
Memorandum 

oATE August 21, 2015 CITY OF DALLAS 

To The Honorable Members of the Transportation and Trinity River Project Committee: Lee M. Kleinman 
(Chair), Deputy Mayor Pro Tern Erik Wilson (Vice-Chair), Sandy Greyson, Mayor Pro Tern Monica R. 
Alonzo, Adam Medrano, and Casey Thomas II 

suBJEcT D-2 Locally Preferred Alignment Selection 

On Monday, August 24, 2015, you will be briefed on the D-2 Locally Preferred Alignment Selection. The 
briefing materials are attached for your review. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

Theresa O'Donnell 
Chief Planning Officer 

c: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
A.C. Gonzalez, City Manager 
Warren M.S. Ernst, City Attorney 
Craig D. Kinton, City Auditor 
Rosa A. Rios, City Secretary 
Daniel F. Solis, Administrative Judge 
Ryan S. Evans, First Assistant City Manager 
Eric D. Campbell, Assistant City Manager 

Jill A. Jordan, P.E., Assistant City Manager 
Mark McDaniel, Assistant City Mangager 
Joey Zapata, Assistant City Manager 
Jeanne Chipperfield, Chief Financial Officer 
Sana Syed, Public Information Officer 
Elsa Cantu, Assistant to the City Manager- Mayor & Council 
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Purpose of Presentation

• Provide input to the Transportation and Trinity River
Project Committee (TTRPC) on the selection of a Locally
Preferred Alternative for a second Downtown light rail
alignment (D2)

• Discuss potential issues for DART to address through
refinement and more detailed design of the Local
Preferred Alternative

• Provide a draft Council Resolution for TTRPC 
consideration
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D2 Background
• DART initiated an Alternatives Analysis (AA) and

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process for D2 in
Summer 2007 and conducted stakeholder and
community engagement throughout this process.

• On August 10, 2015, DART presented a summary of the
alternatives analysis to TTRPC, and recommended the
B4 alignment as the local preferred alternative.

• Downtown Dallas Inc. has endorsed the B4 alignment in
concept (letter attached).

• Greater Dallas Planning Council has endorsed the B4
alignment (letter attached).
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D2 Background (continued)

• Through the AA / DEIS process, DART has advanced
the alternative alignments under consideration to
the two percent design stage (approximate).

• Once a local preferred alternative is selected, DART
would proceed with further refinement and
detailed design, providing additional opportunities
for community engagement, stakeholder
involvement and City Council input.
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Why is City Council action needed 
now? 
• Window of opportunity for DART to pursue Federal

Capital Investment Grant Program funds for D2
implementation as a Core Capacity project.

• City of Dallas endorsement of a locally preferred
alignment would significantly strengthen DART’s
grant application.

5



D2 Alignments Under Consideration

B7 Family

C3 Family

B4 Family
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B7 Family of Alternatives

Group of alignments along the Commerce Street
corridor:

• Serves existing Downtown population centers

• Does not significantly expand service to new areas and
destinations

• Creates limited new transit-oriented development
opportunities
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C3 Family of Alternatives

Group of alignments along existing DART right-of-way to
Union Station and along the Young/Marilla corridor:

• Does not serve existing Downtown population centers

• Expands service to some new areas and destinations and
creates some new transit-oriented development
opportunities

• Union Station offered the potential for a major Downtown
transit hub associated with High Speed Rail (HSR)

• However, Texas Central Railway’s preferred HSR station
options near the Convention Center Station minimizes this
consideration
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B4 Family of Alternatives

Group of alignments along the Lamar corridor and
the Young/Marilla corridor:

• Serves existing Downtown population center

• Expands service to significant new areas and 
destinations 

• Creates new transit-oriented development opportunities
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Alternative B4
Lamar-Young With Phase 1

and Modified Jackson Alignment
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Specific B4 Alignment Considerations

• Performs well relative to the FTA Core Capacity
criteria

• Among the least expensive alignments under
consideration

• A property owner has articulated concerns about
potential property impacts (letter attached)
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Key Considerations Going Forward

• Urban design considerations:
• Thoughtful integration of rail within street rights-of-way
• Transition from at-grade to below grade
• Location and design of stations

• Impact on adjacent properties:
• Minimizing negative impacts
• Maximize transit-oriented development opportunities

• Preserve funding for D2 extension to connect with
future High Speed Rail

• Preserve options for Blue, Red, Green, Orange and
other future lines to flexibly use the D2 alignment in
the future
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Next Steps

• Take action on a Council Resolution endorsing a locally
preferred alignment in concept and articulating key
priorities and considerations for further design of the
alignment

• Revisit the Master Inter-Local Agreement with DART to
ensure clarity with regard to expectations for a future
Downtown subway

• The D2 Alignment will be brought back for future
Council consideration with regard to use of City rights-
of-way and use of eminent domain to acquire property
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Proposed Schedule

• August 24, 2015 – TTRPC action on a Council Resolution

• August 25, 2015 – Proposed DART Board action on
Local Preferred Alternative;

• September 9, 2015 – Proposed City Council action on
resolution;

• September 2015 – DART application submittal to FTA
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Appendix

• Appendix A Draft Council Resolution

• Appendix B DART D2 Briefing to TTRPC – August 10, 
2015

• Appendix C Stakeholder Letters

• Appendix D DART Response to TTRPC questions
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Draft Resolution 

August 21, 2015 
 

 
WHEREAS, on February 27, 1990, a Master Interlocal Agreement was executed 
between Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) and the City of Dallas including language 
stating that a subway remains the City’s preferred solution for light rail transit passing 
through the Dallas Central Business District (CBD) and requiring DART to begin 
planning for a subway within the CBD when certain stated capacity triggers are met; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, DART has subsequently proposed the Downtown Second Light Rail 
Alignment (D2) as a reliever route to Bryan/Pacific CBD Transit Mall to ensure long term 
light rail transit service reliability, operational flexibility, and system capacity, as well as 
enhanced Downtown circulation and economic development; and 
 
WHEREAS, in May 2007, in anticipation of pursuing federal funding, DART initiated an 
Alternatives Analysis (AA) and Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) process in 
accordance with federal guidelines, to identify and evaluate alternative D2 alignments, 
and has conducted extensive stakeholder and community engagement through this 
process; and 
 
WHEREAS, the AA/DEIS was published by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) in 
March 2010 and was circulated for a 45-day public comment period, wherein comments 
included examination of additional alternatives; and 
 
WHEREAS, the AA process was reinitiated in 2013 to evaluate and advance alternative 
alignments to the two percent design stage and is concluded by selection of a Local 
Preferred Alternative, leaving more detailed design and alignment refinement to 
subsequent phases of the design process; and 
 
WHEREAS, Texas Central Railway, a private Texas based company, is proposing inter-
city high speed rail service between Dallas-Fort Worth and Houston, with a potential 
Downtown high speed rail station in the vicinity of the Dallas Convention Center; and  
 
WHEREAS, providing convenient linkage between a Downtown high speed rail station 
and local and regional DART light rail service will be critical to take advantage of transit-
oriented development opportunities associated with a well-connected inter-city high 
speed rail station; and 
 
WHEREAS, on August 4, 2015, Downtown Dallas Inc., representing major 
development, corporate and community interests in Downtown, articulated a preference 
for the B4 alignment in concept, while calling for close attention to detailed design 
decisions during further development of the preferred alignment in order to minimize 
temporary impacts and property takings on adjacent properties, maximize station area 
development potential, and ensure quality and beauty of the streetscape environment; 
and 
 



Draft Resolution 

August 21, 2015 
 

WHEREAS, on August 10, 2015, DART staff briefed the Dallas City Council 
Transportation and Trinity River Committee on D2, providing an update on the 
evaluation of alternative alignments, and identifying a window of opportunity for a 
Federal Transit Administration Capital Investment Grant for implementation of D2 as a 
Core Capacity project; and 
 
WHEREAS, based on DART’s evaluation, the B4 alternative with potential alignment 
modifications that may further reduce impacts provides the best balance between 
serving existing Downtown population centers, generating new ridership, creating 
opportunities for future transit-oriented development, limiting cost, and meeting the 
Federal Transit Administration grant criteria for Core Capacity; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Dallas City Council resolution endorsing a preferred D2 alignment would 
significantly strengthen DART’s application for a Federal Capital Investment Grant; Now 
Therefore, 
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DALLAS: 
 
SECTION 1.  In consideration of taking timely advantage of the FTA Capital Investment 
Grant opportunity within the 2017 federal funding cycle, the Dallas City Council 
endorses the B4 alternative in concept with additional consideration of potential 
alignment modifications as shown in EXHIBIT 1 as the preferred D2 alternative with the 
understanding that DART will address the following City priorities during future detailed 
design of the alignment: 
 

(a) Integration of the at-grade light rail line within street rights-of-way will be 
designed and constructed in a manner that enhances the quality of the street 
environment through balanced consideration of multimodal accessibility to 
adjacent buildings and development sites. 

 
(b) Sufficient engineering analysis will be undertaken during the design process to 

study and take into consideration the impact of train operations on street-level 
traffic operations. 
 

(c) Alternative locations of the transition from at grade to below grade rail will be 
examined to optimize development potential on adjacent property, and to 
minimize street closures. 
 

(d) The alignment will be refined to minimize to the extent feasible negative impacts 
on adjacent properties. 
 

(e) A minimum of five new stations will be added in order to maximize transit 
oriented development potential. 

 



Draft Resolution 

August 21, 2015 
 

(f) Necessary planning and design will be undertaken to maximize the flexibility of 
D2 to accommodate to the extent possible operation of all lines through 
Downtown, and to preserve the option for future extension of the D2 alignment or 
other appropriate linkages to connect to the Red and Blue line alignment south of 
Downtown. 

 
SECTION 2.  That the D2 alignment will be brought back for Council approval, once the 
FTA Project Development phase (ten percent design stage) is complete and prior to 
incorporation of the alignment into the DART Service Plan under section 452.304 of the 
Texas Transportation Code, with regard to integration of the at-grade light rail line within 
street rights-of-way and the analysis of impacts on adjacent properties. 
 
SECTION 3.  That the Dallas City Council recommends that funding be set aside in 
DART’s financial plan in a timely manner to enable construction of an extension of the 
D2 alignment to serve future high speed rail and the Convention Center station. 
 
SECTION 4.  That the Dallas City Council endorsement of the B4 alternative with 
potential alignment modifications does not in any way alter DART’s commitment per the 
Master Interlocal Agreement to build a subway within the CBD when stated capacity 
triggers are met. 
 
SECTION 5.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its 
passage in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of Dallas, and it is 
accordingly so resolved. 
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