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DOWNTOWN PARKS  
UPDATE 

Dallas Park and Recreation Board Briefing 
October 20, 2016 
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BACKGROUND 

• Downtown Parks 
Overview 

• Carpenter Park 
• Pacific Plaza 
• Harwood Park 
• West End Plaza 
• Next Steps 

 

OUTLINE 
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• The 2004 Downtown Parks Master Plan 
• Updated in 2013 in response to  
 Growing residential population  
 Commercial development which resulted in the loss of potential 

park sites identified in 2004 Master Plan 
 Support for a vibrant downtown 

 

DOWNTOWN PARKS OVERVIEW 
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DOWNTOWN PARKS OVERVIEW 

• Four priority parks 
 Carpenter Park 
 Pacific Plaza 
 Harwood Park 
 West End Plaza 

• Builds on existing system  
of downtown parks 
 Main Street Garden 
 Belo Garden 
 Klyde Warren Park 
 Dealey Plaza 
 City Hall Plaza/Pioneer 

Plaza/Cemetery 

 

 

West End Plaza 

Harwood Park 

Carpenter Park 

Pacific Plaza 



5 5 

5 

DOWNTOWN PARKS OVERVIEW 

DEALEY PLAZA DEALEY PLAZA 
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CARPENTER PARK 

• 8.8 acre park 
• Park and Recreation Department owns entire site 
• Design development process nearing completion  

 Robert Irwin’s Portal Piece (Slice) has been removed and is in storage; design 
reconfiguration currently in process 

 PfDD funding Design Development phase to be completed by December 31, 2016 
 Cost estimated at $930,000 

• Park and Recreation Board review of project development 
• Park and Recreation Board November 5, 2015 

• Carpenter Park Design Development agreement briefed and approved  
 Park and Recreation Board November 19, 2015 
 City Council December 9, 2015  

• Public input meeting May 31, 2016 
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CARPENTER PARK 



8 8 

8 

CARPENTER PARK 
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PACIFIC PLAZA 

• 3.4 acre site 
• Park and Recreation Department owns entire site, including James 

Aston Park 
 Land purchased for $9.1 in partnership with Trust for Public Land between 

2005 and 2008 
 Site would complement existing Aston Park 

• PfDD funded schematic design and Live Oak Street closure traffic 
study 
 $476,000 total 
 Schematic design completed in October 2016 

• Park and Recreation Board review of project development 
 May 22, 2014 and August 7, 2014 
 Approved schematic design agreement June 2, 2016 

• Three public input meetings  
 Two on March 29, 2016 
 September 22, 2016 

 



10 10 

10 

PACIFIC PLAZA 
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PACIFIC PLAZA 
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HARWOOD PARK 

• 3.8 acre site 
• PfDD has acquired 85% of site  

 $11M invested by PfDD and The Decherd Foundation on land acquisitions 

• Ten Eyck Landscape Architects and Quimby-McCoy completed 
conceptual design 
 $235,00 for conceptual design 
 Conceptual design completed in May 2016 

• Preliminary conceptual design presented to Park Board on February 
18, 2016 

• Public input meeting held April 21, 2016 
• Pending DART’s decision on D2 at October 2016 Executive Board 

meeting, next phase of design will begin 
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HARWOOD PARK 
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HARWOOD PARK 
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WEST END PLAZA 

• 0.73 acre site 
• City does not currently own land 
 Site identified in the 2004 Downtown Parks Master Plan  
 $4.6M reserved in 2006 Bond Program for land acquisition for 

607 Corbin Street 
 PfDD has committed to contributing additional funds for land 

acquisition costs if needed 
 Site strongly favored by West End Business Association, 

Downtown Dallas Inc., and the Dallas Innovation Alliance  

• PfDD willing to fund schematic design phase 
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WEST END PLAZA 
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WEST END PLAZA 
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• City Council Bond Program Briefing November 15, 2016 
• Parks for Downtown Dallas (PfDD) $35M in matching 

funds for future 2017 Bond Program commitment 
• Funding available when Park and Recreation 

Department receives match funding in the 2017 Bond 
Program  

• PfDD working with private donors to raise additional 
funds to endow long-term capital improvements and 
repairs 
 

NEXT STEPS 
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