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The Trust for Public Land is a national 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization. Our mission is to protect land and create 
parks for people, ensuring healthy, livable communities 
for generations to come. Since 1972, we have created 
over 5,000 parks and natural areas across the country, 
including over 43,000 acres of parks in Texas. 

Who we are
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TBG Partners is a landscape architecture firm with more than 30 years 
experience creating parks and working with communities. Collaboration is 
at the heart of TBG’s practice and reflects our commitment to being 
inclusive. By bringing together diverse viewpoints and examining issues 
from a multitude of perspectives, we are able to develop better, more 
innovative solutions to challenges of all varieties.

DesignJones, LLC has over 40 years of experience in Landscape 
Architectural, Site Planning, and Urban Design Projects. The firm has a 
focus on environmental justice and racial equity. DesignJones sees design 
as a way to build empowerment, to address disaster recovery and 
catalyze innovative planning and design solutions co-created with 
communities.

Our design team
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In 2019, the Texas Legislature and Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department awarded a 
$1 million grant to the park to recognize 
the legacy of Judge Charles R. Rose, a 
long-time Justice of the Peace and 
community leader who served the 
Highland Hills community for decades. 

The park is named in his honor.

Judge Charles R. Rose
1946-2019
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State Representative Toni Rose, HD-110

Judge Charles R. Rose dedicated his life to 
serving the people of Highland Hills and the 
greater Dallas community as Justice of the 
Peace and as a Wilmer-Hutchins School Board 
Trustee. Day in and day out, I personally 
watched my father care for our community 
through personal sacrifice and unfaltering 
dedication. 

The Judge Charles R. Rose Community Park 
honors his legacy of love by celebrating the 
people of our community, and will serve as a 
cornerstone for health, relaxation, and reflection 
for generations to come.
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Parks are the soul of a community because they 
represent the respect and reverence we have for 
beautiful outdoor spaces. Judge Charles R. Rose 
Community Park will be essential to the well-being 
of this community and its residents, giving 
individuals and families multiple recreational and 
leisure options in a natural and pristine setting. 
This 40-acre urban oasis right in the heart of 
Highland Hills is another stellar example of the 
continued growth, progress and improvements 
taking place in our area. 

I am excited about our collaboration with the Trust 
for Public Land. Great things happen when the 
City of Dallas and our agency partners work 
together. Judge Charles R. Rose Community Park 
is an invaluable investment in the health, comfort, 
and happiness of our residents and in Dallas’s 
award-winning park system.Dallas City Council Member Tennell Atkins, District 8
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After the Five Mile Creek Masterplan was adopted by the Dallas Park and Recreation 
Department in 2019, The Trust For Public Land and The City of Dallas began 
implementing its recommendations, including the purchase of a 40-acre vacant lot in 
Highland Hills to become a new park. The $3.7 million acquisition was funded by $1.85 
million from the 2017 bond program and $1.85 million TPL raised from private 
philanthropic sources.
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Located near the 
intersection of Simpson 
Stuart and Bonnie View, the 
park is across the street 
from the Highland Hills 
Library and within a mile of 
Paul Quinn College, 
Kennedy-Curry Middle 
School, and J.N. Ervin 
Elementary School. 

3,793 people live within a 
10-minute walk of the park.

Location
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Project Vision
In partnership with the 
Highland Hills and Oak Cliff 
community, develop a Master 
Plan for the 40-acre Judge 
Charles R. Rose Community 
Park that provides new 
opportunities for recreation, 
health and exercise, outdoor 
education, and equitable 
community access to green 
space. The Construction of 
“Phase 1” elements from the 
master plan can begin in 2021. 
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• 3 Virtual Community Meetings
• Meeting 1 – September 17

Focus: Project Introduction, Visioning 
Exercises

• Meeting 2 – October 15
Focus: Feedback on 2 Park Options, 
Programming Activities

• Meeting 3 – November 10
Focus: Final Schematic Reveal & 
Feedback

• Total Participants: 252 
• 2 Surveys – 70 responses
• Robocalls to 958 households in 

surrounding neighborhood

Community Input



Top Desired Activities Most Important Features Most Requested Amenities

1. Walking
2. Relaxing
3. Exercising
4. Meeting with Friends & 

Family

1. Trails 
2. Pavilions + Gathering 

Areas
3. Playgrounds
4. Exercise Options / 

Sporting 
5. Cultural Areas / Areas for 

Art

1. Shade Trees 
2. Creatively Design 

Pavilions
3. Quiet Areas for Rest & 

Contemplation
4. Creatively Designed Play 

Features
5. Areas for gathering with 

others
6. Manicured Flower 

Gardens
7. Artistic Features

(murals or sculpture)

Community Engagement
KEY F INDINGS

12



13

Vision Themes
Inspiration from Judge Charles R. 
Rose’s legacy and community 
engagement helped determine the 
four themes for the Park: 

Unity

Reunion

Nature

Access
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MASTER PLAN 
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BRIDGE & GREAT LAWN SECTION ELEVATIONS 



JUDGE CHARLES R.  ROSE COMMUNITY PARK
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MASTER PLAN – WEST FAMILY PLAZA PERSPECTIVE 
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PHASE 1  PLAN 

• $3 Million
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PHASE 1  PERSPECTIVE 
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PHASE 1  PERSPECTIVE 
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Community 
Engagement &

Master Plan
Creation

Fall 2020

Presentation of 
final Master 
Plan to Park 

Board

January 2020

Phase 1 
Technical Design

Spring 2021

Groundbreaking 
on Phase 1

Summer 2021
Ribbon-Cutting 

for Phase 1
+ Park is open 
to the public!

2022

Timeline
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• Through our Community Conservation 
Fellows program, we will hire students 
from Paul Quinn College and UNT Dallas 
to continue stakeholder and 
neighborhood outreach throughout the 
technical design and construction 
process.  

• Activities will include neighborhood tree 
plantings, exercise and wellness 
programming, and partnership with 
Parkland Health and Hospital System

• Goal is to activate the park, continue 
finding partnerships for the park, and 
refine artistic and commemorative 
elements for the park. 

Future Engagement



• Judge Charles R. Rose Community 
Park is a keystone element of TPL’s 
10-for-10 Campaign

• Goal is to raise $10 million+ to 
advance the 10-minute walk 
initiative in Dallas

• Campaign has raised $8.3 million to-
date, with numerous other proposals 
submitted and pending 
consideration

• Over 35 donors have supported the 
campaign so far, including 
Communities Foundation of Texas, 
Simmons Sisters Fund, Sapphire 
Foundation, Chrest Foundation, 
Meadows Foundation, Adolfson & 
Peterson, Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Texas, Bank of Texas, State Farm, 
Oncor, Texas Capital Bank, and 
more.

Funding
10-FOR-10  CAMPAIGN
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Thank you.
Robert Kent | North Texas Area Director

robert.kent@tpl.org | 469-615-5448

Molly Plummer | North Texas Program Manager
Molly.Plummer@tpl.org | 214-433-1361

mailto:robert.kent@tpl.org
mailto:Molly.Plummer@tpl.org
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Appendix A: 
Project Background



In 2018-2019, The Trust For 
Public Land collaborated 
with the Dallas Park and 
Recreation Department and 
TBG Partners to create of 
the Five Mile Creek Urban 
Greenbelt Master Plan. 

Dallas Park Board 
unanimously adopted the 
master plan in February 
2019.

Five Mile Creek
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Developed with input from 
hundreds of residents and 
stakeholders, the plan calls 
for over 20 miles of new 
trails following Five Mile 
Creek, and four new parks. 
The greenbelt network will 
create new opportunities for 
people to experience the 
beauty of the hills and 
valleys of Oak Cliff.

Five Mile Creek
32
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Our Vision:
An interconnected 
series of trails, parks, 
and greenspaces 
following the main 
stem and tributaries of 
Five Mile Creek. This 
greenbelt network will 
provide new 
recreational 
opportunities and 
unparalleled access to 
the natural beauty of 
the hills and valleys of 
Southern Dallas. 

23.2 miles
N E W  T R A I L S

4 target areas
N E W  P A R K S
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• A comprehensive vision for Judge Charles R. Rose Community Park, developed in 
collaboration with the Highland Hills and Oak Cliff community

• Community engagement at center of design process
• Show how the park can be developed in phases as funding is available
• Total cost to construct park according to Master Plan: $13.5 million (2021 estimate)

Comprehensive Park Master Plan

• Technical plan and design for first phase of park
• Total cost to construct Phase 1: $2.5 million (2021 estimate)
• Ready for construction in 2021

Phase 1 Technical Design

• Project summary that describes how the Mater Plan was created
• Documents what was learned through the community engagement process, including 

community desires and visions for the park and neighborhood
• Prominently features community voices and stories

Community Engagement Report

Project Components
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Appendix B: 
Community Engagement
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What neighborhood are you from?
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Use one word to describe your community.
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What do you think the best thing parks do 
for communities?
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What do you want to see for your community 
in the new park design?
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How do you want to feel in the new park?
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64%

36%

0% 0%

At the new Judge Charles R. Rose Community Park, would you rather all of the park's 
amenities and features be clustered together, or would you prefer they be spread out across 

the park?

Spread out Something in between Clustered together No preference
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36%

24%

16%

8%

0%

Once Judge Charles R. Rose Community Park is open, how often do you think you will visit it?

A few days a week A few times a month For special occasions or holidays only Everyday Never
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80%
28%

16%

8%
4%

Once the new Judge Charles R. Rose Community Park is complete, how do you want to get 
there?

Drive Walk Bicycle Public Transportation Other (please specify)



44

What do you think is missing in your 
neighborhood park? 

Active Recreation
17%

Community Activity / 
Event
23%

Solo Activity
9%

Passive Recreation
37%

Play / Children Activity
14%

ACTIVITY CATEGORY
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• www.CharlesRosePark.org
• Built on the Social Pinpoint platform
• Allows for robust and in-depth 

community input, including surveys, 
interactive maps, idea walls, and more

• Total visitors: 279
• Supplemented with project Facebook 

Page and MailChimp email distribution 
list

Project Website

http://www.charlesrosepark.org/


Preliminary Design Options Presented to Community at Virtual Meeting 2
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Appendix C: 
Context and Site Inventory
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Appendix D: 
Site Master Plan
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This diagram shows the park 
uses and how they relate to 
each other in the design.  

Park Areas: 

• Two major Family Zones 
with Community Amenities

• Overlook Areas

• Prairie Preservation

• Landscape Buffers and 
Neighborhood Gateways

• Multiple Trail Types

FUNCTOINAL 
USE DIAGRAM
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Park Areas: 

Family Plaza Zones

Flex Fields

Skyline Overlook

Bridge / Community 
Connector

Educational Spaces

Nature Trails and Spaces

Unity Trail

PROGRAM 
DIAGRAM BY 
USE TYPE
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SITE ACCESS 
CIRCULATION



60

SECTION ELEVATIONS 
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