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Dallas Union Terminal, located -between Jackson and Young
Streets at 400 S. Houston Street in downtown Dallas, is an ex
cellent example of the Beaux—Arts Classicism that pervaded
architecture in America around the turn of the century: De
signed by the noted Chicago architect Jarvis Hunt in 1914,
the building was completed and opened to the.travelling public
in October, 1916. As is typical of the style, the east, or
main, facade is composed of five parts, arranged in a symmet
rical order in an “ABCBA” pattern. Coupled columns of the
Roman fluted Doric order divide the central portion into three
equal openings behind which are the three enormous arched win
dows of the main waiting room on the second floor. The base.
of this level is composed of Vermont granite to a six foot
height with Tiffany white combed enameled brick above. This
same brick comprises the majority of surface treatment of the
building. A moulded sandstone water table encircles the build
ing at the mezzanine level, clearly defining •the ticket lobby
and baggage areas from the main waiting room level.

The central portion of the facade is further emphasized
~s the fócái point Of t1~ie cothpo~ition in that its surface plane
isadtrandéd four eet”~omthë two ~in~s on either side. Or
nate Grecian urns flank either side of the central opening of
the portico, while rosettes and cartouche motifs further adorn
the walls. A simpl~ cornice and parapet with turned balusters
comprise the entablature which caps this secti9n, as well as
enci~c1ing the building.

‘J3he wings on either side of this central portion are don—
mated by tripartite mullion windows with transoms and nine
lights per sash. The entablature over these windows is com—
posed of a cornice supported by consoles. Below these windows
are groups of six doors through which the stair hall on the
south end and company offices on the north end are entered.
The adjoining wings which terminate the facade composition
possess Roman fluted Doric pilasters- and decorative cast iron
spandrels with festoor~ and -cartouche motifs. -

The north and south facades of the terminal building are
rather flat planes, contrasting with the undulations of advan
cing and receding planes of the east front. Only large double
windows with horizontal lintels and decorative supporting con
soles, along with a finely detailed cast iron marquee over the
carriage entrance on the north facade, diminish the severity
of the brick walls. The west facade, or track side, has its
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symmetrical configuration complicated by the existance of a
concourse and midway over the ten platform tracks. Windows
appear •in groups of two and four in random fashion, further
diminishing the symmetrical quality of the scheme.

The plan of the building is perhaps its most significant
architectural’feature. The architect provided for a separa
tion of functions in an endeavor to increase the efficiency
of circulation. The first floor was designed to accomodate
ticket and baggage handling facilities. A large semicircular
ticket kiosk with fourteen windows occupied the space between
the two central entrances. The baggage room occupied the op—
posite (west) end of the ticket lobby. The carriage entrance
with its ornate marquee was housed in the north end along with
the hospital and other offices. The south end of this level
accomodated the stairs to the second level and the family wait
ing room. Patrons could by—pass the ticket lobby and baggage
room completely by taking the stairs directly to the train gates.

The major visual feature of the second floor is the main
waiting room, which occupies a central location. This room
measures 70 by 132 feet with a ceiling height of 48 feet. High
arched windows line the side and end walls, and the space is
spanned by a vaulted ceiling. Wall surfaces are of buff
colored brick with terra cotta Corinthian pilaster capitals
and bases. The ceiling treatment is of creme—colored plaster
from which the four cast iron chandeliers with incandescent
bulbs are suspended. Furnishings consist of sixteen double
wooden benches flanked by radiators in cast iron grilles.
The floor surface is of buff—colored terra cotta tiles while
the door and window frames are of cast iron with moulded
decorative ornamentation. An information kiosk constructed
of brick and cast iron with a marble counter top occupies the
space between the stair hail and men’s smoking room on the
south wall.

Surrounding the general waiting room are several smaller
waiting areas for specific groups. Along the eastern front
of the waiting room is a high portico which overlooks Ferris
Plaza. The ceiling is vaulted like that of the waiting room,
while cast iron light fixtures with alabaster shades adorn
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the walls. Dining facilities occupy much of the northern end
of the second floor.. Counter tops, wainscoting, and base
boards of Verde antique and white marble add elegance and
refinement to the coffee shop and dining room. Coffered
ceilings with skylights further embellish these rooms.

The stairway at the southern end leads directly to the
“passenger midway”, an enclosed passageway extending over the
tracks from which the gates opened onto the stairways that
led to the individual platforms. A transition circultation
area was provided between the midway and the coffee shop in
the form of a concourse along the west side of the station,
overlooking the tracks.

The third level of the building was occupied by the
Union Terminal Company offices and other facilities for
many years. This floor occupies the space on both the north
and south ends of the station on either side of the waiting
room.

Major interior renovations were made to the depot between
1947 and 1950 by the Fort Worth architect Wyatt C. Hedrick.
The most extensive adaptations were the closing of the main
waiting room and dining room facilities on the second floor,
the conversion of the passenger midway and concourse into
offic~s, the construction of a tunnel beneath the tracks and
connecting the platforms with the street level entrance, the
conversion of the family waiting room on the first floor into
a taxi arrival area, and the renovation of the ticket lobby
into the main waiting room and coffee shop area.~

The station has recently been renovated to accomodate
Amtrak as well as “Surtran” bus passengers. Only the western
most “butterfly” platform shed remains to accomodate the two
remaining tracks. The other four sheds and the eight tracks
they served, along with the passenger midway, have been razed
for safety reasons. Future plans will involve the restoration
of the grand second floor waiting room into a hotel lobby to
accomodate two interconnecting high—rise hotels, and the con
version of the rest of the facility into an inter—modal trans
portation center.
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The Dallas Union Terminal building is one of the finest —~

examples of the Beaux—Arts Classical. style in Texas. The
building is significant not only for the excellence in its
craftsmanship and detailing, but also for its representation
of how Beaux—Arts Classicism was interpreted in Texas after
its prime popularity on the East and West Coasts. Built at
a time when railroad travel was at its peak, the station was
used to capacity only prior to 1920 and during World War II.
Despite its infrequent use over the last decade, the facility
remains virtually intact today.

During the years prior to the construction of a passenger
facility for all of Dallas’ railroads, .the city was served b~
nine lines using five depots. Preliminary studies for a single
station began in 1906, leading to a proposal ~or two stations
to accomodate all the railroads except the St. Louis South
western. The citizens of Dallas, which numbered..140,oQo,. dis
approved of this plan, and in 1912 the Union Terminal Company
was organized to construct a single facility. Stock in the
compary was owned equally by the member railroads: the Gulf,
Colorado, and Santa Fe; the Chicago, Rock Island & Gulf; the
Missouri, Kansas, & Texas, the St. Louis, San Francisco &
Texas; the Houston & Texas Central; the St. Louis Southwestern;
the Trinity & Brazos Valley; and the Texas & Pacific. The
Texas & New Orleans Railroad also entered the terminal as a
tenant line.

Mr. Jarvis Hunt of Chicago was commissioned as the ar—
chitect for the project. Cbie~ .en~ix~eer~ of the Union Terjninal
Company was Mr. C. H.~ Dana, while Mr. F. D. Griffin was the
engineer of outside construction. Enginee.r of buildings was
Mr. W. P. Weathers, who worked in conjunction with Mr. J. W.
Thompson of St. Louis, general railroad contractor. Construc
tion began in March, 1914, and the terminal opened to passen—
gers on October 8, 1916. An official opening was held six
days later on the opening day of the State Fair of Texas in Dallas.
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At that time the station handled 85 trains per day.
The site chosen for the facility was Previously Occupied

by a flour mill, grain elevator, and several warehouses. Due
to its close proximity to the Trinity River, a passenger tunnel
connecting the waiting areas to the platforms could not be built.
Consequently, a “passenger midway” was built over the tracks
connecting the second floor waiting room with the platforms.
This design proved to be Unsatisfactory with the general pub
lic, and in 1947, a new tunnel was built beneath the tracks
after the construction of the Trinity River levee.

After World War II, Dallas Union Terminal experienced
the same decline in passenger traffic as did other large rail
road stations. In an effort to compensate for the traffic
decline, the Dallas Times Herald launched a campaign to reno
vate the station. The Fort Worth architect Wyatt C. Hedrick
was employed as the architect for the renovation, with A. J.
Rife in charge of the construction work. With the new tunnel
completed, the second floor waiting room and dining facilities
were no longer needed and were therefore closed. A new wait—
ing room and coffee shop replaced the former ticket lobby on
the first floor. In spite of the efforts to attract more pas
sengers, traffic continued to decline until by the mid—1960’s,
such famous trains as the Southern Pacific’s “Sutibeam,” the
Katy’s’ “Texas Special”, and the Texas & Pacific’s “Sunshine
Special” were mere memories of railroading history. April 8,
1969, saw the last Texas & Pacific “Eagle” pull out of thee
station, representing an end to private railroad. passenger
operation at Dallas Union Terminal.

In 1972, the City of Dallas purchased the station build
ing, leaving control of freight tracks and some related facil—
ities to the dwindling Union Terminal Company which finally
dissolved in March, 1974. A major restoration was begun in
January, 1974, in anticipation of Amtrak’s renewing service
to the station. The official dedication of the new Dallas
Transportation Center was held on March 14, 1974, with pas
senger service provided by Amtrak and Surtran buses to the
new Dallas—Fort Worth Regional Airport. Current proposals

.1
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are to preserve the station structure with minor modifications
in order to accornodate a 210 million dollar development project
undertaken by Hunt Investment Corporation. The project as
proposed would include a luxury hotel, shopping mall, and
entertainment facilities on fifty—three acres of the old Union
Terminal Company property. The second floor of the station
would serve as lobby space for the project while the City
of Dallas would retain the rights to the ground floor.
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