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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Agenda

 Public Hearing Logistics and Notifications
 Review of Public Hearing Content 
 Relationship between Dallas Floodway Project 

(Floodway) and Trinity Parkway Project (Parkway) 
Planning Processes

 Next Steps
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Public Hearing Logist ics

 Thursday, April 24, 2014
 Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center Arena
 Open house from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM
 Presentation begins promptly at 7:00 PM
 20 minute recess
 Public comments
 To be included in the record, all comments must be 

received or postmarked on or before Monday, May 
5, 2014
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Public Comment Process

 Elected officials or representatives from local 
governments will be allowed to provide a 
statement

 Speakers will be called based on returned 
speaker forms

 Following registered speakers, unregistered 
speakers will be allowed an opportunity to 
comment
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Public Hearing Notif ica t ions

 Publication of notices of availability and public 
hearing:
– Federal Register,  Friday 3/21/2014
– Texas Register, Friday 3/21/2014
– Al Dia, Saturdays 3/22, 3/29, 4/5 and 4/12/2014 

(w/display ad)
– Dallas Weekly, Thursday 3/27, 4/3, 4/10 and 4/17/2014 

(w/display ad)
– Dallas Morning News, Saturday 3/22, Sunday 3/30, 

Sunday 4/6 and Sunday 4/13/2014 (w/display ad)
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ● 6



● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Public Hearing Notif ica t ions

 Approximately 200 letters and notices mailed March 
18th to local, state and federal officials

 More than 1,900 notices mailed March 19th to 
abutting property owners, commenters on previous 
documents, and community stakeholders

 NTTA customer e-newsletter on March 31st to 728,000 
subscribers (w/link to formal notice)

 Information posted on USACE and TxDOT websites
 NTTA press release two weeks in advance of public 

hearing
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Public Hearing Content

 Study Area
 Purpose of Public Hearing
 Status of the Project
 Project Design
 Environmental Impacts
 Right-of-Way Acquisition and Relocation
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Trini ty Parkway Cor r idor
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Purpose of  Public Hearing

 Inform the public of the status of the planning efforts and 
present evaluations based on studies performed to date

 Describe the proposed project and the alternatives under 
consideration so the public can determine how it may be 
effected

 Provide the public another opportunity for input before 
location and design decisions are finalized

 Develop a record of public views and participation
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Status of the Project
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Trini ty Parkway
National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) Process

 Type of document:  Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

 1999 Notice of Intent and Project Scoping

 2005 Draft EIS (DEIS) evaluated the social, economic, and 
environmental effects of the Trinity Parkway alternatives

 2009 Supplemental Draft EIS (SDEIS) developed in 
cooperation with the USACE to address concerns about 
proposed floodway alternatives
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Trini ty Parkway NEPA Process 
(Cont’d)

 2012 Limited Scope Supplemental (LSS) to the 
Supplemental Draft EIS to evaluate compatibility with 
levee remediation and practicability of Trinity Parkway 
alternatives pursuant to Executive Orders regarding 
floodplains and wetlands

 2014 Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) 
presents the alternatives:
o Design developed to higher level of detail
o Impacts analysis to facilitate environmental 

compliance and mitigation plans
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Agency Coordina tion &
Public Outreach

 Initial public meeting to determine scope of project
(1999)

 Interagency coordination meetings
 Extensive consultation with the USACE
 Public meetings & presentations to local organizations, 

business associations, neighborhood groups, and 
elected officials

 Media outreach, internet website, project newsletters, 
and corridor progress reports

 Public Hearings (2005, 2009, 2012, and 2014)
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

What Happens after  the
Public Hearing?

 Public comment period (ends May 5, 2014)
 Preparation of Public Hearing Summary & Analysis 

Report
 Record of Decision by Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA) (selects an alternative)
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Project Design 
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Trini ty Parkway - Need and Purpose

Lower Stemmons

The “Mixmaster”

The “Canyon”
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

TxDOT 1998 Tr in i ty  Parkway MTIS*
Plan of  Act ion for  the CBD

DART Line to
Carrollton
(Green Line)

Canyon/Mixmaster
Improvements
(Horseshoe Project)  

New Reliever 
Route (Trinity
Parkway)   

Bicycle/Ped
Facilities

Employee Trip 
Reduction

Woodall Rodgers 
to Beckley
Connection
(MHH Bridge)Freeway 

Management

*  Major Transportation Investment Study
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Project  Purpose

 Improve mobility, manage congestion, increase safety, 
and accommodate future travel demands

 Additional Goals
– Minimize the physical, biological, and socio-economic effects 

on the environment
– Provide compatibility with local development plan
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●
21

No Build Under 
Consideration

Project Alternatives

2 Riverside Alternatives 
- 3C & 4B

2 Riverfront (Industrial)
Alternatives - 2A & 2B
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Build Alterna tives

West Dallas

Methodist 
Hospital

Oak 
Cliff

Cadillac 
Heights

Parkland 
Hospital

Stemmons 
Industrial 

District

Design 
District

Downtown
Dallas

South
Dallas

La
Bajada

The 
Bottoms

The 
Cedars 

22



● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

US 75

Dallas North Tollway

Sylvan Ave

Build Alternatives
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Build Alternatives

Comments Applicable to all Build Alternatives:

• All would be designated as controlled-access toll roads

• All would have grade separations at crossings of 
existing highways and streets

• All would have electronic toll collection 

• All would have a posted speed limit of 55 mph

• All would ultimately be configured as six-lane facilities 
throughout… sized for year 2035 traffic
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Alterna tive 2A

2A – Irving/Riverfront (Industrial) Elevated
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Alterna tive 2B

2B – Irving/Riverfront (Industrial) At - Grade
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Alterna tive 3C 

27 27



● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Alterna tive 4B
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

No Build Alterna tive

West Dallas

Methodist 
Hospital

Oak 
Cliff

Cadillac 
Heights

Parkland 
Hospital

Stemmons 
Industrial 

District

Design 
District

Downtown
Dallas

South
Dallas

La
Bajada

The 
Bottoms

The 
Cedars 

29



● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

USACE Design Consulta t ion -
Ongoing

The USACE would have authority under 
33 USC 408 to ensure the proposed 
project would not be injurious to the 
public interest and would not impact the 
flood control benefits provided by the 
Dallas Floodway. If a Build Alternative 
within the Dallas Floodway is selected, 
continued USACE review and approval in 
accordance with Section 408 would be 
required prior to construction. 
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Evalua tion of  the Build Alterna tives

 Method of analysis prescribed by Executive Orders (EO’s)
o EO 11988 – Management of Floodplains

o EO 11990 – Protection of Wetlands

 EO’s limit selection to:  (1) the “practicable” alternative that (2) 
avoids or minimizes harm to floodplains/wetlands;                   
or the No-Build Alternative

 Practicable = “capable of being done” after considering
o Cost, technology, and logistics; and

o Reasonable natural, social, or economic constraints
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Pract icabil i ty Analysis

 Build Alternatives examined independently
 Factual basis - examine design/impacts in light of 16 

factors:
– Section 404/EO Shared Factors

1)    Project costs
2)    Existing technology
3)    Logistics

– Natural Environment Factors
4)    Natural and beneficial values served by floodplains
5)  Waters of the U.S., including wetlands, and water quality
6)  Fish and wildlife habitat values
7)  Conservation
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Pract icabil i ty Analysis
(Cont’d)

– Socioeconomic Factors
8)    Needs and welfare of the community
9)  Economic Impacts
10)  Air quality impacts 
11)  Traffic noise impacts
12)  Impact of floods on human safety 
13)  Risks of implementing the action
14)  Incompatible development
15)  Aesthetics
16)  Historic values
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Conclusion

 Alternative 3C is recommended build alternative for 
further refinements and updated environmental 
impact analysis:
– Developed to a higher level of design detail in the FEIS
– Impacts analysis updated to reflect design refinements and 

facilitate mitigation and environmental compliance

 No-Build Alternative remains under consideration by 
FHWA
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Alterna tive 3C Design Overview
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Alterna t ive
3C

Typical
Sect ions
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Alterna tive 3C
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Alterna tive 3C approaching the 
Continental  Bridge 

Dallas Floodway east levee
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Alterna tive 3C a t
Margaret  Hunt Hil l  Br idge

Flood separation 
wall
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Alterna tive 3C Design Refinements

 Northern Terminus Transition Area
 Southern Terminus Transition Area
 Connection to IH-35E (South R.L. Thornton) via the 

proposed Jefferson Memorial Bridge
 Ramp modifications at the Corinth Street Viaduct
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Design Refinements 
Nor thern Terminus

FEIS incorporates transition area 
previously cleared under
Project Pegasus 
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Design Refinements 
Southern Terminus

SM Wright Project
by TxDOT

Trinity Parkway

Ramps were removed from Trinity
Parkway and added to SM Wright

42



● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Design Refinements 
Houston-Jef ferson Future Jefferson-Memorial Bridge

Original Concept Refined Concept
43



● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Design Refinements 
Corinth-Riverfront

Original Concept

Refined Concept
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Environmental Impacts  
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Environmental Consequences

 Need and Purpose
 Alternatives
 Project Design
 Right-of-Way and Utilities
 Project Cost and Funding
 Displacements and Relocations
 Waters of the US, including Wetlands
 Lakes, Rivers, and Streams
 Water Quality
 Floodplains
 Regional and Community Growth
 Socio-Economic Impacts
 Community Cohesion and Environmental Justice
 Public Facilities and Services
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Environmental Consequences
(Cont’d)

 Parkland
 Threatened/Endangered Species and Wildlife Habitat
 Historic and Archeological Sites
 Aesthetic Considerations
 Topography and Soils
 Prime Farmland Soil Impacts
 Land Use
 Air Quality Assessment
 Mobile Source Air Toxics
 Congestion Management
 Traffic Noise Assessment
 Hazardous Materials
 Construction Impacts 
 Indirect and Cumulative Impacts
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Right-of-Way 
Acquisition and 

Relocation 
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Rela t ionship between Floodway and 
Parkway Planning Processes

 Coordination Checkpoint 1
– USACE completion of Floodway comprehensive analysis 

prior to start of 1st Trinity Parkway FEIS agency review

 Coordination Checkpoint 2
– FHWA publication of Trinity Parkway notices of availability 

and pubic hearing prior to USACE Floodway draft 
environmental impact statement (EIS) public review and 
hearing

 Coordination Checkpoint 3
– Trinity Parkway initial Section 408 approval prior to USACE 

Record of Decision on Floodway EIS
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Rela t ionship between Floodway and 
Parkway Planning Processes
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

Next Steps

 Conduct FEIS public hearing April 24, 2014
 Prepare summary and analysis report programed
 Prepare initial section 408 submittal package
 USACE and safety assurance review (SAR) of initial 

section 408 submittal package
 FHWA record of decision (ROD)
 USACE headquarters review and approval of initial 

Section 408 submittal package
 Prepare Project management plan
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● n o r t h  t e x a s  t o l l w a y  a u t h o r i t y  ●

● provide a safe and reliable toll road system ● increase value 
and mobility options for our customers ● operate the Authority in 

a businesslike manner ● protect our bondholders ● partner to 
meet our region's growing need for transportation infrastructure.
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