
OFFICIAL ACTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF DALLAS, TEXAS 

Meeting of __ M_a.:_y_7_.;_, _1-'9_7;._3 ____ _ 

It was moved by D=puty Mayor Pro Tern Smith and seconded 
by Mayor Pro Tem Allen that a Special Meeting of the 
City Council be set for 11:30 a.m., Thursday, May 10, 
1973, in the Council Cha~ber of the City Hall for the 
purpose of considering amendn1ents to Ordinance No. 14085 
which called a Special Election to be held on June 12, 1973, 
for the purpose of submitting stated proposistions to amend 
the City Charter of the City of Iallas. Motion unanimously 
carried. 

Harold G. Shank 
City Secretary 



OFFICIAL ACTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF DALLAS, TEXAS 

Meeting of May 10, 1973 

The City Attorney presented a proposed ordinance whicp fgul~.~e~ t 
Ordinance No. 14085, Chapter III, Sections 2 and 5,J<±equi~i~~y r er 
Council vacancies occurring within one year from an election be 
filled by Special Election rather than by a vote of the Council. 

It was moved by Councilman Weber and seconded by Councilman Gilmore 
that the City Council vote whether or not this matter would be placed 
in the Ordinance calling the election of June 12, 1973. 

ROLL CALL ON MOTION: 
Aye - Aguirre, Gilmore, Harris9n, Murr, Patterson, Stoney, 

Terrell, Weber, Wise 
Nay - Allen, Smith 
Mayor declared motion carried. 
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It was moved by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Gilmore 
that the proposed contract maximum of $50,000 to,be authorized by 
the City Manager be inserted in the ordinance calling the City Charter 
election of June 12, 1973. 

ROLL CALL ON MOTION: 
Aye - Gilmore, Murr, Smith, Storey - 4 
Nay - Aguirre, Allen, Harrison, Patterson, Terrell, Weber, 

Wise - 7 
Mayor declared motion failed. 

The City Attorney presented the proposed ordinance with the following 
caption: 

11 ORDINANCE NO. 14o96 

11An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 14085 of the City of Tu.llas, 
adopted by the City Council on April 30, 1973; providing an effective 
date for the proposed City Charter Amendments concerning the election 
of the City Council; providing a proposed Charter amendment concerning 
fill of vacancies in the City Council; providing corresponding ballot 
propositions; clarifying language in certain other ballot propositions; 
providing a savings clause; and providing an effective date. 11 

It was moved by Councilman Storey and seconded by Councilman Gilmore 
that the ordinance pass. 

ROLL CALL ON MOTION: 
Aye - Aguirre, Gilmore, Harrison, Murr, Patterson, Smith, Storey, 

Terrell, Weber, Wise - 10 
Nay - Allen 1 

Carried - ordinance passed. 

~~~~ 



, . 

ORDINANCE NO. 

An Ordinance anending Ordinance No. 14085 of the City of Dallas, adopted by 

the City Council on.April 30, 1973; providing an effective date for the pro

posed City Charter Amendments concerning the e 1 ecti on of the City Council ; 

pro vi di~g a_ propose~ Charter amend~nt concemi ng fi 11 i ng of vacancies in 

the City C.ouncil; amending the proposed Charter airendment concerning approval 

of contracts by the City_ Council; providing corresponding ballot propositions;· 

clarifying language in certain other ballot propositions; providing a savings 

clause; and providing an effective date. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DALLAS: 

SECTION 1. That SECTION 1 of Ordinance No. 14085 of .the City of Dallas, 

adopted by the City Council on April 30, 1973, is amended by amending only 

Sections 1, 2 and 17 of Chapter III and Section 2 of Chapter XXVII of the 

proposed City Charter amendments to read as follows: 

. . 
CHAPT_ER III 

Sect.ion 1 

"Section 1. COMPOSITION OF COUNCIL -- hl Except as othen,ise provided 
by the Charter of the City of Dallas, all powers conferred on the City shall 
be exercised by a City Council to be composed of thirteen (13) [e+eYeR-f++~] 
members, nominated and elected in the manner hereinafter provided unless 
othen1ise required [p~ev~eee] by law. The members of th-e City Council shall 
be elected by the qualified voters of the entire City or by the qualified 
voters residin in a articular District as rovided in Chapter IV of this 
Charter, and they sha each e elected for a tenn of two 2 years. The 
Counci 1 members so elected shall take office on the first Monday in May suc
ceeding the election and they shall serve until their respective successors 
shall have been elected and shall have qualified. [~PeYieea,-heweYeP;-tha~ 
1:1~eA-the-aEleJ:1tleA-ef-thls-a1MeRemeRtT-tlte-J:t1Des-eAt-6et:tAe~+-sha++-aJ:l~ei-Rt-the 
fi,pst-~e-far-aeei,t~eRa+-6et:Htei,+-lfeff!Sel'IS-WA8-SAa++T-Wlth-the-j:lPeSeRt-6etfR8l+FReRy 
sePYe-t1Atl+-the-Re,tt-eRStttR§-6i~y-6eAeJtat-EleetieR-aAEi-t1AU+-tl:tei-P-FeSJ:}ee~iye 
stteeesseps,-slta++-have-&eeft-etee~ee-aAEl-sha+'t-haYe-EJttali-'fi-eer-lke,ea'fteJt-, 
el-eYeR-f+l~-Gettftett-FReffl&el's-sha++-ee-e+eet:ee-hteRAtal+y~] · 

CHAPTER III 

Section 2 

"Sec. 2. MAYOR'S ELECTION ANO DUTIES -- The person elected as member of 
City Council, Place No. 13, [H·] shall be the presiding officer and the Mayor 
of the City of Dallas. He shall have a vote on all matters coming before the 
Counci 1 unless otherwise disqualified, but no power to veto. He s ha 11 be 
the official head of the City Government. [FeP-tRe-J:}t1PJ:lese-ef-e+eetiA§ 
a-HayeP-t1RaeP-thls-seetteRT-thi-s-affieA.Elffle,re-skall-eeeeme-efFeeti-ve-0R-~Ae 
fi-l"St-+t1esaay-ef-AJ:1Pil 1 -+969,-aAa-the-~ayeP-se-e+eetee-ska++-ta~e-efflee 
eR-the-fi-Pst-~eAeay-iR-May-ReMt-sYeeeeatR~~--in-eke-eveRt-a-YaeaRey 
eeet:11"S-tR-tAe-efii-ee-ef-1:he-HayeP-~y-Eleaeh,.-Pesi-§Rati-eR-eP-eeAeJCWi-sey-t:heR 
tRe-6iey-6ettfteil--ska+l--Hl-l--H~e-1:u~e,t~tPe~-~el"fft-ef-the-HayeP-ey-a~~ei-ftH·R, 
a-q~ati-Fie~-ei-ti?eft-ee-fil-l--the-vaeafte-~laeeT]" 
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CHAPTER III 

Section 17 

"Sec. 17. PROHIBITING HOLDING OR RUNNING FOR OTHER OFFICE -- (a) No 
person elected to the City Council, shall during the tenn for whichhewas 
elected, be appointed to any office ·or position of emolument in the service 
of the .City. If [a-RelflaeP-ef-~he-6e~Reil,] a member of any Board appointed 
by the Council or any appointive officer [eP-effl~leyee] of the City shall · 
become .. _a -candidate for nomination or election to any public office, [e'l;he-P 
tkaR-wReR-see~tR~-,e-eleetteR-te-~ke-6tty-6e~Aet+~] he shall imnediately 
forfeit his place or position with the City. 

b A member of the Cit Council shall forfeit his lace on the Council 
if he beco~s a can 1date for nomination or election to any publ1c office other 
than a Place on the City Council, or if he becomes a candidate for election to 
any different Place on the City Council which requires him to take office prior 
to the end of his elective tenn. · 

c If an em lo ee of the Cit shall become a candidate for nomination 
or el ect1 on to any e ectlVe public office wi th1 n Dall as County; or elect1Ve 
p~blic off1ce in,another ~ou~ty \·1ithin the Stat~, havin~ contractual relations 
w1 th the c1 ty, d1 rect or 1nd1 rect; or any el ect1 ve pub 11 c off1 ce which wou 1 d 
conflict with his position as an employee -of the City, he shall immediately 
forfeit ·his pl ace or position with the City. 11 

CHAPTER XXVII 

Sectio~ 2 
' 

"Sec. 2. CONTRACT LETIING -- All City contracts calling for or requiring 
the expenditure or payment of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) or more, creating 
or imposing an obligation or liability of any nature or character upon the 
City, must first be submitted for competitive bids. Such bids shall be based 
upon plans and specifications prepared for that purpose. Notice of the time 
and place when and where such contract shall be let shall be published in 
a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Dallas once a week for two · 
(2) consecutive weeks prior to the time set for letting such contract, the 

.date of the first publication to be at least fourteen (14) days prior to the 
date .set for letting said contract. Such contract shall be let to the lowest 
responsible bidder. A contract for $50,000.00 or less may be let to the lowest 
bidder without Cit Council ao roval under rules established b the Cit. Council.. 

contract et to other t an the O\'les t b1 er or a con tract ror more t an 
$50,000.00 shall be first ap roved b the Cit Council. The City Council 
shall ave the right to reject any an al bids. The City in the first instance 
may elect to perfonn the work involved by its own forces or by day labor, 
or if such contract is let for bids and all are rejected, the City may either 
re-advertise for competitive bidding or may thereafter perfonn such work with 
i ~ own forces or by day labor. 11 

SECTION 2. That SECTION l of Ordinance No. 14085 of the City of Dal las, 

adopted by th~ City .Council on April 30, 1973, is amended by adding to the 

proposed City Charter· amendments, an amendment to Section 5 of Chapter III 

of the ~ity Charter, to .read as follows: · . 
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CHAPTER III 

Section 5 

"Sec. 5. VACANCIES IN THE CITY COUNCIL -- HOW FILLED -- _{& Vacancies 
which occur in the City Council one ear or more after the date of the reced-
ing General -City Election, but where the same do not exceed four at any 
one time, shall be filled by a majority vote of the remaining rrembers of the 
Council, and the persons chosen [eteetea] to fill such vacancies shall serve 
only until the next General City Election. 

b Vacancies which occur in the Cit Council in less than one ear from 
the date o the recedin Genera Cit Election, or vacanc1es w 1c excee 
four 4 WReFe-mePe-~RaR-fBijP- 4 -vaeaAeles-sAa++-eeve+e~ at any one-time, 
shall be filled by [theR-~Re-6tty-6e~Aetl-sha+~-ea++] a Special Election 
called by the City Council to elect the successors to fill the vacancies for 
the unexpired terms. At its next re ular meetin followin the occurrence 
of such vacancies, the City Counci shall issue the Ca sRa - e-TSSije 
ey-tke-6l~y-6e~Reli-a~-tts-ReMt-Pe§~+aP-ii;eettA§-thet"eafteP] for a Special 
Election to be held not less than forty (40) days nor more than ninety (90) 
[siMty-f68t] days after the date of calling the same. · : 

c Where more than four . 4· vacancies [tf-s~eh-Yaeanei-es-sha++] occur 
within n1net 90 StMty- 69 days before a General City Election, [theR] 
no Specia Elect1on to fill such vacancies shall be called, but in that event 
the remaining menDers of the Council shall, by a majority vote, fill such 
vacancies, and the persons so chosen [e+ee1:ee] shall serve only until the · 
next General City Election. [wheR-sYeh-YaeaRei-es-shaH-t,e-ii-++ee;-as-:i-R-lhe 
ease,-ef-aR-ePi-,i-Ra+-el-ee1:i-e,h·] . • 

1 d An vacanc , whether filled b a majorit vote of the remaininq 
members of the Council, or by Spec1al Election, sha l be fi led by a person 
meeting all eligibility requirements for a candidate for the Place Number in 
which the vacancy has occurred. 11 

. 
1 SECTION 3. That SECTION 6 of Ordinance No. 14085 of the City of Dal las, . 

adopted by the City Council on April 30, 1973, is amended by amending only 
i 

ball~t PROPOSITION NUMBERS THREE, FIVE, THIRTY-TWO, and THIRTY-SEVEN, and by 

adding a new ballot PROPOSITION NUMBER FOUR A to read as follows: 

PROPOSITION NUMBER THREE 

Shall Chapter III, Sections 1, 2, 3, and 9; Chapter IV, Sections 3, 4, 
5, 6, and 8 of the Charter of the City of Dallas be amended to provide 
for the increase in the number of.City Councilmen to 13 rrembers; to 
provide for the election of eight of said Councilmen from single-member 
districts; to provide for the election of four of said rrembers at-large 
but residing in a combination of two districts for each member; to 
provide for· the dividing o.f the City into districts as census data is 
available; . to provide that the candidates must have resided in the 
district from which they seek election at least six months prior to 
the date of the election and must continuously reside in the district 
during their tenn of office; to provide for the election of the Mayor 
at-large; to provide for the proper designation of the candidates on 
the ballot and the voters who may vote for the same; to provide that 
no rrember of the Council exclusive of the Mayor shall serve more than 
two consecutive elective tenns; to provide for a quorum; to provide 
that these amendments shall become effective the first Tuesday in 
April , 1975-? 

FOR AGAINST 
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PROPOSITION NUMBER FOUR A 

Shall Chapter III, Section 5 of the Charter of the City of Dallas be 
amended to provide that vacancies in the City Council occurring within 
one year from an election be filled by Special Election; to provide 
that persons fillin.9 vacancies rreet all requirements for candidates in 
a General City Election? 

. . 

FOR AGAINST 

PROPOSITION NUMBER FIVE 

Shall Chapter III, Section 6 of the Charter of the Cjty of Dallas be amended 
to provide that the members of the City Council shall rreet at the building 
designated as the official City Hall for regular rreetings of the Council; to 
provide that the meetings shall be held in the City Council Chamber in such 
building unless postponed or cancelled for valid reasons? 

FOR AGAINST 

. PROPOSITION NUMBER THIRTY-TWO 

Shall Chapter XXI, S·ection 16 of the Charter of the City of Dallas be amended 
to provide that employees or associations of employees in the City may not 
actively participate in City CounciT election campaigns and to provide the 
rules limiting their participation in election campaigns other than for City 
Council? 

FOR AGAINST 

PROPOSITION NUMBER THIRTY-SEVEN 

Shall Chapter XXVII, Section 2 of the Charter of the City of Dallas be amended 
to provide for the acceptance of the lowest bid on contracts under $50,000.00 
by the City Manager under rules set by the Council; to provide that bids other 
than the lowest bid may be accepted only by the City Council? · 

FOR AGAINST 

SECTION 4. That Ordinance No. 14085 of the City of Dallas, as adopted 

by the City Council on April 30, 1973, shall remain in full force and effect. 

save and except as amended herein. 

SECTION 5. That this Ordinance shall take effect immediately from and 
~ 

after its passage in accordance with the provisions of. the Charter of the 

City of Dallas and it is accordingly so ordained. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

~ 
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OFFICIAL ACTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF DALLAS, TEXAS 

Meeting of __ M_a_y_7 __ ,_1_97_3 ____ _ 

Councilman Weber: I 1~ove that Chapter III, Sections 2 and 
5, of the City Charter be amended to require an election in 
the event a Council position is vacated with more than a 
year of the term remaining." Motion seconded by Mayor Pro 
Tem Allen. 

ROLL CALL ON MOTION: 
Aye - Aguirre, Harrison, Murr, Terrell, Weber, Wise - 6 
Nay - Allen, Gilmore, Patterson, Smith, Storey - 5 
Mayor declared motion carried. 

Harold G. Shank 
City Secretary 

HGS:hg 

cc: City Attorney 

•• 

.. 
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NOI'ICE 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DA.LIAS 

WILL HOLD TWO REGULAR MEETINGS THE WEEK 

OF MAY 7, 1973, WITH THE SECOND REGUIAR 

MEETING TO BE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 

AT /J;l. JI O'CLOCK A. M. , THURSDAY, MAY 10, 

1973 FOR THE FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY CHARTER CHANGE 

ELECTION TO BE HELD ON JUNE 12, 1973• 

DATE POSTED: May 7, 1973 
DATE REMOVED: J - ( )-

HAROLD G. SHANK 
CITY SECRETARY 

I 
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