the City and to issue 
general obligation bonds for making public improvements or for other public 
purposes not prohibited by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, 
and to issue refunding bonds to refund outstanding bonds of the City pre
viously issued. All such bonds shall be issued in accordance with State law. 
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Sec. 3. LIMITATIONS ON BONDED INDEBTEDNESS PAYABLE FROM TAXES -- The 
maximum bonded indebtedness of the City outstanding at any one time, and 
payable from taxation, shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the total 
assessed valuation of property shown by the last assessment roll of the 
City. 

Sec. 4. REVENUE BONDS -- The City shall have the power to borrow money 
for the purpose of constructing, purchasing, improving, extending or repair
ing of public utilities, recreational facilities, off-street parking facili
ties or any other self-liquidating municipal function not prohibited by the 
Constitution and Laws of the State of Texas, and to issue revenue bonds to 
evidence the obligation created thereby. Such bonds shall be a charge upon 
and payable solely from the properties, or interest therein, pledged, or 
the income therefrom, or both, and shall never be a debt of the City. All such 
bonds shall be issued in conformity with the Laws of the State of Texas. 

Sec. 5. REFUNDING OUTSTANDING BONDS -- The City shall have the right 
to refund any outstanding bonds by the issuance of new bonds in lieu thereof, 
at the same, higher or a lower rate of interest, and may apply thereto the 
sinking fund belonging to any series of bones so refunded, and may pay and 
retire any bond by using the sinking fund thereof. The City shall have the 
same right to refund any bonds assumed as a result of annexations. 

Sec. 6. BONDS PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED -- All unissued bonds previously 
authorized by any election or by any provisions in a former City Charter 
may be issued and are hereby validated. 

Sec. 7. BONDS INCONTESTABLE -- All bonds of the City having been 
approved by the Attorney General and registered by the Comptroller of ·the 
Public Accounts shall be incontestable, except for forgery, fraud or 
exceeding the limit fixed by the Charter. 

Sec. 8. EXECUTION OF BONDS -- All bonds shall be signed by the Mayor 
and countersigned by the Auditor and shall have the seal of the City. im
pressed thereon; provided, that the bond ordinance or ordinances may provide 
for the bonds and any attached interest coupon to be signed by facsimile 
signatures and for the seal of the City on the bonds to be a facsimile as 
provided by the laws of the State of Texas. Such bonds shall mature serially 
or otherwise not to exceed forty (40) years from their date. 

Sec. 9. SINKING FUND FOR GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS -- It shall be the 
duty of the City Council each year to levy a tax sufficient to pay the in
terest and provide the necessary sinking fund required by law on all general 
obligation bonds outstanding, and if a deficiency appears at any time in such 
fund the Council shall, for the next succeeding year, levy an additional tax 
sufficient to discharge such deficiency. 

Sec. 10. BOND REGISTER -- The City Council shall keep or cause to be 
kept for and on behalf of the City a complete bond registry and set of books, 
showing all bonds issued, the date and amount thereof, the rate of interest, 
maturity, type, etc., of all bonds or other indebtedness incurred under the 
provisions of the Charter, and all other transactions of the City Council 
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having reference to the refunding of the indebtedness of said City. When 
bonds or their coupons are paid, their payment or cancellation shall be 
noted in said registry, and the said books so required shall be safely kept 
among the records of the City. 

Sec. 11. MISAPPLICATION OF BOND FUNDS -- Any officer of the City who 
shall willfully or knowingly divert or use any funds arising from the issu
ance of any bonds or any sinking fund for any other purpose except that for 
which the fund is created or are herein otherwise authorized, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misapplication of public funds and subject to prosecution as pro
vided under the laws of the State of Texas for the diversion and conversion 
of funds belonging to any of the municipalities of the State. 

Sec. 12. BIDDING -- SALE -- When the sale of bonds is in response to 
a request for bids, the bids may be opened and the bonds sold on the same day, 
whether at a regular or special meeting of the City Council. 

CHAPTER XXVII 

PUBLIC CONTRACTS 

Section 1. SIGNATURES AND APPROPRIATION -- No contract shall be binding 
upon the City unless it has first been signed by the City Manager, counter
signed by the City Auditor and approved by the City Attorney. The expense 
thereof shall be charged to the proper appropriation. Whenever the contract 
charged to any appropriation- equals the amount of said appropriation, no fur
ther contracts shall be signed. 

Sec, 2. CONTRACT LETTING -- All City contracts calling for or requiring 
the expenditure or payment of Two Thousand Dollars ($2000.00) or more, creating 
or imposing an obligation or liability of any nature or character upon the City, 
must first be submitted for competitive bids. Such bids shall be based upon 
plans and specifications prepared for that purpose. Notice of the time and 
place ~hen and where such contract shall be let shall be published in a news
paper of general circulation in the City of Dallas once a week for two (2) con
secutive weeks prior to the time set for letting such contract, the date of the 
first publication to be at least fourteen (14) days prior to the date set for 
letting said contract. Such contract shall be let to the lowest responsible 
bidder. The City Council shall have the right to reject any and all bids. The 
City in the first instance may elect to perform the work involved by its own 
forces or by day labor, or if such contract is let for bids and all are rejected, 
the City may either re-advertise for competitive bidding or may thereafter per
form such work with its own forces or by day labor. 

Sec. 3. PUBLIC INSPECTION OF BIDS -- All bids submitted shall be sealed 
and shall be opened in a public place as directed by the City Council, and in 
the presence of persons that may be designated by the City Council, and shall 
remain on file in the office of the City Secretary open to public inspection 
for at least forty-eight (48) hours before any award of said work is made to 
any competitive bidder. The provisions of this section regarding the retain
ing of bids forty-eight (48) hours before awarding the work shall not apply 
to bids for the putchase of bonds. 
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Sec. 4. EMERGENCY SPENDING -- The provisions ~egarding competitive bid
ding shall not apply in case of public calamity where it is necessary to act 
immediately to appropriate money to relieve the consequences of a calamitous 
or catastrophic situation, or to preserve the properties of the City, or when 
it is necessary to preserve or protect the public health of the citizens of 
the City, or in case of unforeseen damage to public property, machinery or 
equipment. 

Sec. 5. PERSONAL SERVICES -- Competitive bidding need not be applied 
to contracts for personal or professional services. 

Sec. 6. CHANGE ORDERS -- In the event that it becomes necessary to 
make changes in the plans or specifications after performance of the con
tract has been commenced, or it becomes necessary to decrease or increase 
the quantity of work to be performed, or materials, equipment or supplies 
to be furnished, the City Council is authorized to approve change orders 
effecting such changes, but the total contract price shall not be increased 
thereby unless due provision has been made to provide for the payment of 
such added cost by appropriating available funds for that purpose. 

Sec. 7. PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BONDS -- Any prime contractor enter
ing into a public contract in excess of Two Thousand Dollars ($2000.00) 
with the City for the construction, alteration or repair of any public 
building or structure, or the prosecution or completion of any public work, 
shall be required, before commencing such work, to execute a performance 
bond in a good and sufficient amount, but not less than that required by 
law, conditioned upon the faithful performance of the work in accordance 
with the plans, specifications and contract documents, Said bond shall 
be solely for the protection of the City. Such contractor shall also be 
required, before commencing such work, to execute a payment bond in a good 
and sufficient amount, but not less than that required by law, solely.for 
the protection of all claimants supplying labor ?nd material in the pro
secution of the work provided for in the said contract, for the use o~ each 
such claimant. The bonds must be made by a bonding company authorized to 
do business in the State of Texas and one surety must be a resident of 
Dallas County. A resident of Dallas County shall be appointed as agent 
for delivery of notice and service of process by the surety. 

Sec. 8. OTHER BONDS AND SECURITY -- In addition to the two (2) bonds 
above mentioned, the City may require that the contractor show proof that 
he is insured with public liability and property damage insurance in an 
amount to be set by the City, that he is covered by the applicable Work
men's Compensation Insurance as set forth in the Workmen's Compensation 
Law of the State of Texas, and may be required to post any other bond or 
proof of insurance that the plans and specifications may require. 

Where the contract by the City for the contruction of public improve
ments is in an amount less than Two Thousand Dollars ($2000.00) or where 
the contract for the purchase of materials, supplies, machinery, equipment 
or other paraphernalia not involved in the construction of public works 
exceeds Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or the contract for the lease, ren
tal, franchise or other use of personal or real property of the City, the 
City Council may require such bonds and other forms of security as it deems 
advisable. 
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Sec. 9. BID BOND -- Each bid submitted pursuant to a request for bids 
must be accompanied by a cashier's check, certified check or a bidder's 
bond in the amount as set by the City Council in the request for bids. The 
bid bond, if required, must be made by a bonding company authorized to do 
business in the State of Tex~s and one (1) surety must be a resident of 
Dallas County. In the event that the successful bidder fails or refuses 
to sign the contract for the performance of the work upon which the bid 
was made, the City Council may require the forfeiture of the total amount 
of the bid bond as liquidated damages. 

Sec. 10. CITIZENS GIVEN PREFERENCE IN LETTING OF CONTRACTS -- Qualifi
cations, prices and quality of material being equal, citizens and business 
firms of Dallas shall be given preference in the awarding of all contracts 
over which the City has jurisdiction, direct or indirect. This section shall 
not be construed so as to conflict with any provision of the Charter requiring 
competitive bidding. 

Sec. 11. FINANCIAL INTEREST OF EMPLOYEE OR OFFICER PROHIBITED -- No 
officer or employee shall have any financial interest, direct or indirect, 
in any contract with the City, or be financially interested, directly or 
indirectly, in the sale to the City of any land, materials, supplies or ser
vices, except on behalf of the City as an officer or employee. Any viola
tion of this section shall constitute malfeasance in office, and any officer 
or employee guilty thereof shall thereby forfeit his office or position with 
the City. Any violation of this section, with knowledge, express or implied, 
of the person or corporation contracting with the City shall render the con
tract involved voidable by the City Manager or the City Council. 

The alleged violations of this section shall be matters to be deter
mined either by the Trial aoard in the case of employees who have the 
right- to appeal to the Trial Board, and by the City Council in the case 
of other employees. 

Sec. 12. LIENS AND RETAINAGES -- No lien of any kind can ever exist 
against the public buildings, public halls, public works or any public 
property of the City except as herein otherwise provided. All subcontractors, 
materialmen, mechanics and laborers upon any public works or contracts of 
the City on which no payment bond is required or made, are hereby required 
to notify the City Auditor of all claims that they may have on account of 
such work against the City. When such notice has been given, the City may 
retain an amount from any funds due the contractor or contractors, suffi
cient to satisfy all such claims. Such notice may be given at any time 
after such indebtedness becomes due and before final settlement with the 
contractor or contractors, and no contractor or subcontractor shall issue 
any time checks on account of any contract with the City. No claims against 
the City shall constitute a valid ciaim over and above the amount of the 
retainage made by the City. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII 

CLAIMS FOR D1'J·fAGE OR INJURY 

Section 1. NOTICE REQUIRED -- PERSONAL INJURY -- The City of Dallas 
shall never be Hable for ai;y personal injury, whether resulting in death 
or not, unless the person injured, or someone in his behalf, or in the 
event the injury results in death, the person or persons who may have a 
cause of action under the law by reason of such death injury, shall file 
a notice in writing with the City Managei or City Secretary within thirty 
(30) days after the same has been received, stating specifically in such 
notice, when, where and how the exact injury occurred, and the full extent 
thereof, together with the amount of damages claimed or asserted. 

Sec. 2. NOTICE REQUIRED -- INJURY TO PERSONAL OR REAL PROPERTY 
The City of Dallas shall never be liable for any claims for damages or injury 
to real or personal property caused by the negligent act or omission of its 
officers, servants or employees, unless the person whose property has been 
injured or damaged, or someone in his behalf, shall file a claim in writing 
with the City Manager or City Secretary within thirty (30) days after said 
damage or injury has ·occurred, stating specifically when, where, and how 
tne injury or damage occurred and the full extent thereof, and the amount of 
damages claimed or asserted. 

Sec. 3. NOTICE OF DEFECT -- The City of Dallas shall never be liable 
on account of any damage or injury to persons or to property arising from or 
occasioned by any defect in any public street, highway, alley, sidewalk, 
parkway, grounds or public work of the City unlE'ss the specific defect 
causing the damage or injury shall have been known to the City Manager or the 
Director of Public Works for a reasonable time ptior to the occurrence of the 
injury or damage, or unless the attention of the City Manager or Direc~or 
of Public Works shall have been called thereto by notice thereof in writing 
at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the occurrence of the injury or 
damage and proper diligence has not been exercised to rectify the d~fect. 
The notice herein required to be given to the City Manager or Director of 
Public Works of the specHic defect causing the damage or injury shaU 
apply where the defect arose from any act or omission of the City itself 
through its agents, servants or employees, or through the acts or omissions 
of third parties. The notice referred to in this Section shall not affect 
the provisions of the above two Sections 1 and 2, but the same shall be 
required in addition to the notice herein set forth. 

: Sec. 4. PAYHENT OF MERITORIOUS CLAIMS -- Subject to Sections 1, 2 
and 3, in order to accomplish justice and fairness, the City Council shall 
have the power and authority to pay claims ~~ich it deems to be meritorious 
for damages to real or personal property and for personal injury whether 
resulting in death or not, suffered by any me~ber of the public through 
no fault of his own, but which results from direct, positive, affirmative 
action or physically doing of something that should not have been done by 
officers, agents or employees of the City while engaged in the performance 
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of a governmental function; provided, however, that no claim may be settled, 
compromised and paid if such claim would be barred by applicable statutes 
of limitations. 

No payment shall be made unless the claimant accepts the amount 
allowed as in full compromise and settlement of all amounts claimed or to 
be claimed against the City, its officers or employees, arising from the 
same facts. In the event that no settlement is made, nothing herein·con
tained or done hereunder shall prejudice the City in any defense that it may 
have in any suit or action. Nothing contained herein shall be construed as 
creating a cause of action nor the giving of any right to institute. or 
maintain any suit or action which would not otherwise exist or be cognizable 
under the law as a legal claim; provided, however, this Section may never be 
used to pay any claim arising under Section 5 immediately following con
cerning claims arising out of floods, war, insurrection, riot, civil dis
order or commotion. 

Sec. 5. INJURY OR DAHAGE DUE TO WAR, RIOT, ETC. -- The City of Dallas 
shall never be liable to any person or persons for any personal injury or 
property damage of any nature resulting from or occasioned or arising out of 
floods, war, insurrection, riot, civil disorder or commotion. The 
provisions of this Section shall never be waived and any attempt at payment 
shall be void and subject to injunction by any Court of proper jurisdiction. 

Sec. 6. WAIVER OF NOTICE -- Neither the Mayor, any City Councilman, 
the City Manager, City Secretary, City Attorney, or any other officer or 
employee of the City, shall have authority to waive any of the provisions 
of this Chapter, but the same may be waived only by resolution of the 
City Council made and passed before the expiration of the said thirty (30) 
da·y period provided for in the above sections, which resolution shall be 
evidenced by the minutes of the City Council. Such waiver shall never be 
mcide in regard to claim~ arising out of the immediately preceding Section 5. 

CHAPTER XXIX 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Section 1. NO OFFICER OR E:MPLOYEE TO ACCEPT GIFT, ETC. FROH PUBLIC 
UTILITY -- No officer or employee of the City shall ever accept, directly 
or indirectly, any gift, favor, privilege or employment from any public 
utility corporation enjoying a grant of any franchise, privilege or easement 
from the City during the term of office of such officer, or during such em
ployment of such employee, except as may be authorized by law or ordinance. 
Any officer or employee of the City who shall violate the provisions of this 
section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and may be punished by any fine 
that may be prescribed by ordinance for this offense, and shall forthwith 
be removed from office. 

Sec. 2. CITY EXEM"PT FROH BONDS -- It shall not be necessary in any 
action, suit or proceeding in which the City or any of its appointive Boards 
or Commissions is a party, for any bond, undertaking or security to be executed 
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in behalf of the City, but all such actions, suits, appeals or proceedings 
shall be conducted in the same manner as if such bond, undertaking or security 
had been given, and the City shall be liable as if such obligation had been 
duly given and executed. 

Sec. 3. EXECUTION, GARNISHMENT, ASSIGNMENT, ETC. -- The property, real 
and personal, belonging to the City shall not be liable to be sold or appro
priated under any writ of execution or cost bill, nor shall the funds belonging 
to the City, in the hands of any person, be liable to garnishment on account of 
any debt it may owe or funds it may have on hand due any person, nor shall the 
City or any of its officers or agents be required to answer any writ of garnish
ment on any account whatsoever. Any attempted assignment of wages shall be 
absolutely void so far as the City is concerned unless authorized by State law 
and approved by resolution of the City Council. This section shall also apply 
to the property, funds and personnel of appointive Boards and Commissions of 
the City Council. 

Sec. 4. CONDEMNATION OF DANGEROUS STRUCTURES -- Whenever in the opinion 
of the City Council, any building, fence, shed, awning or structure of any 
kind or part thereof is liable to fall down and injure persons or property, 
the City Council may order the owner or agent of the same or occupant of the 
premises, to take down and remove the same within such time as it may direct 
and may punish by fine all persons failing so to do. The City Council shall 
have the additional power to remove the same at the expense of the City on 
account of the owner of the property and assess the expenses thereof, in
cluding condemnation proceedings, as a special tax against the land, and 
the same may be collected as other special taxes provided for in this Charter, 
or by suit in any court of competent jurisdictiop. 

The City Council shall have full power to condemn all dangerous buildings 
or obstructions of any kind and may provide regulations therefor by ordinance. 
All of the provisions of this section may be carried out in such manner as the 
City Council by ordinance may provide. 

Sec. 5. POWER TO REMIT PENALTIES -- The City Council shall have the 
right to remit, in whole or in part, any fine or penalty belonging to the 
City, which may be imposed under any ordinance or resolution passed pursuant 
to this Charter. 

Sec. 6. FIRE LIMITS -- The City Council may establish fire limits and 
prescribe the kind and character of materials to be used in buildings con
structed within such limits. 

Sec. 7. BUILDING PERMITS -- The City shall have power to prohibit the 
erection, construction or repair of any building or structure of any kind 
within the City without a permit first having been issued by the City for the 
construction, erection or repair of such building or structure, and may 
authorize a fee to be charged for such permit, and in pursuance of said 
authority, may authorize the inspection by the City of all buildings or 
structures during the progress of their construction and may require that 
all buildings shall be constructed or repaired in conformity with the building 
regulations which exist in the City or which shall hereafter be passed. 

-81-



Sec. 8. ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PARK PURPOSES -- The City may acquire 
and appropriate land inside or outside of the City for the purpose of 
establishing, laying out or enlarging any parks, parkways or pleasure grounds, 
and to provide that the cost of such land and improvements shall be paid for 
wholly or in part, to the extent not exceeding the special benefits received 
by the property owners owning property in the vicinity thereof and benefited 
thereby, and for such purpose all of the powers conferred by the Act of 
the Fortieth Legislature, known as House Bill No. 401, Chapter 283, Page 
433, of the General Laws, passed by the Fortieth Legislature of the State 
of Texas, as amended or as may hereafter be amended, are hereby adopted and 
made a part of this Charter, and the same may be used by the City Council in 
the manner and for the purposes of the condemnation of said land and the 
appointment of commissioners therefor and the assessing of the cost. In 
making the assessments against property owners specifically benefited, as 
well as in condemnation proceedings, the same shall be governed as far as 
practicable by laws relating to the opening and widening of streets. 

Sec. 9. PUBLIC LIBRARY AND TAX THEREFOR -- The City shall have authority 
to establish and maintain a public library or libraries within the City and 
to cooperate with any person, firm or corporation upon such terms as the City 
Council may prescribe, for the establishment of such public library or 
libraries. To that end the Council shall annually appropriate out of the 
general revenue of the City, a fund for the support and maintenance of the 
public library. 

Sec. 10. MUNICIPAL RADIO AND TELEVISION STATIONS -- The City shall 
have full power or authority to acquire or own, within or without the City 
of Dallas, either by purchase, donation, bequest or otherwise, all property 
that may be necessary for the purpose of establishing a radio and television 
broadcasting station. It may be used for the Police and Fire communications 
system and such other communicating systems as the Council may deem appro
priate. It shall be used for the convenience and edification of the people 
of Dallas, and for such purpose the City Council may appoint a suitable 
commission to operate and conduct the same, and to exercise all powers in 
connection therewith. The exercise of the power to operate the same shall 
be deemed governmental in character and for municipal purposes. 

Sec. 11. DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER -- All ordinances and 
official notices required to be published shall be published in the official 
newspaper of the City, which newspaper shall be selected annually as such 
official newspaper, after competitive bidding, and the newspaper so selected 
shall have been published as a daily newspaper and have been in general 
circulation as such in the City for not less than one (1) year prior to 
its selection as the official newspaper. 

Sec. 12. OWNERSHIP OF MAPS, PLANS, WORK PRODUCT, ETC. -- All maps, 
plats, plans, profiles, reports, field notes, estimates and other memoranda 
of professional work done by the head of any department of the City or under 
his direction and control during his tenure or term of office, shall be the 
property of the City. 
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Sec. 13. APPOINTMENT AND TENURE OF COMMISSIONS AND BOARDS -- During 
August of each odd-numbered year, the City Council shall appoint all members 
of the Commissions and Boards provided for in this Charter or which the City 
Council may provide for by ordinance. Such members shall serve for a term 
as provided by ordinance by the Council not to exceed four (4) years from 
September 1st or until their successors are appointed and qualified. All 
of the Commissions and Boards appointed by the City Council and serving at 
the time of this amendment shall continue to serve until September 1, 1969, 
or until their successors are appointed and qualified, or any new Connnissions 
or Boards or members of existing Commissions or Boards shall be appointed 
for a term to expire on September 1, 1969, or until their successors are 
appointed and qualified. 

Sec. 14. BONDS OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES -- The City Council may require 
any of the Officers and Employees of the City, before entering upon the duties 
of their office, to execute a good and sufficient bond with a surety company 
doing business in the State of Texas, as approved by the City Council. 
The bonds shall be in such amount as the Council may demand, payable to 
the City of Dallas, and conditioned for the faithful performance of the 
duties of the office. The premium on such bonds shall be paid by the City. 
Bonds shall be required of the City Manager, City Auditor, the Director of 
Revenue and Taxation, the Purchasing Agent, and the Corporation Court Clerk. 

Sec. 15. TERMINATION NOTICE OF COUNCIL APPOINTEES -- All employees 
appointed directly by the City Council shall be given thirty (30) days notice 
prior to termination of employment, except when dismissed for misconduct in 
office. 

Sec. 16. LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT -- The enumeration of powers made in 
this Charter shall never be construed to precluae, by implication or pther
wise, the City from exercising the powers incident to the judgment of local 
self-government, nor to do any and all things not inhibited by the Constitution 
and laws of the State of Texas. 

Sec. 17. BOARD AND COMMISSION MEMBERS -- Other than members of the City 
Council, no person shall be appointed to more than two (2) permanent Boards 
or Commissions of the City of Dallas at any one time. Any member of any 
Commission or Board appointed by the City Council, shall forfeit his office 
if he misses more than three (3) regular meetings in succession, unless for 
medical reasons certified to by his physician or unless excused by the Board 
or Commission of which he is a member and the City Council. In such case 
the City Council shall declare the position vacant and appoint a new member 
to fill the vacancy. 
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The members of any Commission or Board appointed by the City Council 
may be removed from office for any cause deemed by the City Council suffi
cient for their removal in the interest of the public, but only after a 
public hearing before the City Council on charges publicly made, if demanded 
by such member within ten (10) days. 

Sec. 18. EMPLOYEES' WAGES -- The wages, hours and conditions of employment 
of any and all of the City employees shall be fixed and approved by the City 
Council. 

Sec. 19. REPORTS -- All departments and boards of the City shall furnish 
such reports in the form prescribed as may be requested by the City Manager or 
the City Council concerning the activities of that department or board. 

Sec. 20. SEVERABILITY PROVISION -- Should any word, clause, phrase, 
sentence, paragraph, section or chapter of this Charter or amendment thereto, 
be held invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such ruling or judg
ment shall not affect the validity of any other portion of this Charter or 
any amendment thereto, but same shall remain in full force and effect, the 
provisions hereof being severable. 

Sec. 21. SAVINGS PROVISION -- The repeal of any provision, section or 
chapter of any Charter by the amendments to this Charter shall not affect or 
impair any act done or obligation, right, license, permit or penalty accrued 
or existing under the authority of the provision, section or chapter repealed. 
Such provision, section or chapter shall be treated as still remaining in force 
for the purpose of sustaining any proper action concerning any such obligation, 
right, license, permit or penalty. In addition, any franchise, contract, 
perm~t, or license obtained under any provision, section or chapter repealed 
by any amendments to this Charter shall remain effective for the term and 
under the conditions prescribed by the repealed portion under which the 
franchise, contract, permit or license was granted or issued; provided that 
if the franchise, contract, permit or license provides that the same shall he 
govern~d by the Charter of the City of Dallas, as amended, then ·the amended 
section shall control. 

~11 civil and criminal ordinances and all resolutions of a general 
and permanent nature in force and effect when this Charter or any amendment 
thereto shall become effective, which are inconsistent or in conflict with 
this Charter or any amendment thereto, are hereby repealed except as herein 
provided. Where any such civil or criminal ordinance or resolution of a 
general and permanent nature in force and effect when this Charter or any 
amendment thereto, shall become effective is consistent with and not in 
conflict with the provisions hereto, same shall continue in full force and 
effect unimpaired by the provisions hereof. 
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