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Background

• During review of the application to modify the tower/antenna for cellular 
communication use regulations, staff and the Zoning Ordinance 
Committee (ZOC) identified two issues not included in the applicants’ 
requests.

• Zoning Ordinance Committee (ZOC) discussed the item 3 times in March 
and April.

• On April 16, 2015 ZOC recommended approval of the amendments.

• On May 21, 2015 City Plan Commission (CPC) recommended approval.
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Two Issues

1. Specific Use Permit (SUP) Notification – SUP notification areas 
for tower/antennas are often 200 feet from the area of request. 

2. Article XIII – Monopole cellular towers do not comply with Form 
District Open Space development type configurations.
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SUP Notification
Current Code

Application for original SUP [Section 51A-1.105(a)(4)]:
0-1 acre            200 feet
over 1 acre to 5 acres  300 feet
over 5 acres to 25 acres    400 feet
over 25 acres            500 feet

• The SUP area of request for a monopole cell tower is 
often limited to a small lease area (less than an acre) 
within a larger parcel.

• Often, this results in a small notification area where only 
a few land owners are notified of the SUP application.
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SUP Notification
CPC Proposed Amendment

• Send SUP notifications to property owners within 
500 feet of the building site, or platted lot, 
instead of cellular lease area.
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SUP Notification
Current Code vs. Proposed Amendment

200’ from Area of Request 500’ from Building Site
3 owners notified 124 owners notified
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Article XIII
Current Code

• Tower/antenna is listed as a “Utilities” use in Article 
XIII: Form Districts.
– Monopole cellular towers are only allowed by SUP.

• Utilities are only allowed in an “Open Space” 
development type.

• Open Space development types are required to 
comply with certain configurations.
(i.e. Plaza or Esplanade, Square, Green, Neighborhood Park, Tot Lot, 
Community Garden, Landscaped Median, or Greenbelt)
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Article XIII
Proposed Amendment

• Keep tower/antenna as a “Utilities” use.

• Add an alternative configuration type for 

utilities where other regulations (e.g. setbacks, 

landscaping, SUP conditions, etc.) will control.
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Next Steps

• Schedule for City Council Agenda
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Appendix
Form District Current Code:

• Tower/antennas for cellular communication 
are classified as a utility use in the Civic Use 
Category.

Reference Section 51A-13.306(d)(2)(H)
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Appendix
Form District Current Code:

• Utilities are only permitted in an Open Space Development Type

Reference Section 51A-13.306(b)
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Appendix
Form District Current Code:

• Additional regulations limit monopole cellular towers by SUP in 
the WMU and WR districts.
(c) Additional Regulations.

(4) Tower/Antenna for Cellular Communication. 

(A) In General. For tower/antenna for cellular communication uses, the 
provisions of Section 51A-4.212(10.1) apply, except as modified in 
Subparagraphs (B) and (C). 
(B) Mounted Cellular Antennas. 

(i) Permitted by right in the RTN district when attached to an existing structure that is currently 
occupied or was last occupied by a nonresidential use. 

(ii) Permitted by right in a WMU or WR district when attached to any existing structure. 

(C) Monopole and Other Cellular Towers. 
(i) Not permitted in the RTN district. 

(ii) Permitted by specific use permit in a WMU or WR district

Reference Section 51A-13.306(c)(4)
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Appendix
Form District Current Code:

Reference Section 51A-13.304(k)
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Appendix
Form District Current Code:

Reference Section 51A-13.304(k)(4)
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Appendix
Form District Current Code:

Reference Section 51A-13.304(k)(5)
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Appendix
Form District Current Code:

Reference Section 51A-13.304(k)(5)

Proposed 
Amendment
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