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Overview

The City Attorney's Office seeks to amend 

Section  2-20.1 of the Dallas City Code to 

add a Guest Assistant City Attorney Program 

to the Guest Prosecutor Program.
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Municipal Prosecutor Program

The purposes of the Guest Prosecutor 

Program are to:

 to allow attorneys in private law firms to 

obtain   valuable trial experience at the 

municipal court level on a temporary and 

voluntary basis, and

 to provide a public service that benefits 

the City and its citizens. 
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Municipal Prosecutor Program 

The Guest Prosecutor Program has been a 

success since commencing in 2000. 

Several law firms have partnered with the 

City's prosecution office, allowing their junior 

attorneys to try dozens of criminal cases 

before judges and juries. 
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Municipal Prosecutor Program 

• Those volunteer attorneys gained 

priceless experience from trying their first 

cases and arguing in their first hearings.

• The City benefited from having an 

additional attorney work the docket 

because it reduced the time citizens 

spent in court. 
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Guest Assistant City Attorney Program

Due to the success of the Guest Prosecutor 

Program, the CAO wants to expand the 

program to allow guest litigators  to present 

civil cases in district and municipal courts 

and appear before City boards and 

commissions. 
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Guest Assistant City Attorney Program

The proposed purposes of the Guest Assistant 
City Attorney Program are:

 to allow new attorneys in private law firms to 
obtain valuable civil and criminal trial and 
hearing experience at the municipal level on 
a temporary and voluntary basis,

 to allow skilled attorneys in private law firms to 
assist in handling cases in district court on a 
temporary and voluntary basis, and

 to provide a public service that benefits the 
City and its citizens.
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Guest Assistant City Attorney Program

The program’s name will change to Guest 

Assistant City Attorney Program to describe 

both the guest prosecutors and the guest 

litigators that will be serving.
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Guest Assistant City Attorney Program

The amendment would allow the guest attorneys to 
appear and argue before the City’s:

- Hearing Officer’s Court
- Board of Adjustment
- Landmark Commission 
- City Plan Commission
- Municipal Court’s civil dockets, including:

- Urban Rehabilitation (demolition) docket
- Chapter 214 (dangerous structure) docket
- Animal docket

The amendment would also allow the guest attorneys to 
work in district court on code compliance lawsuits.
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Guest Assistant City Attorney Program

 Community prosecutors have used the 

new Chapter 214 docket to seek repairs 

of dangerous structures.

 The community prosecutors’ heavy work 

loads have limited the use of this docket.

 Guest litigators could help community 

prosecutors file many more cases on this 

docket.
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Guest Assistant City Attorney Program

The guest assistant city attorney will:

 be supervised by attorneys in the City 
Attorney’s Office

 be deemed an assistant city attorney for 
purposes of state law and city ordinances 
only while working on City matters

 not be performing legal work for the City 
except as described above

 not be paid
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Guest Assistant City Attorney Program

The guest assistant city attorney must:

 be approved by the city attorney 

 pass a background check

 pass a conflict of interests check

 not owe the City any delinquent taxes, fees, 

charges, or penalties

 comply with the City’s code of ethics 

The attorney’s firm cannot represent any person in 

a lawsuit, claim, or  any other proceeding against 

the City while in the program.
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QUESTIONS? 
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