
Healthcare Zero Waste by 2040

Waste Diversion Strategies
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What is the Zero Waste Plan?
The beginning of a long-term systematic effort, with incremental 
goals to:

• Strive for sustainability

• Reduce waste volume and maximize diversion through reuse and 
recycling efforts

• Demonstrate that economic growth, environmental stewardship and 
fiscal responsibility are NOT mutually exclusive

The City of Dallas adopted it’s Zero Waste in February of 2013.
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Goals for Zero Waste

Short-term
(2015-2020)
• Marketing & Outreach
• Multifamily/Commercial
• C&D Debris Ordinance
• Disposal Bans
• Producer Responsibility
• Brush & Bulk 
• City Facility Zero Waste

Intermediate
(2021-2030)
• Organics Collection
• Consider Universal 

Recycling Ordinance
• Resource Recovery 

Park
• Disposal Bans

Long-term
(2031-2040)
• Evaluate Emerging 

Technologies
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Commercial Recycling
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Commercial Recycling

Organization 2014

BOMA Recycling 
Participation 83%

BOMA Diversion 37%

HANTx Recycling 
Participation 62%

HANTx Diversion 17%

AAGD Recycling 
Participation 28%

AAGD Diversion 7%
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Commercial: Opportunities
• Approximately 65% of the waste disposed at McCommas Bluff 

Landfill is derived from commercial customers

• Based on a recent Waste Characterization study of mixed 
commercial waste, excluding loads comprised of only C&D 
waste, we found the following:

Paper
30.7%

Plastics
13.6%

Metals
2.5%

Glass
2.7%

Organics
22.4%

Construction Debris
18.4%

Problem Materials
6.2% Other

3.3%
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Commercial: Large Generators

Healthcare Industry
• 2nd largest generator of waste in the United States

• Variety of waste streams
• Regulated medical waste

• Construction & demolition debris

• Universal waste

• Pharmaceutical

• Solid waste

• Opportunities for diversion
• Single-stream recycling

• Composting

• C&D

• Electronics

• Product stewardship (e.g. pharmaceutical, HHW, etc.) 8



Healthcare Resources

9



Reaching Zero Waste: 
Future Policy Decisions

Sanitation Services has identified several topics that require 
more research for further consideration.

• Brush & Bulk Collection Options

• Disposal Regulations & Mandates

• Construction & Demolition Diversion Requirements

• Product Stewardship Support

• Organics (Food Waste) Collection

• Landfill Fee Increases (to incentivize diversion)
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facebook.com/DallasZeroWaste

@dallasrecycles

@recycle.ben DallasRecycles.com
CommercialRecycling@dallascityhall.com
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