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Frequently Asked Questions About
the Site:

How and when was the contamination
discovered at Lane Plating?

In 2015 the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ) inspected the Lane Plating facility
after it had ceased operations and closed. In
December 2015 Lane Plating filed for bankruptcy
and TCEQ completed an initial removal of wastes
for offsite disposal. On March 17, 2016, TCEQ
contacted EPA and requested assistance with soil
and liquid waste sampling. EPA conducted
assessments in April and September 2016. Based
on these two assessments, EPA removed 188,000
pounds of wastes in October 2016 to remove the
threat of exposure from contact with wastes.

To assess and remove long term risks to human
health or the environment, the site was added to the
Superfund site list in May 2018.

Will EPA collect samples and analyze the soil
and groundwater in and around Joppa
Preserve?

EPA will conduct the environmental sampling and
is currently developing a sampling plan for the site.
The intent of this sampling is to locate areas where
contamination may have migrated. We will test
soil, surface water runoff, and groundwater. If we
find evidence that contamination from the Lane
Plating site has migrated to the Joppa area we will
investigate this. EPA will share all this information
with the community.

Will EPA perform medical testing on citizens
who live in Joppa Preserve?

Adding a site to the Superfund list does not mean
that any members of the community have been
exposed to contamination. EPA’s actions under
Superfund are to prevent future exposure to
contamination and to restore safety to the site.
While the Superfund law provides EPA with the
authority to evaluate and address environmental
problems, it does not provide authority to conduct
medical testing.

If residential properties in Joppa Preserve and
other residential properties are impacted by
releases from Lane Plating Works, are their
funds from EPA to either help relocate,
purchase, or remediate these properties?

At this time there is no evidence that residential
properties in the Joppa Preserve and other areas are
impacted by a release from the Lane Plating site.
To investigate the possibility, EPA’s sampling plan
will document the extent of any potential releases
from the Lane Plating site.

If a cleanup action is necessary, EPA will evaluate
several response options and present these options
to the community for comment.

Is there or will there be funds to help cover
medical costs for Joppa preserve citizens who
may be impacted by the releases at Lane
Plating?

The Superfund law does not provide EPA the
authority to compensate for medical costs. As
mentioned previously, placement on the Superfund
list does not mean that people have been exposed to
contamination in the past. Addition to the list
means that EPA can assess and act to prevent
exposure to contamination in the future.

EPA is committed to work with the community to
ensure that the information regarding site conditions



is shared and that the community has input into
proposed remedies for the site.

For more information, please contact:

If you have any questions or would like to obtain
more information about the Lane Plating Inc.
Superfund site, please contact:

Kenneth Shewmake, Remedial Project Manager
U.S. EPA (6SF-TR)

(214) 665-3198 or toll free 1-800-533-3508
shewmake.kenneth@epa.gov

Stephen Pereira, Remedial Project Manager
U.S. EPA (6SF-RL)

(214) 665-3137 or toll free 1-800-533-3508
pereira.stephen@epa.gov

Edward Mekeel, Community Involvement
Coordinator

U.S. EPA (6SF-VO)

(214) 665-2252 or toll free 1-800-533-3508
mekeel.edward@epa.gov

Janetta Coats, Technical Assistance Grant
(TAG) Coordinator

U.S. EPA (6SF-VO)

(214) 665-7308 or toll free 1-800-533-3508
coats.janetta@epa.gov

Rebecca Storms, Project Manager

Texas Commission for Environmental Quality
(512) 239-2466
rebecca.storms@tceq.texas.gov

All news media inquiries should be directed to
EPA Region 6 Press Office, at (214) 665-2200 or
(214) 665-2261

Information Repository

Highland Hills Branch Library
6200 Bonnie View Road
Dallas, Texas 75241

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 6
1445 Ross Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75202

(214) 665-6427 (Please call for an appointment if
you desire to review the file.)

US EPA on the internet:
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/lane-plating-works




