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Background

• The Office of Homeless Solutions briefed the
City Council on April 17, and May 15, 2019

• City Council gave direction to establish a new
use to allow the opportunity to provide
temporary emergency shelter for the homeless
during times of severe temperatures
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Issue

• As referenced in the briefing to City Council
from OHS, the number of unsheltered
homeless has increased by 9% from 2018 to
2019 and emergency shelter beds are at full
capacity
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Issue

• Currently, temporary shelters are not allowed
• The use overnight general purpose shelter

allows for emergency lodging, but is prohibited
to occur in churches, schools, and residential
districts

• Organizations who want to house the
homeless during times of severe weather are
not legally allowed to do so
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Proposal

• Amend Chapters 51 and 51A of the Dallas
Development Code to define and establish
regulations for a new use called temporary
inclement weather shelter

• The Office of Homeless Solutions is creating a
new chapter in Dallas City Code

• The use temporary inclement weather shelter
will comply with the regulations within the new
chapter
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Proposal

• A temporary inclement weather shelter is an
overnight general purpose shelter as defined
in Section 51A-205(2.1) that operates during
times of inclement weather in an inclement
weather period
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Proposal

• Inclement weather is defined as times when
temperatures are forecasted to be below 36
degrees Fahrenheit, or when temperatures are
forecasted to be above 100 degrees
Fahrenheit during the day with evening
temperatures above 80 degrees Fahrenheit
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Proposal

• Inclement weather period is defined as the
period of time from December 1, to March 1,
or from June 1, to September 1
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Proposal

• This use is only operational during an
inclement weather period in a qualifying time
of inclement weather

• This use is not operational for the entire inclement
weather period

• Qualifying times of inclement weather will be
determined by the entity named in the new chapter
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Proposal
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Example of Inclement Weather (December 1 – March 1)



Proposal

• This use is to be allowed by right in all
districts, except Parking (P), in conjunction
with a Certificate of Occupancy for a
nonresidential use

• This ensures that temporary inclement weather
shelters are not allowed in structures functioning as
residential uses
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Proposal

• The maximum number of overnight guests
permitted under this use is 20

• One bed must be provided per overnight guest
• This use must adhere to and follow:

• All fire and building codes
• The regulations within the new chapter

• This use must be spaced at least 1,000 feet away
from another temporary inclement weather shelter
and any other overnight general purpose shelter

• This provision will prevent the concentration of shelters
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Proposal

• A temporary certificate of occupancy will be
required to operate this use

• These temporary certificates of occupancy will
be valid until the end of the current inclement
weather period if issued during an inclement
weather period, or until the end of the next
inclement weather period if the temporary
certificate occupancy is issued outside of an
inclement weather period 13
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Proposal

• The Office of Homeless Solutions is creating a
new chapter that will give regulations and
compliance for this use.

19



Temporary Inclement Weather Shelters

Nathan Warren
Senior Planner
Sustainable Development 
& Construction Department

Zoning Ordinance Advisory 
Committee (ZOAC)
June 20, 2019

DCA189-005


	Temporary Inclement Weather Shelters
	Background
	Issue
	Issue
	Proposal
	Proposal
	Proposal
	Proposal
	Proposal
	Proposal
	Proposal
	Proposal
	Proposal
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Proposal
	Temporary Inclement Weather Shelters

